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AU T 11 O R's apology. 


| 7 $, bould.. not * preſumed 70 give 
the World, or myſelf, the: Trouble 
of this Eſſay, i, — had not riſen up 
two Gentlemen of the. Faculty of Phy/ick, 
who have remarkably, afltnginſhed them- 
2 in Fauour of Vite and Immora- 
y;"\and ſtudiouſiy trouve, with the moſt 
_ Attachment, 10 under mine the 
' efſential. Principles of. Religions. both 
4 natural and „ revenleddd 2 
ONE of theſe l iters, hy, a, gra 
Legen, unpiety, bas uſed 
moſt Endeavours 10 root out the _— 
 Diſtintljons, betwixs moral Good au 
Auil; as theſe. eſſenrial, d 
c Privecnbit ought eternally. 10 9 
Naur. Tube other, 2 a Ceries ef 
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thors of both the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, labours with the greateſt Aﬀſu- u- 
rance, to prove, that there are ſo man 
Flaws and Inconſiſtencies in the — 
of Sacred Wri, that no Man of ſound 
Reaſon can ener believe them dictated 
55 the Spirit of Goa, or derived from a 
ame Original. 
BI the Wruimegs of the 2 of theſe | 
Authors, it clearly appears, that he 
was a reſerved Atheiſt, for he labours 
10 probe, . that Man is only a Bundle 
evil Paſſions, ſuperadded ro a mate- 
rial Syſtem of . oreal Organs; and 
e that be; is compelled to att, by an una- 
e vhidable Neceſſity, as any particular 
4k * Paſſ on gets the Aſcendant over the 
ce Man.” This Author purſues the ſame 
a 3 * through tbe Body of that 
"execrable Work; and attempts, by a 
' "ronſequential Chat of * Reaſoning, to 
demonſirate, That the firſt * Rudi- 
ments of Morality. were invented. by 


© Introduction to the Fable of the Bees, Vol. L 
f Vol. I, Page 33» 34. | 
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Kilful. Politicians : „ 1 —_ to oj 


call the Indulgenem of the Appetites, 
where that Indulgence was hurtful ta 
the Society, VICE: And to digit 


the Conqueſt of the Paſſions (as tba. 


Maſtery was beneficial to Mankind) with 
the Title of VIRTUE. This Gen- 
tleman further aſſerts, * That neither 
the friendly Qualities or kind Affecti- 
ons, that are natural to Man; nor the 
real Virtues. he is capable of acqu iring, 
are the Foundation of Society; but 
that EVIL, as well moral as natural, 
is the grand Principle, that makes us 
ö Bciable Creatures. 
THE moral Philoſopher, in N 
Ne of of his Writings, manifeſts a 
moſt inveterate Partiality; for he dyes 
not only diſcover plain Signs of his dif- 
. believing Moles and the Prophets; 
Chriſt and his Apoſiles, but he, almoſt 
in every Page through the whole Three 
Haolumes, repreſents the ſacred Authors 
F holy Writ, as the arranteſt 1 N 


Hors Gs ever breathed.” 
| 5 Page 428. 
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vi The Author 8 Apology. 


7E Fable of the Bees, abet 
nales a Show of Reaſoning fr om falſe 
Principles; but the moral Philoſopher 
ſeems not well 70 underſtand either the 
Revelation of God, or the Laws of Na- 
ture: Nor do T r meme that, this 
Author, through all the firſt Volume, 
attempts ſo much as to explain the Terms, 
moral Fitneſs aud the Reaſon of Things, 
in 4 proper Mauner, or rigbily diſtin- 
gui ſhes between the Laws and Religion 
of Nature, though he could not but 
know, that the Explanation of the Terms 
and their Ditindl ion, is the firſt Duty 
of a Writer, that pretends #0 inſtrut 
others, and fets _ 25. a Teacher 0 of 
| Manina. e | 
HEN fach enormous Inſults are 
ung our againſt the ſacred Books of Re- 
'velation, ſhall 1 it be Judged criminal in a 
Phyfician ro ſtep out for a Seaſon, to 
vinarcare the grem Truths relating 10 
the Belief of the" lromg God ?. Beſides, 
"Hoes it not properly enough call for the 
4 422 of Foe Pic ta apply the 
. Antidote 3 
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Antidote, when wicked Men of the Far | 
culty preſume, zo ſcatter their Poiſon, 
inſult the Deity, and endeavour to er 
Men loſe, from the Ties of both God 
and Nature. Aud though divers of the 
reverend Clergy deſerve immortal Ho- 
nour, for their excellent Writmgs in De- 
fence of revealed Religi Lion; yet I thought 
it my Duty to engage in the Contro- 
verſy, left the ill natured W orld, 
from an uurverſal Silence on our Hide, 
might be induced to believe, that we ei- 
Fo very much favoured the $ entiments 
of theſe Writers, or at leaſt connived at 
the Publication of their impious Works. 
I KNOW ii is the uſual Method 
of controverſial Writers, in anſwermg 
| Books, to quote Page and Paragraph, _ 
of their Antagoniſts Wruimgs ; ſhew the | 
Inconſiſtency of their Arguments, and 
from thence infer the Falſeneſs of their 
Concluſions, as they relate either 29 the 
Premiſes, or the Truth of Things. But, 
in the following Pages, 1 ſhall proceed 
in a quite differem Manner: For as 
A 4 r 
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vii The Author's Apology. 
tbe Author of the Fable of the Bees has 
laboured, to root out the aiſtriminating 
Principle of Virtue and Viee \ N 
have endeavoured to ground the Evi” 
dence of theſe two oppoſite Attribures 
upon the Reaſons of Nature; and theſt 
Reaſons [ have deduced from the Powers 
o the human Soul; and this human 
Soul, upon which theſe Powers depend, 
T have demonſtrated to be a real ſubſsft- 
ing Principle, and not a Paſſion or Ap- 
petite, as the Fable of the Bees ſuggeſts, 
And hence it appears, that the Princi- 
ples of Virtue and Vice are founded 
upon the Freedoms of our Nature ; and 
theſe Freedoms, the Right of Man, ac- 
cording io the Principles of his primi- 
ride Creation, as he was orrginally 
formed in the Image of God, «© 
7 O the MORAL PHILOSOPHER 
[ anſwer, by demonſtrating all along, 
that the Principles of Revelation, not 
only perfectly ſquare with the Reaſons 
of Nature, and the moral Fitneſs 0 

Things; but that the whole OE CO- 
| Fo NOMY 


NOMY of our REDEMPTION; 
and the Proceedings of God with Man; 
through all the Revolutions of his Na. 
ture, are grounded upon the ſame eter- 
nal Principles: For it 3s not enough 
that we prove theſe two Gentlemen in 
the Wrong, but we. muſt go one Step 
farther, I attempt to demonſtrate, 
that we are m the Right ; and that the 
Chriftian Diſp enſation, as founded on the 
Law of Moles, is both à true Revela- 
tion derived from God, and eee 
to the Truths of Nature. 

AND this can never be prope 
a: till we are able to ereft. ſuch 
as cheme of Things, as ſhall, hath per- 
fefly coincide with the Laws of Na- 
tare, and, at the ſame Time, be con- 
fiftent with Revelation in all its Brauch- 
es: This clear Hvidence, at one Blow 
ſtrikes dumb, as well the Atheiſt, as the 
Infidel; and renders theſe gloomy Sons 
of Nature conſcious of the rotten Foun- 
dation their equally weak, as wicked 


Cauſe, reſts upon. 
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XK The Author's Apology. 


7 ENTIRELY agree with the 


moral Philoſopher, in his ſive Propo- 
ſations or Principles, prefixed to the. 


Preface of his firſi Volume, Firſt, * That, 


the moral Truth, Reaſon, and Fitneſs 


of Actions, muſt neceſſarily be found= 
ed in the natural Relation of Things, 
as theſe Relations affect Perſons, ante- 
cedent to any poſitive Will or Law. 

I AGREE with him alſo in his 
ſecond Propoſition, vis. That the mo- 

ral Truth, Reaſon, and Fitneſs of 
Things, 1s the only certain Mark, 
Character, or Criterion, whereby we 
can emanate, that the Doctrine or 
Religion comes 3 God. 

I AL $O aſſent to his third Propo- 
ſition, dia. That the extraordinary 
Powers and Gifts of the apoſtolick 
Age, were never confined to any mo- 
ral Character; but that wicked and im- 
moral N had theſe Gifts, as well 
as the true Diſciples of . Mei- 


h Vide Sect. II. prop. I. III. 
i Vide Introduction, Page 5. 6, th 
k Vide Introduction, Page 21, 23, 3% 
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Propoſitions, where he aſſerts, ' Infalli: 
bility to be the Penker Prerogative of | 
the Deity. 

BUT though 1 agree with b in 
theſe ſeveral Points, et 1 greatly differ 
from him, in the Management of the 
Controverſy, grounded upon theſe Pro- 
poſitiuns. He, from the RE ASON of 
THINGS and the RECTITUDE 
of their N ATURE, labours, with all 
His Might, to invalidate the Dofrines 
of Revelation; I, on the contrary, 
from the very ſame Principles, have 
endeavoured to prove, that all the re- 
vealed Truths of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, have 
their Foundations in Nature and ihe Rea- 
fon of Things. Which of us two is in the 
Reght i, be left to the Judgement y 
the World for Determimation. _ 

1 CONFESS, ibis firſt Book ap- 
pears under great Diſadvantages „ as it 
contains the Head without enher Body 
or Limbs, that are us Dependamts ; 


8 | Pide Sect. I. Page 35, 36, 37, 38. 


and 
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ii The / Author s Apology. 


ad which grve both Symetry and Pro- 
portion'to the whole Plan. For the In- 
troduction is much too large for the 
Body The three firſt S eo, that 
3 7 of the Principles of Nature and 
the Redemption, take up above one half 
of the Pages that compoſe it, and have 
@ remote Dependance on divers Ti hings, 
contained in the four remaining Books, 
and which cannot ſo properly be ex- 
plained, in the Compaſs [ have jet wy 
felf in this Apology. 

AVERY. — Gentleman, 79 
whom I imparted my Deſign of making 
theſe Diſcourſes publick, very gravely 
told me, that ] mut prepare to en 
counter the Sneer of the Faculty, the Ri- 
dicule of the Age, and the biting Re- 
Nections, that en Men of all De- 
aommations would be ſure to fling out on 
ſuch Occaſious. — I am ſenſible, - deed, 
that this Treatment bas been the Fate of the 
beſt Men, in all Ages, for their well in- 
tended Services to Mankind: But, I blefs 
God, let the Event be what it will, I 
am neither afraid nor aſhamed to own 


myſelt 


The Author's Apology. xii 
myſelf an Advocate in Defence of Re- 
ligion. Greatly. reſigned to the Will of 
Heaven, I fear no Cenſure that can 
happen from any Quarter; perfectly 
detached from all ſervile Dependance, 
I court. no Man's Favour ; and entirely 
free from the leaſt ſiniſter Motive of Self- 
Intereſt, I flatter no Man's Vices. 
Truth has been my only Aim in theſe 
important Enquiries ; and wherever this 
amiable Miſtreſs of Science led the May, 
there, my Thoughts have moſt devoutly 
followed, without the. leaſt Tincture or 
Bias, to miſguide them in the Progreſs. 
IM attempting to explore the ſublime 
Myfteries of God, of Nature, and of 
Providence, I follow no. ſeparate Seft, 
purſue no private Way, nor do I pre- 
tend to any new Lights to dire my 
Courſe ; but, with the ſacred Book of 
Nature on one Hand, and ibhe dine 
Volumes of Revelation on the other, I 
loo directly forward, launch through 
r he vaſt Profound, and always keep my 
_ ſteddily fixed on Nature, and ber 
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xiv The Author's Apology. 
THE World, I am told, will ex- 
pets to be ſatisfied of the Reaſons that 
ſhould induce a Phyſician, of ſome Re- 
putation aud Character, to publiſh a 
Book in Defence of Revelation, at this 
Time. — Vor my own Part, I am 
ſure, no Man can deſire leſs to ſpeak of 
the Events of his own Life, than myſelf. 
lit is à tender Point to handle: A 
Poim, that a modeſt Man, of all 
Things, if poſſible, would endeavour to 
decline A Point, which a wiſe Man 
would chuſe to avoid; unleſs he was 
fully "perſuaded, that the Diſcloſure 
migbi both ſave his own Intereſt, and 
be of real Service to Mankind. Aud tho 
T1 nught, with great Truth, reſolve the 
Cauſe of the following Enquiries into that 
Care ubich every. Man onght to tale in 
providing for his future Bliſs and Hap- 
pineſi, yet I will here ſubjoin the true 
| Reaſons; that gave Birth to the ſeveral 
 Subjetts contained in the following 
K.N O:W 'then,. that, after I had 
with the greateſt Diligence applied my- 


- 


we felf 


32 
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The Author's Apology. xy 
felf io the Study of Phyſick, and made 
ſome, not contemptible Advances in the 
Praclice of the Profeſſion, I, at length, 
percerved myſelf quite tired out with a 
continual Application to the ſame Sub- 
jetts; and which at laſh reduced me 10 
LY 22 Decay. Upan my Recg- 

y, ſeveral Friends adviſed me to uſe 
ſon me «ah aſant Amuſements, that might, 
nou and then, divert. the: Faculties 
from too cloſe an Application. 

IV all arduous Stuqzes  ſaakingble 
Relaxations: are neceſſary: The Mind 
of Man loves Variety, and I could 
not always keep my Thong bat 
fixed to the ſame Objects af Ma- 
ture : Such a continual Application is 
ampoſſible, ut. weakens the Springs 
of. 2 — and is ioo great 4 Re- 
flraint upon the Faculties of the Soul, 
What was to be done under theſe Circum- 
flances / The Diverſious of the Town 
gave me. lutle Satrsfattion, the Plæu- 
* ſures. of the Bottle leſs.; and I ch 
not, for any  confuderable: Time, enjoy 
the agreeable. Scenes of, the Couniry 


m See a "Treatiſe of Conſumptions, pag. 98. 
without 
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xvi The Author's Apology. 

without a manifeſt Detriment to my 
Praftice. The Study of Nature and of 
Diſeaſes was my darling Pleaſure, and 
the Improvements of the Mind my chief 
| Delight. I therefore thought, with 
myſelf, whether it was not poſſible to 
relieve the Fatigues of Nature, by a 
Study different from that of my Pro- 
 feſſion. Aud, after ſome Time ſpent in 
efleftion upon divers Subjetts, J at laſt 
fixed upon the following Eſſays, as moſs 
proper for my Eutertainment. — viz. 
What am [—— hence was J. 
And how came I to be the Thing ] am 
—— And what further Changes await 
this Being, when my Nature ſhall ceaſe 

to be, what now it is. 

THESE Poſitions, concerning 
the Source and Origine of Man, and 
. the ſucceſſive Changes of his Nature, I 
thence forward intermixed with my uſual 
Studies, but more particularly reſerved 
them, for my Meditation on the Lord's- 
Day: On theſe Days I ſeldom book 
into any other Bool, but that beſt of 
all Books the Bible; and, upon theſe 


* 


The Author's Apology. xvii 
Occaſions, I generally ſelect thoſe Paß 
ſages of Scripture, that relate to the 
Creation, Fall, and Redemption of Man. 
Theſe Subjefts I always looked upon, as 
comaining the Seeds of great Knowledge, 
aud which, when well digeſted and reu- 
ſoned upon, would let us into the deep and 
hidden Myſteries of God and Nature:Thus 
I have g-nerally ſpent thoſe leiſure Hours I 
could ſpare fromthe Attendance on drome 
Service, and ibe Practice of myProfeſſion: 
AadT believe the Infidels themſelves will 
be of Opinion, that I have ſpent my Time 
full as well (if not much better) than 
if ] had loner d it away at à Coftee- 
Houſe, or waſted it in ſome other tri- 
 1TREADILY own, when I fit 
reſolved to engage upon this Work, that 
1 was under a Bias, but it was in Fa- 
vonr of —_ However, as I ne- 
ver did give up the Belief of the Old and 
New Teſtament, / I was refolved to 
fand upon the old Foundations till the 
whole Exammation was fully complem- 
ed Aud I had not, tothe beftof my 
Bk. 5 
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xvii The Author's Apology. 

Remembrance, gone through the Penta- 
teuch, or ue Books of Moles, and com- 
pared them. with the evangelical Writ 
tings of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, before 
the Proofs, in Favour of Revelation, 
were ſo full, clear, and forcible, that 
I could not withſtand their glaring Light 
without offering Violence to all the Fa- 
culties of the Soul. It was theſs Con- 
templatious that produced the to Vo- 
lumes, of which this is the firſt Book: 
Aud, as ſoon as they were finiſhed for the 
Preſs, I applied to droers eminent 
Bookſellers to have them printed; but 
1 was told, that moſt Books upon drome 
Subjelis were very ſlo in their Sale; 
and that an Impreſſion of the beſt Au- 
thors was not of that Value as hereto- 
fore. | LE | 
905 PON this | thought proper to 
Print, at my own Expence, a ſmall Im- 
preſſion of the firſt Book, as a Spect- 
men of the whale. Work ; that the World 
amght ſee the Gronuds and Reaſons upon 
whichthe Inſtitution of Nature, that is, 
% Principles upon which the Dignity, 


WAY | Per- 


The Author's Apology. xx 
Perfection, and Immortality of Adam, 
and the whole human Nature is ſupport- 
ed. If Gentlemen, that are competent 
Judges, think it may be ſerviceable to 
zhe [ntereſts of Religion, 1 ſhall take Care, 
with all convenient Speed, to have the 
whole five Books printed, upon a ſuper- 
fine Paper and excellent Print ; but, 
f otherwiſe, I ſhall reſt ſatisfied with 
having uſed my beſt Endeavours to ſerve 
the Intereſts of Religion. 


From my Houſe in 
the Royal-College - 
of Phyſicians, Lond. 

Dec. 6. 1740. 


—— — — 


— 


— — 


= 
= 


. Ä ̃ ˙⁵! . -w-9; . om by tO Es 9 er 


— 


— —— — 


— 


— — — —U n «²üꝛ: 


—— — FLILDns -e 


— 


CONTENTS. 


- 0 1 
f - 


SECT. I. 


NEE F Providence, and Nature: And 
e the Boundaries that limit 7 hings 
7 * . 2 natural, from thoſe that are ſuper- 

natural, as they relate to Man, both 
We and fines the e and Fall. 


* 33 


2 


SECT. Thi 


£ 


AD WWD [ad 
of the owe of . Man's primitive. Nature: 
And of their Perfection, and Eftabliſhment 
by Almighty God, according to the eternal 
IO and fa Fitneſs of T 828 53 


8 % : 
1 F 


s EO. UI. W 


of 5 Be Pri nciples of wy 8 e 


5 on, 40 delivered in 8 Scriptupe.; Fig the 
Rela- 


CONTENTS 


Relation, Conſent, and Agreement they 

| bear to the Laws of Mans primitive State 
; ond d as exiſting in Nature, 

| * 68 


SECT. W. 


07 the > ay Dignity, and eternal Sub- 
JSence of Man, according to the Principles 
of his firſt Creation, or State of Perfection 
in Paradiſe: And of the Prerogatives Adam 
enjoyed, when te with the Angels of 
God. : "Oy" 


SECT. Br 


An Eſſay towards diſcovering the Pri nci ne 
of Generation in the Tndividuals of the 
uman Nature, as they were to relate 
_ Zo Adam's primitive State Perfection, 

in -Oaſe be had never fallen: And 27 the 
Grounds and Reaſons that demonſtrate, why 
theſe Principles could not poſſibly be inſti- 
tuted, according to the Means of Procrea- 

tion allitted, in this fallen State of Na- 

ture. * 


A TIT 


Of Adam's Tranſl nſlation, or his f nal State of 
Bliſs and Glory, in Caſe be had per. — 
in bis Obedience; 8 4 preſerved himſelf 
eddy to the moral Rectitude of his primitive 
Slate of ED 8 Page 156 


EP, 


hriſtian Philoſopher. 


* 4 5 : 8.5 Id * 2 
9 4 s f bs 2 2 7 « | 1 a 


THE 
C 


INTRODUCTION. 


0 write che Hiſtory of the Hankith 
- Nature: To trace out the Riſe, Pro- 
greſs, and various Revolutions of the 

Individual deriving from that Nature: To 

vindicate the Ways of God to Man, through 
all the different Diſpenſations of his Provi- 
dence: And laſtly: To be able to diſcover the 

Conſequences of all theſe great Events, When 
fallen Man ſhall again be reſtored to his pri- 
mitive Perfections; and tranſlated, from th FD 
beggarly Elements -of his fallen Nature, to 


thoſe glorious Regions of Bliſs and Immorta- 


lity, are dubjects more than ſufficient, to en- 


gage the Attention of the wil Mortal pon 
End. Ig, 


DIVERS eminent Writers ble really bufied 
mere concerning the Riſe of Nations, 


Kingdoms, and Empires: : The various Revo 
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lutions, ſudden Tum of Government, and 
final Periods : : Others, with a ſurprizing Sa- 
gacity, have publiſhed to the World a univerſal 
Hiſtory of Nature, as far as related to the Con- 
ſtructure of this mundane Syſtem ; its Riſe and 
Progreſs, from a Chaos, to a conſiſtent World; 
with the Viciſſitudes it has already undergone, 
and the different“ Fates it is yet to ſuffer ; but 
few, or none of theſe Authors, that I know of, 
have ventured ſo far into the Depths of God, 
of Nature, and of Providence, as to attempt 
to diſcover the Origine of Man, for whom all 
this ſtupendious Theatre was created : To 
know, what he was in his original Creation : 
What he made himſelf upon the Tranſgreſ- 
ſion and Fall: What he is, ſince redeemed 
by the Blood of God; and. what he ſhall 
be, when again elevated to thoſe glo- 
rious Manſions of Bliſs. and Immortality: 
Theſe are Subjects of the higheſt Importance 
to Mankind; which therefore demand their 
moſt. ſerious Reflections, as all the Sons of 
Adam are equally concerned in their Events. 
_ .iNosce TE Ir, - Man —, know thy ſelf; 
though a Sentence comprehended i in very few 
Words, yet was adjudged, by all the great 
Ancients, as one of the wiſeſt Sayings, that 
ever dropp 'd from, the Mouth of the Delphick 
racle: Nor could Socrates, that wiſeſt of the 
hiloſophers, believe otherwiſe, but that ſo 
perfect a Rule of Life muſt deſcend from Hea- 
Fates here on ſigni 
A eo Lark * Changes; and not any irreverſible 
1158 51 ven, 


ven, — 5 the Voice of God himſelf to Man- 
kind: For he rightly judged, that the moſt 
penetrating Mortal could never be able to 
couch ſo much Energy, Force, and Expreſ- 
ſion into ſo ſmall a Compaſs, or promulge a 
Law ſo full, perfect, and extenſive, in ſo few 
Words. For Self. reflection is not only Man's 
ableſt Tutor, but is founded in Nature, ang 
the Reaſon of Things. 

GREAT and many are the Advantages Fan 
ariſe from the Application of our Faculties to 
the Acquiſition of this Self- xnowledge: It im- 
proves the Underſtanding, corrects the Judg- 
ment, and guards our Innocence: For a Man, 
that frequently thinks over his own Foibles, 
will be better enabled to take proper Meaſures, 
both to curb his falſe Appetites, and reſtrain 
his vitious Inclinations, the Source of moſt of 
the Evils of Life: So that he that is able to go- 
vern his Nature, and ſubdue himſelf, is greater 
than a Hero; and, as Solomon well obſerves 
than the General that takes a City: . 715 

Bu T notwithſtanding the Compleatneſs of 
chis Rule, yet if we narrowly inſpect the 
Bulk of Mankind, we ſhall quickly perceive, 
that there is nothing i in Nature, the Generality 
of Mortals ſo little trouble themſelves about, 
as the Laws of their own Being; the Extent, 
Limits and Boundaries of their 'own Under- 
ſtandings ; whence it follows, that the Soul 
becomes ignorant of her own exalted Nature, 
and that elevated Station, which ſhe * -ought to 
hold! in the Scale of intellectual Beings: And, 
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4 Tae Chriſtian Philoſopher. 

from which ſublime Dignity, tho the Laws of 
Nature, in this fallen State of Things, would 
readily exclude her; yet the Laws of God and 
Revelation clearly declare her the Offspring 
of the Deity; and that ſhe 1 is derived from a 
divine Origine. 

NorTr1nG contributes ſo ch to the proper , 
Execution of a Work of Conſequence, as pre- 
viouſly to reflect upon the Greatneſs, Extent, 
and Nobleneſs of the Deſign we have in Hand : 
The regular Connexion and Dependence, that 
all the Parts ought to have. upon each other ; 
and the Labour and Abilities neceſſary to exe- 
cute the whole Scheme, and compleat it upon 
the wiſeſt Model. And when I ſeriouſly 
conſider the great Helps afforded from the 
Light of Namre; the Force of Reaſon; and 
thoſe two great Repoſitories of all revealed 
Truths, the Old and New' Teſtament, I then 
am ready to think, I have nothing to fear: 
But when. I again reflect upon the Greatneſs of 
the Task before me; the Obſcurity of many 
Things treated of; and my deficiency in the 
original Languages, I then deſpair of Suc- 
ceſs, and am inclined to conclude, I Have 
nothing to hope. 

How vzR, 1 think. proper, here, once for 
all to obſerve : - That I write not this Treatiſe 
for the Benefit of Gentlemen of great Learn- 
ing and Experience, but to ſatisfy the Scruples 
= thoſe Perſons, whoſe Underſtandings may be 
of a Size and Level with my own; and who 
wy be capable of comprehending the various 

Propo- 
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Propoſitions, Deductions, and Connexions of 
a well regulated Diſcourſe ; though they are 
not able to penetrate into the ſublime Myſte- 
ries of metaphyſical Speculations: So that an 
honeſt, unbiaſs'd, Engliſh Reader, that looks 
only to the Senſe, as it lies before him, and has 
nothing farther in View but to diſcover the 
Truth of Things, may be a more competent 
Judge of the following Eſſay, than a Man 
vain of his great Learning, and puffed up with 
a Senſe of his oπ]õ] Merits. 


MosT ſure I am; that learned Men cannot 


do a more acceptable Piece of Service to Reli- 


gion, than to attempt to ſet all the revealed 
Truths of God, of Nature, and of Providence, 
in ſuch a clear Point of Light, as may filence 
the Cavils of Infidels; ſatisfy the Deſires of 
inquiſitive Perſons; and recommend thoſe ſa- 
cred Pages of the Old and New 7 eftament, to 
the Peruſal and Acceptance of all reaſonable 
Men : And, therefore, through all the follow- 
ing Eſſay, I have ever taken Care to make Rea- 
ſon my firſt Guide; and where her Light ſhines 
dim, or is obſcure and defeCtive, there the ſacred 
Codes moſt properly come in to my Aſſiſtance. 
Or both Reaſon and Revelation God is the 
Author; for he that revealed the Scrip- 
tures, allo ·fbrmal our: Faculties: 80 that 
it would be the higheſt Reflection upon the 
Veracity of God, for us to ſay; that 70 
Reaſon can contradict Scripture; or Scrip 
Reaſon, if rightly underſtood and apple 
for that would be to oppoſe che Reaſon of God 
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6 The Chriſtian Philoſopher, 
communicated to Man in a State of Nature, to 
the Will of God given to Man in his Revela- 
tion; which is the ſame, in Effect, as to op- 
poſe God to himſelf, and involve the Almigh- 
ty in ſelf-evident Contradictions: For Nature 
can never contradict God, nor the Laws of 
Nature oppoſe the revealed Will of God ; 
becauſe Nature is the Voice of God, who has 
eſtabliſhed her Exiſtence upon everlaſting 
Foundations, that can never vary from the 
Courſe of Things, without the Interpoſition 
of his divine Providence. 

H Av IN G, therefore, theſe two Inſtruments 
of Knowledge, viz, Reaſon and Revelation, to 
direct our Courſe: The latter will point out to 
us theſe great Truths that are above the Reach 
of our mere natural Faculties to diſcover: And 
Reaſon will confirm us in their Belief, by aſ- 
ſuring us, that they are worthy of God to re- 
veal: Theſe jointly exhibit to our View a 
grand Idea of the Contrivance and Deſigns of 
Providence: They let us into the Myſteries 
of the Creation, Fall, and Redemption of Man; 
and of his laſt Changes, and the Conſumma- 
tion of all Things: Our Reaſon therefore aſ- 
ſures us, that God, who is infinitely wiſe, good, 
and powerful, created the World in the utmoſt 
Perfection, and gave it thoſe glorious Attri- 
butes becoming his Almighty Wiſdom ; and 
Revelation confirms the ſame Thing, and 
points out the peculiar Acts of that Creation: 
The ſame Revelation further aſſures us; That 
God, "Pan a Survey of all his Works, found 

Nothing, 


The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 7 
Nothing, but what was compleated upon the 
wiſeſt Model ; Nothing, but what received his 
divine Benediction; and Nothing, but what, by 
a reflex Act of his Spirit, was pronounced very 

ood. 

: Now, tho' unaſſiſted Reaſon would let us 
but a very little Way into the deep and hidden 
Myſteries of God and his Providence, as a 
pears from the weak Efforts of the belt an- 
cient Philoſophers, while they were under the 
State and Direction of unenlightened Nature: 
Yet if Prejudice, Paſſion, or Humour, do not 
very much blind the intellectual Faculties of 
Man, Reaſon will have its proper Play, and 
diſcover Things as they are: The Under- 
ſtanding will make a right Judgment, as far 
as Objects reach; and prove of admirable 
Service, even to Revelation itſelf, in clearing 
up the Agreement and Harmony of divers 
Doctrines, that, taken in an abſolute Senſe, 
ſeem evidently to claſh with each other. 

To leſſen or diſparage natural Reaſon, 
therefore, is an Attempt, in its Conſequences, 
to diſhonour God its Author, and underva- 
lue his Workmanſhip. For, what remains 
of natural Reaſon ſince the Fall, as Solomon 
well obſerves, is the Candle of the Lord light- 
ed up in the Soul of Man: It is a Ray of the 
divine Wiſdom : A Light, that . from 
the eternal Sun of Righteouſneſs, which en- 
lightens every Man that comes into the World, 
and is willing to be aſſiſted by its Evidence. 

1 AM ſenfible that the Advocates, in favour 
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of Infidelity, mightily extol this natural Light,” 
or our natural Reaſon, as if ſhe held forth a 
perfect Rule, by whoſe Rectitude we might 

overn Life without any further Aſſiſtance 
for Revelation: But St. Paul aſſures us to the 
contrary; and deelares, that, with all the Glare 
of Revelation ſuperadded to Reaſon, © we can 
now ſee. but in Part, and know in Bore: And 
this Viſion and Knowledge! is but through a Glaſs 
darkly, or an obſcure, glimmering Medium: 
And we diſcover, from the Principles of natu- 

ral Philoſophy, that this Obſervation of the 


_ Apoſtle is juſt : And that this Obſcurity of 
Knowledge, ſince the Fall, does not ariſe ſo eo 


from any Defect in the intellectual Powers of the 
Soul to receive further Light, as the Imper- 
fections of our natural, and animal Organs, 
to convey the Impreſſions of Objects more 
clearly to the Underſtanding :_ But, as the A; 
ſtle juſtly reaſons,'-When that which is per- 
e 1s come, that is, when our natural Or: 
gans, in the Reſurrection to eternal Life, ſhal 
receive their full Perfection from the quicken 
ing Spirit of God, then ſhall we know even as 
we are known ; that i is, behold ſupernatural Ob- 
jects with the fame Clearneſs and Energy, 
that we now do thoſe that are natural to our 
State and Condition of Life, in this fallen State 
of Things. 


'Tx1s Scheme of Nature, and of 1 


in its full Extent, I intend to reach from the 
Beginning of Time and the Creation of Man, 
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td the laſt Period of Nature, and the Conſum 


mation of all Things: And though in the Pro- 
greſs I am often obliged to tread a rugged, un- 
beaten Path, and explore a Way where I did not; 
find one, yet this is moſt commonly with ſuch a 
Light, as may both ſecure my own Steps, and di- 
rect thoſe in the Path, that come after: For there 
is no Pleaſure, that gives a more exquiſite Re- 
liſh to a rational Mind, than That, which ariſes 
from a Diſcovery of Truths, eſpecially when 
they are difficult of Acceſs; and above the 
Reach of vulgar Heads to acquire. 

I attempting to unvail the Myſteries of our, 
Redemption, I readily perceived, that the, 
very Entrance was ſurrounded with thick Dark- 
neſs; the Way all along beſet with many 
Thorns; and the ſubject Matter itſelf obſcured 
with the moſt intricate and perplexing Diffi- 
culties : Neither could I diſcover any Glim- 
merings of Light, from the Footſteps of for- 
mer Authors upon theſe Subjects, that 1 could 
ſafely rely upon, to direct me in the T ruth of 
theſe Enquiries. 

He that will undertake to diſcus this ; moſt 
arduous Myſtery, ought to know much of the 
ſublime Nature of Adam in Paradiſe :. The 
Changes that happened, both to himſelf, and 3 
all external Nature upon the Fall; and the In; 
fluence that his Tranſgreſſion had upon all his 
tainted Poſterity yet unborn : Nor is this all; 
for he muſt be able to comprehend the admi- 
rable Nature and Properties of CHriſt: His Fi it. 
nels for. a Redeemer ; > and how the Spirit of 

Go 
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God operates upon the Soul of Man in renew- 
ing his Nature, reſtoring him to Grace, and- 
bringing him, by Sanctification, to eternal 
Glory. Theſe are Points he muſt often be 
obliged 'to engage upon, before he will be 
able to comprehend the true Scheme of the 
Redemption. In ſhort, I perceived ſo ma- 
ny Things, of moſt difficult Speculation, 
neceſſary to be ſpoken to by him that 
would ſolidly treat of the World's Redempti- 
on, that when I ſeriouſly reflect upon their 
vaſt Extent and Compaſs, I am ready to cry 
out with the Apoſtle himſelf, upon another Oc- 
caſion Who is ſu ufficient for theſe Things? 
Uro the whole, I am ſo far from wonder- 
ing, that the Generality of Writers have not 
fully diſplayed the Wiſdom of God in thoſe 
great Works of Creation and Redemption, 
that I am ſenſible they tranſcend the utmoſt 
Reach of our moſt enlarged Faculties to com- 
prehend : For to be able to reconcile God's in- 
flexible Juſtice to his exuberant Mercy : His 
divine Decrees of Fore-knowledge and Electi- 
on (that ſeem evidently to claſh) with the 
Freedom of Man's Nature: And to make all 
his other Attributes to co-operate to the great 
Work of Man's Salvation, is ſuch a myſteri- 
ous Contrivance of infinite Wiſdom, as never 
could have entered into the Heart or Soul of 


Man to conceive, not aſſiſted by the Benefit 
of divine Revelation. 


B E it, therefore, that, in this difficult | 


Work, I have frequently erred : That 
4 ng | ; divers 
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The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 11 
divers 'Things, in the following Pages, are 
weakly treated of; others, perhaps not ſuffi- ' 
ciently cleared up ; and ſeveral Points left 
doubtful in their Explanation : Of all theſe 
Particulars, I am, myſelf, extreamly ſenſi- 
ble; but hope there will appear no Errors, but 
what may admit of Excuſe, by Men of. Can- 
dour and Humanity : No Faults, but what 
Perſons (not wholly given up to Arrogance, 
or a Spirit of Reſentment) may eaſily paſs 
over: No Miſtakes or Overſights, but what a 
friendly Reader (if he ſeriouſly reflects upon 
the arduous Task I have undertaken) will 
eaſily be prevailed upon to overlook and par- 
don, | 

IB Av E always judged, that the ſacred and 
divinely inſpired Writings of Moſes and the 
Prophets: Of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, contained 
a compleat Hiſtory of Man ; an abſolute and 
perfect Scheme of Providence, purſued through 
the whole Extent of his Being ; and which 
meaſures out the Boundaries of this ſublunary 
World, unites the Extremities of Heaven and 
Earth; and reaches from the Creation of 
Man to the Conſummation of all Things : 
This grand Scheme, at certain Periods, Ful- 
neſſes of Time, and fixed Seaſons, opens divers 
great Events: Theſe more clearly diſcover the 
Creation of the World: The Riſe of Man: 
The Perfection of the human Nature in Para- 
diſe, with the great Changes that enſued upon 
the Fall; together with the Recovery of all 
that was loſt in Adam, through the Death of 

z1u'T Chriſt. 
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Chriſt. And though the Purſuit of this Plan | 


be extremely myſterious, as it relates to the 


various Revolutions of the human Nature; 


and their Correſpondence with the moral Fit- 


neſs of Things; yet if theſe grand Events and: : 
Periods be well digeſted, and duly reaſoned 


upon, they will exhibit to our View all the 
n yſterious Providences of God, in ſuch a noble 
Manner, as will render the whole Complotment 
one conſiſtent Scheme, agreeable to both God 
and Nature: To both, the eternal Reaſon, and 


the moral Fitneſs of Things; for theſe can 


never claſh, or the one differ from the other. 

Alx theunderPlots of this greatDrama (here 
and there diſperſed through divers Parts of the 
ſacred Volumes), as the Calling of "Abraham, 
the Election of the Jes, and the Miſſion of 


Meojes and other Prophets, are but as ſo many 


great, provigential Means, that, in their Conſe- 
quences, | ate obſerved to have a particular 
Tendency and Aſpect to accompliſh that great 
End; viz. The Redemption of the World by 
the Blood of Chr:/#; that is, the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, and Life everlaſting; wherein all 
Mankind are equally concerned, and ſhall have 
their Allotment. This is the Abyſs of ſacred 
Wiſdom: The inexhauſtible Treaſure of all 
Knowledge: The Fountain of divine, intel- 
lectual Light: And in the full and clear 
Practice and Enjoyment of which great Truths, 
there is the nobleſt Pleaſure in this Life, and 

N Glory in the World to come. 2 9117 
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TuxERx are two grand Points, that through 


all this Work, the Reader is ever defired to 
keep in View: The firſt is; the Unity and 


Identity of the human Nature: For if ever 
this Unity was broke in upon, then the Re- 


demption muſt be partial, and could not poſſibly 


comprehend the Individuals of the whole human 
Nature; but as we diſcover, from Revelation, 
that the Connexion and Chain of the ſucceſſive 
_ © Generations of Individuals, were, by the wonder- 
ful Providence of God, preſerved the ſame from 
Adam to Noab, and from Noab to Chriſt, in 
whom all Mankind were a- new re- created; ſo 
the Redemption muſt neceſſarily be univerſal, 
and comprehend the whole —— Nature, 
and every Individual partaking of that Nature. 
THe ſecond Point is always to obſerve, that 
the Tranſactions neceſſary to bring about the 
univerſal Redemption of Mankind, were to be 
founded, not only in the moral and divine 
Fitneſs ; but alſo in the natural Fitneſs of the 


Agents, neceſſary to produce them: For if 


there was not a natural Fitneſs in the Inftru- 
ments made uſe of to bring about this great 
Event, then there never could have iſſued from 


them a moral Obligation to ſubmit to theſe 


Things, as they ſprung out of Nature. 


In Avx intituled this Work: The Chriftian 


Philoſe opher,- becauſe it not only endeavours to 
m ve, * the ſeveral, great Revolutions of the 
uman Nature are conducted according to the 
eternal Reaſon and moral Fitneſs of Things; 
but alſo attempts to diſcover, that all theſe 
ang 
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Changes were deduceable from Revelation, as 
delivered in both the Old and New Teftaments; 
and that without warping any known Text, 
from its genuine Senſe and Meaning: For 
knowing how ſubject all of us are to err-in 
thoſe deep and hidden Things of God, I al- 
ways am careful to. prefer that Explanation of 
Scripture, which is the moſt. reaſonable, pro- 
per, and natural; wherein every Thing is ſuita- 
ble to the Words, to the Context; and offers 
the leaſt Violence to the Senſe. And as Iam 
at Variance with no Man, who may differ from 
me, in his Sentiments, upon theſe Subjects; fo 
I hope no Man will be diſpleaſed, becauſe my 
Thoughts may not exactly ſquare with his Senſe 
of Things: For as no Propheſy of Scripture is of 
private Interpretation; ſo it would be moſt un- 
reaſonable, for any private Man whatever, 
to attempt dogmatically to impoſe his Senſe of 
Scripture upon Mankind, and endeavour to 
enſlave the reſt of Mortals, to the Meaſure 
and Light of his Underſtandingg 
. IT muſt be acknowledged: That the firſt 
Eſſays or Attempts upon Subjects of real Dif+ 
ficulty, are ſeldom or never compleat ; eſpeci- 
ally, when we take upon us to aſſign the deep 
and hidden Cauſes of very abſtruſe Effects: 
Under theſe Circumſtances fair Conjectures 
ought to be allowed, till they be diſplaced by 
Reaſons more evident and convincing. How- 
ever, it will be a uſeful Piece of Knowledge, to 
be able to diſcover the Extent, Limits, and 
Boundaries of our own Underſtandings and => 
tiona 
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tional Powers; that ſo we may neither fling 
away our Time about needleſs Specnlations, 
nor employ our Thoughts upon Points of Do- 
arine, that lie out of the Reach of our Facul- 
ties to comprehend. 

Tu x beſt Rule in judging of the Truth of 
the Principles delivered in the Old and New 
Teſtament, is to conſider their Conſent, Agree- 
ment, and Conſiſtency with the moral Laws of 
our Nature: And where a Chain of Effects, 
and their Conſequences run in a direct Line 
from ſome firſt, known Law or Poſition, with- 
out ever varying from the Courſe of Nature; 
there, we have the higheſt Reaſon to conclude; | 
That the Principles upon which theſe Effects 
and Conſequences ſupport themſelves, > are the 
true and genuine Laws of our Nature, and will 
neceſſarily be embraced by all good Men, 
not blinded by Paſſion, Humour, or the Pre- 
judices of Education. 

To ſet, therefore, all the Procscdiviie of God 
with Man, both as they relate to his Dignity 
and Degeneracy ; as they concern his Riſe and 
Fall, in the cleareſt Point of Light, I have di- 
vided this Work into Books, Sections, and 
Propoſitions : By this Diviſion all the Parts 
appear in their proper Order, have a natural 
Connexion with each other; and are ranged 
in their proper Places, according to the Dignity, 
Deſign, and Importance of the Uiſererit Sub- 

ject 
; Tuls is the moſt natural Way of treating 
Subjects of Difficulty, as it leads the Mind 
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16 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
from ſome obvious Truth or known firſt Prin- 
_ Ciple, by gradual Deſcents, into the moſt diffi- 
cult Cauſes and Effects of Nature, whereby we 
become better apprized of the particular Cir- 
cumſtances of the Things we ſearch after. 
Icon Ess, the Diſpoſition of the Parts, in 
this divine Eſſay, might have had a better Ef- 
fect upon the polite Taſte of a modern Reader, 
if we had broke in upon the Order, Contri- 
vance, and Method of the following Treatiſe; 
and begun the firſt Bock with the Conception, 
Incarnation, and Birth of Chriſt: But as God 
himſelf was pleaſed to give a Precedence to 
the Creation: And as it was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, that That great Event ſhould, in' the 
Nature of Things, precede the Fall; and that 
the Redemption of the World, by Chriſt, ſhould 
be a neceſſary Conſequence of the Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, ſo I could not but think, that the Con- 
nexion would be beſt ſupported by deducing 
Things from their Original, according to their 
Inſtitution in Nature; and carrying them ſuc- 
ceſſively on through all their poſfible Conſe- 
quences to the final Period of all Things. 
The human Nature, thus pourtrayed from 
its Original, and ſet in this Point of Light, 
like all the Works of God, is ſo wonder- 
ful and ſurprizing, that it is4mpoſſible the In- 
tellectuals of either Men or Angels could ever 
have reached the Depths of this myſterious 
Oeconomy, unaſſiſted with divine Revelation. 
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"37 Rote the Advocates, in Favour of Nt i 


delity, declare as a fundamental Article of their 
Creed : That a Revelation coming from God 
muſt be demonſtrated, from its Conformity to 
the moral Truth, . Reaſon, and Fitneſs of 
Things: And if this Revelation, we are now 
in Poſſeſſion of, haye all theſe internal Chara- 
&ers : If the Doctrines are fitted to better our 
fallen Nature : If they contain the Means of 
our Reſtoration ; and have an Aptitude to pro- 
duce the Ends deſigned by. Providence : And 
if the Reaſons of God's dealing with Man, 
through all the Pages of the ſacred Codes, are 
ſtrictly moral: Then we ought, in Reaſon, to 
ſubmit our Judgments to ſuch clear Evidence : 
Then we ought to embrace them, as the Mo- 
dels of our Lives; and endeavour .to ſquare 
our Actions according to the ſacred Rules the 
contain; which is to give the readieſt Teſt of 
our Obedience to the Providence of God, and 
his Government over the World. 0 
I REAPDILx agtee with theſe Gentlemen: 
That, in the Promulgation of a new Revelation, 
it was neceſſary that a ſufficient Security chould 
be given, to guard the World againſt Im- 
poſtors, and the Arts of cunning Men: For, 
though the Conformity of theſe new revealed 
Doctrines, with our rational Faculties, might 
be a very good Teſt of their Truth; yet ſome 
viſible Marks ought to be given, ſufficient to 
vouch their Authority by the Power of God, 
before it could reaſonably be expected, that 
Mankind ſhould make them the Standard of 
Wt - their 


75 +3 8 
: *% 4 
34 þ 
A by of 
. ff 


18 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
their future Actions in Life. But nothing 
ſhort of Miracles could effectually do this: 
Theſe are Actions tranſcending the Power of 
Nature; and which require the Power of God 
to effect: It was fit, therefore, and agreeable 
to the eternal Reaſon and immutable Nature 
of Things ; that if God will reveal any new 
Branch of the Laws of Nature, not diſcovera- 
ble by our natural Faculties, in this fallen State 
of Nature; and expect Obedience to thoſe new 
Laws: That a Power ſhould be given, to aſ- 
ſure the World of the Veracity of the 
acting Commiſſioners: So that Miracles 
were not ſo much intended to confirm the 
Truth of the Doctrine, which, from its own 
intrinſick Worth, and the natural Relation it 
bears to our rational Faculties, confirms itſelf, 
as the divine Authority of the Sent of God. 
Now this is not, as the Enemies to Revela- 
tion give out, to prove the Doctrine from the 
Miracles; but it is adding a double Weight to 
the Revelation itſelf: Firſt in the Truth of 
the revealed Doctrine, and its Conformity with 
the Laws of both our primitive and fallen Na- 
ture, which plainly proves it worthy of God 
for its Author. Secondly: From the divine Na- 
ture of the Miracles wrought for its Confirma- 
tion; which were done, not for the Converſion 
of the good and virtuous part of Mankind, 
but for the Conviction of the Stubborn and 
Obſtinate: For as the Genius, Diſpoſition, 
and Temperature in the human Nature, are dif- 
ferent, ſo God was pleaſed to apply the Evi- 
e ' dence 
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dence of the Old and New Teſfaments in ſuch a 
clear Manner, that the moſt profligate Oppoſers 
ſhould have no juſt Pretence for their Unbelief. 
I oBSERvE, that the New Teſtament mentions 
great Numbers of Perſons, that believed our Sa- 
viour to be the Meſſiah, without any Mira- 
cles being wrought for their Conviction : Such' 
were the Men of Samaria, that came to our 
Saviour at the Well; who were evidently con- 
vinced from the mere Force and Strength of 
his Doctrine; and who are reported to have 
ſaid to the Woman, that firſt came thither to 
Chriſt. Now we believe, not becauſe of thy 
Saying alone: For we have heard him ourſelves, 
and do know, that this is indeed the Chriſt, 
the Saviour of the World. In the ſame Claſs: 
with theſe Men, we may rank Nathanael, who; 
as our Saviour obſerves, was an 1/raelite indeed 
that is, one of ſo much Freedom and open 
Candour, as to be ready to ſubmit his Under- 
ſtanding to clear Evidence, from what Quarter 
ſoever it might come. Others there were of a 
much ſlower Belief : Men ſo cautious, diffident, 
and miſtruſtful, that they would not believe 
without the Interpoſition of a ſaperior Power': 
And theſe our Saviour was pleaſed to pin down 
by the Power of Miracles, that is, by the Evi- 
dence of their Senſes : Of this Diſpoſition were 
moſt of the Apoſtles before our Saviour's Re- 
ſurrection, and particularly St. Thomas, who 
refuſed to ſubſcribe to the Teſtimony of the 
eleven Witneſſes, that teſtified to the Truth of 
John iv. 40. „ 14. 2 JO 
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his riſing to Life again, unleſs he might, by 
the proper Evidence of his Senſes, examine the 


Prints of the Nails, and thruſt his Hand into. - 


the wounded Side of Chriſt's Bod. 


Bor there were others of fach a perverſe. 
and ſtubborn Spirit, that neither the Influence 


of God or Man could work any Change in 


their ſtony Hearts: To theſe our Saviour op- 
poſes the Force of Miracles: And intreats 
them, that though they would not believe his 
Doctrine, for his own Sake; yet, that they 


would not obſtinately oppoſe the Evidence of 


his mighty Works. But theſe Men blind their 
Eyes, ſtop their Ears; and bid Defiance to the. 
Spirit of God, though the moſt glaring Proofs 
and Reaſons were brought to confirm both the 


Veracity of the Doctrine, and the Truth of 
Chriſt's being the Meſſiah; which plainly 
proves, that they were firmly reſolved to verfiſt 
in their Infidelity, in Oppoſition to the Evi- 
dence of both God and Nature; that is, they 
were reſolved to blaſ pheme the Soy: Ghoft, 
by rejecting the Meſſiah. 1 

To apply what has been ſaid to our Wi 


Infidels : It is plain, that did not theſe Gentle- 


men find a very great Reluctance in their Wills 
to obey the Precepts of the Goſpel, they would 
readily bring their Underſtandings to believe 


the Word of God: It is certainly owing to 


this Waywardneſs of the Will to Practice, 
that keeps the Mind at ſuch a Diftance from 


Belief: So that theſe Prejudices, againſt the 


Goſpel Truths, ariſe not ſo much from a want 
0 of $ 4 of 
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of Conviction in the Underſtanding, ' as an 
Obſtinacy in the Will, from the foregoing 
Grounds, to ſubmit to leur Evidence. 

Ix the Courſe of my Reading, I ſeldom have 
met with an Author, that took much Pleaſure in 
depreciating the Excellencies of the human 
Nature, but that, if he ſpoke out his real 
Sentiments, he appeared at the Bottom, either 
an Atheiſt or Infidel: And J ſpeak this from 
my own Knowledge, becauſe I have, divers 
Times, been engaged in Diſputes with Men of 
this Complexion ; and when ever hard preſſed 
with an Argument, they would moſt common- 
ly take Sanctuary i in the deplorable Ignorance 
of Man, and the Uncertainty of his Know- 
ledge, even in his beſt State of Nature. But 
if Man was ſo very ignorant in Nature, then 
it proves; that there was the greater Necefft ty 
for a Revelation. And as God is acknow- 
ledged, on all Sides, to be a beneficent Being, 
ſo there is the greateſt Reaſon to believe, that 
he would anſwer the Neceſſities of his Crea- 
tures, and not ſuffer them always to continue 


without the Light proper for their State and 
Condition. : 


InpzeD, what was am aid pf Mon 
taign, that ingenious Eſay-Writer, by a great 
Wit, may aptly: enough be applied to moſt 
of our modern Infidels. That he was ex- 
tremely well verſed, in pointing out the Defetts 
and Frailties of Mankind, but perfectly unac- 
quainted with the Excellencies of the human 
Nature: So theſe Gentlemen take great Plea- 

1 {ure 
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ſure in playing off the Foibles and irregular 
Tianſactions of the Patriarchs and Prophets, 
of Moſes and the Apoſtles, without ever trou- 
bling their Heads concerning the Truth of the 
Revelation, or the Reaſons and Grounds n 
which it is ſupported. 

N ow, in the Name of Wonder, what 1276 
me Slips and Failings of the Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, or even of the Apoſtles themſelves to do 
with this Scheme of Providence, handed out 
to the World for the Salvation of Mankind? 
170 did not think fit to deſtroy the Liberty of 

ill ; or over-rule their Freedom of Choice, 
when he exalted holy Men of Old to the Dig- 
nity of the — Charge, and endued 
them with his Spirit from on high: Neither did 
the Powers he gave the Apoſtles to caſt out De- 
vils, work Miracles, and controul the Powers of 
Nature, render them impeccable, or exempt them 
from the common Frailties incident to the hu- 
man Nature. They continued the ſame Men, and 
were ſubject to the like * Paſſions with other 
People: And our Sayiour himſelf has told 
us; that many, to whom the higheſt Preroga- 
tives were vouchſafed of working Miracles; of 
cafting out Devils; and of doing many won- 
derful Works, ſhall, at the Day of Retribution, 
receive that ſeyere Sentence: — Depart from 
me, ye Hypocrites, I know ye not, into ever- 
laſting Fire: And St. Paul after all his Reve- 
iN his Intercourſe with the Deity, and 
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an Admiſſion to a full View of the beatifick 
Viſion, yet only obtained this Favour, as he de- 
clares himſelf : That he was obliged to be more 
careful and circumſpect of his Chriſtian Cha- 
racer, by greater Degrees of Charity and Hu- 
mility ®; /eft, while he preached to others, 
he himſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away, or have his 
Portion with the Devil and his Angels : For 
where much is given; there it is conſiſtent with 
the higheſt Reaſon, that much ſhould be re- 
quired ; and this, according to what the Ene- 
mies toRevelation call: The eternal —_ and 
moral Fitneſs of Things. 

Wren the Enemies to Revelation are hard 
prefied, and driven from every Argument; ; 
they often take Sanctuary in their own Igno- 
rance, and have Recourſe to this ſtale Objec- 
tion, What? ſay they, If this scheme of 
God's Providence, revealed in Scripture, be the 
beſt and moſt perfect; why was it ſo long de- 
layed; why was it not commenſurate ts the 
divine Intelle& : And why was the Creation 
poſtponed to a Point of Time leſs then fix 
thouſand Years ago? To all which 1 ſhall 
return no other Anſwer, beſides what I have 
ſaid in the preliminary Diſcourfe to 'the 
3 Book, but this. — That unleſs, we were 
eternally exiſting ourſelves with the divine Be- 
ing, it muſt neceſſarily be above the Reach of 
our Capacities, to comprehend the Wiſdom u 
which the Almighty grounds the Reaſons of his 
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Actions. Thoſe, that ſtart Objections of this 
Nature, are fully reſolved to continue ſome- 
what worſe than Infidels, in Oppoſition to all 
the Evidences of Senſe, Reaſon, and Revela- 
tion. For my own Part, I ſhall always con- 
tinue to reverence the eternal Laws of God and 
Nature; and, when ſuch, bold, and audacious 
Queſtions are ſtarted, fit down in awful Si- 
lence: Lay my Hand upon my Mouth; and lay 
Nothing. 

I xnow ſome * be ready to object, That, 
in divers Parts of this Eſſay, I have laboured to 
advance the human Nature of Adam, in his firſt 
Creation, above Angels, and the moſt favoured 
Creatures of God. I confeſs I have done ſo; 
and I purpoſely did it, becauſe I really — 

I had good Warrant and Authority, from both 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, for what I have 
delivered on that Point of Doctrine: For they 
all ſpeak of Man in Terms, that plainly ſup- 
poſe him as high, in the Scale of Nature, as I 
ave. placed him: And thoſe glorious Bodies 
we ſhall obtain upon our Reſurrection to eter- 
nal Life (which are only: ourſelves reſtored 
to that primitive Nature, we ſhould: have en- 
joyed, in Caſe Adam had never fallen) plainly 
be ſpeak Man to have been a high exalted Crea- 
ture; But if we reflect upon Chriſt's Incarna- 
tion, and his taking the Manhood into God: 
Theſe Elevations clearly demonſtrate, that the 
Fleſh of Man is capable of being united to the 
Peity; and e that he ſtands firſt 
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in the Scale of Beings, that adorn the Ctea⸗ 
tion. | 

Bur, laben I cloſe this Introduction, 1 
muſt beg leave to anſwer one of the ſevereſt 
and keeneſt Satyrs againſt the Individuals of 
human Nature, that 'ever I believe dropped 
from the Pen of a Chriſtian Writer. The Au- 
thor I have in View, was the learned Dr. Bur- 
net, formerly Maſter of the Charter- Houſe: 
This Gentleman, in his ſacred Theory of the 
Earth, is ſo far from ſuffering Man to enjoy 
even thoſe leſſer Prerogatives, and Perfections, 
that moſt properly correſpond with this fallen 
State of his Nature, that he labours with the 
higheſt Strains of Wit and Railery, not only 
to depreſs him beneath what he really is; but 
to lay him in the Duſt; and to level him even 
with the Beaſts that periſn. 4 In the 11 
Chapter of the 24 Book; he flings out theſe 
bold and moſt ungenerous Expreſſions againſt 
Man, this Lord of the Creation, ennobled and 
dignified by the Blood of God. We can- 
« not, ſaith he, by any Means imagine, that 
« all Nature, and this great Univerſe were 
« made only for the Sake of Man, the mean- 
« eſt of all intellectual Creatures: Nor, that 
* this little Planet we ſojourn upon for a fer 
Pays, is the only habitable Part of the Uni- 

% verſe. Theſe are Thoughts ſo groundleſs, 
« unreaſonable, ' and derogatory to the Wiſ⸗ 
« dom, Goodneſs, and infinite men on _ 
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firſt Cauſe ; that they deſerve much better 
to be branded for Hereſies in Religion, than 


many Opinions that have been cenſured for 


ſuch in former Ages: For how could it ever 
poſſibly enter into the Heart of vain Man, 
to believe himſelf the principal Part of 
God's Creation ; or that all the reſt was 
ordained for his Service and Pleaſure ? 
Man, — whoſe Follies we laugh at every 
Day, whoſe Pleaſures are Vanity, and his 
Paſſions folly; who ſees himſelf every 


« way weak and impotent ; hath little Power 


over himſelf, and leſs over external Nature: 
He is mutable in his Will, irregular in his 


© Appetites, and prone to Evil; nor can exe- 


cute ſo much as his own good Reſolutions, 
Few of theſe Sons of Men, for whom, 
they ſay, all Things were made, are the 
Sons of Virtue, fewer yet the Friends of 
Wiſdom, and feweſt of all find out the way 
of Life: They ſpend their Days in Folly 


and Sin, and then go down to the Regions 


of Death and Miſery. And is it poſſible to 
believe, that all Nature and all Providence 


are chiefly 'and principally concerned for 


their Sakes? Moſt certainly, if we made the 
leaſt impartial Reflection upon ourſelves, 


we ſhould be aſhamed of any ſuch arrogant 
Thought: Is it not a more reaſonable Con- 
Aluſion, that the wiſe Man paſſes upon the 
Foibles of human Nature? — Surely every 


Man is altogether Vanity. Man that comes 


Into the World at the Will of another, and 


goes 
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ec goes out again by a thouſand Accidents : 
« His Birth and Education generally determine 
« his Fate here ; and neither of theſe: are in 
« his own Power: His Wit alſo is as uncer- 
ce tain as his Fortune. He has not the Mould- 
« ing of his own Brain; ſo that a knock on 
« the Head often diſconcerts his Senſes, and 
« renders him fooliſh as the Beaſts in the 
« Field: And alittle Exceſs of Paſſion or Me- 
« lancholy makes him worſe ; mad, frantick, ox 
« ſtupid. In his beſt Senſes, he is ſhallow, 
« and of little Underſtanding ; and in nothing 
« more blind and ignorant, than in Things 
« ſacred and divine: He falls down before a 
«« Stock. or Stone, and ſays; Thou art my 
* God: He can believe Nonſenſe and Con- 
« tradictions; and make it his Religion ſo to 
« do. And is this the great Creature, which 
« God has made, by the Might of his Power; 
« and for the Glory of his Majeſty ; upon 
c whom all Things muſt wait; and to whom 
« all Things ought to be ſubſervient ? Me- 
« thinks, we have remarked groſs Failings 
and Weakneſſes enough; yet, with all theſe 
« Follies, he is ſo vain; as to think, that this 
t whole Univerſe was made n boy ry 
6 Lahn... 

VAIN and ritenilius Man, egregious hfo. 
Gopher! Kneweſt thou not: That it was to 
reſtore this every Way weak and impotent 
Creature, Man; | whoſe Follies we laugh at 
every Day, that prevailed with the ſecond 
Perſon. of the ever bleſſed Trinity, to come 


down 
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down from the ſacred Manfions of Bliſs and 
Immortality ; to veil his divine Attributes in 
Fleſh? It was to reſcue this ſhallow, blind, 
and ignorant Creature Man from eternal Mi- 
ſery, brought on himſelf by the Fall, that the 
Lord of Glory was content to be. born in a 
Stable, cradled in a Manger, and deſtitute of 
a Dwelling, where to reſt his wearied Limbs : 
It was for the Redemption of this ſtupid, fran- 
tick, and mad Creature Man, and to reſtore 
him to a Senſe of his Follies, that prevailed 
with the ever bleſſed Jeſus to ſojourn amongſt 
Mortals; and to reveal to them the Means of 
Grace, and the Hopes of Glory: It was for 
this vain Fool, ſtupid as the Beaſts of the 
Field, who received his Folly by a Knock on 
the Head upon Adam's Fall; that the ſame 
Jeſus was content to be betrayed, to be buf- 
feted, to be ſcourged, to be crucified, and at 
laſt, to die the Death: And laſtly; it was to 
redeem this vain, arrogant Creature Man, from 
all his Weakneſſes and Follies; and from which 
none of the Powers of Nature could ſet him 
free; that the ſame glorious Perſon aroſe 
from the Dead, aſcended up to Heaven, and led 
Captivity Captive : The. mighty Word it was, 
that gave Gifts unto Men, and filled them with 
the holy Spirit of God. Theſe are the illuſtri- 
ous. Tranſactions: of our bleſſed Lord and Ma- 
ſter, done in behalf of this fooliſh, ſtupid Crea- 
ture Man; to redeem him from that Bondage 
of Sin and Slavery he was fallen into; and 
from which he could not recover himſelſ. — 
In 0b on 


Fon Man, therefore, the Ornament of the 
Creation, ſhine all thoſe glorious Orbs of Light; 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars, in the Firmament 
of Heaven: For his Sake do they ſhed their 
benign Influence upon the Earth, the Sea, and 
Air, to preſerve in Nature every thing neceſſary 
for Life: And, for his Pleaſure do the Meads 
ſmile, the Vales bring forth, and the Hills 
abound with Flocks and Herds : So that tak- 
ing our Meaſures upon theſe Grounds, it is not 
only neceſſary to ſuppoſe, but moſt reaſonable: 
to believe: That Man is that great Creature 
which God at firſt formed by the Might of 
his Power, and for the Honour and Glory of 
his Majeſty. For Individuals of the human 


Nature (when ſet in Competition with other 


intellectual Beings) are to be rated or valued, not 
only according to the Reaſon Underſtanding, and 
Knowledge they are endued with, or appear 
to have, while Nature obliges them to ani- 
mate theſe frail Bodies; but according 'to 
what they had or ſhould have had under 
their primitive State of Perfection: And ac- 
cording to what the holy Scripture aſſures us, 
they ſhall again have in thoſe Regions of Bliſs 
and Immortality f, when their vile Bodies ſhall 
be changed like unto Chriſt's glorious Body, 
and their Souls and Spirits approach neareſt 
the Eſſence of that eternal Being s, with whom 


there is neither Variation nor Shadow of 


_ Change : So that upon a right Reflection, it 


(my appears, that the high Prerogatives that 
f Phil. iii. ver. 21, 22. s James i. vet. 17. 
| eats One 
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one ſingle Man enjoys, as redeemed by the 
Blood of Chr:/?, ſets him infinitely above all 
the Matter that ever God created in the Uni- 
verſe : For great or little in Bulk implies not 
Excellence: And what is Matter, in its own 
Nature, diveſted of Life, but a Lump of 
Earth void of Senſe, Motion, and h Change? 
In ſhort, Matter, diveſted of all its Accidents, 
is a Being next to Nothing ; for between No- 
thing and a Being thus circumitantiated there 
are no Degrees of Compariſon. It is true, 
when the Prophet Feremiab attempts to hum- 
ble the exceſſive Haughtineſs and Pride of the 
Fews, he, in Deriſion, calls to them in this 
ſarcaſtical Language: O Earth! Earth! Earth! 
hear the Word of the Lord: But even here 
the Prophet calls to Earth animated : He calls 
to Man, whoſe chief Part was not Earth, but 
the Breath of God: And though the intellec- 
tual Powers of Man were greatly clouded by 
the Fall, yet he was again to have that Image 
of his Maker renewed by the Blood of Chrift. 

I sH0ULD moſt readily have drawn a Veil 
over the foregoing ſarcaſtical Drollery, were 
it not, that the ſame low Sentiments and ridi- 
culous Conceptions, concerning the human 
Nature, are daily vented and propagated a- 
mongſt us: However, had not Man, in his 
primitive State of Perfection, been ſuperior to 
Angels in Nature, there is little Reaſon to be- 
lieve; that the ſecond Perſon of the ever 


0 Void of Activity. ul Terem, xxii. 29. 


bleſſed 
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bleffed Trinity would have been obliged ta 
make ſuch an infinite Stoop to redeem fallen 
Men: Nor needed God to have made the 
higheſt Arch-Angel Gabriel, the Ambaſſador 
of his Meſſage, both to the bleſſed Virgin and 
Zaccarias the Prieſt: A meaner Sacrifice for 
Man, and lower Miniſters of his Providence; 
than one that continually ſtands in the Preſence 
of the Almighty, might well enough have 
ſerved to advertiſe them of the Greatneſs of 
the Events, that were ſhortly to be accom- 
pliſhed. 

Mos x aſſuredly, God, who ever acts, un- 
der all the Diſpenſations of his Providence, ac- 
cording to the eternal Reaſons and moral Fit- 
neſs of Things; and always proportions Cauſes 
to produce ſuitable Effects, could have found 
out a Medium more appropriate to the Re- 
demption of the ſuppoſed, finite, fallen Indi- 
viduals of the human Nature; if, indeed, ori- 
ginally they had been finite, as, in Time, 
they were fallen (eſpecially if we conſider 
Man in that pitiful and contemptible Light 
Dr. Burnet has placed him.) But the Coming 
down of the Son of God from the Boſom of 
his Father; his taking our Nature upon him; 
and his dying in that Nature clearly demon- 
ſtrated ; that there was never a Medium, in the 
Nature of Things, capable of reſcuing Man 
from the Miſery of his Fall : So that, from the 
Dignity of his Sacrifice, it plainly appears, 
that Man, in his primitive State of Perfection, 
ſtood at the Head of the Creation, and was 

ſuperior 
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ſu uperior to all other created Beings, as will 
more particularly be made out in the: Courſe of 
the following Pages. - Ek: 
Tus Things are not only ſaid, in the 1 
Books following, but, I hope, proved to the 
Satisfaction of all reaſonable Men: And, as 
theſe Gentlemen, that oppoſe Revelation, ſet 
themſel ves up for ſtrict Reaſoners, ſo it is to be 
preſumed, they will engage heartily upon the 
Study of the grand Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith; and ſearch diligently, whether theſe 
great Events, as delivered in Scripture, be con- 
formable to the Laws of Nature, or not: And, 
after an impartial Examination, then, in God's 
Name, let them determine their Aſſent, accord- 


ing to the Principles of an unbiaſſed Judg- 
ment. 
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Boundaries that limit Things natural, from 
thoſe that are ſupernatural; as they relate 


ro Man, both before, . 1 the n 
ee and Fall. 


0 W. FOI the Gai of this 

3, divine Eſſay begins with the Foun- 
dations of our moral Nature ; and 
reaches to the laſt Period of Time, 
in one continued Chain of Cauſes, 
Effects, and their Conſequences, drawn out 
from one firſt Principle, vi. The Creation of 
Man: It will not be unſeaſonable, if, in the 
firſt Place, we conſider, what Nature is ; what 
Providence ; ; and what the diſtin& Bounda- 
ries are that limit Things natural, from 
thoſe that are ſupernatural ; and how all the 
Laws and Operations, of both the one and the 
other, are directed and governed by the Ad- 


miniſtration of a Supreme, Almighty Being : And 
| D 


8 
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And this will directly lead us to the Diſcovery 
of God the Author of Nature, and enable us 
-to entertain a ſuitable, and true Notion of 
nattral Providence, which ſeems not, by many 
Writers, to have been very well underſtood of 
late. 

THERE 1s noWay, by which we can conceive 
a perfect Idea of Things, but by taking them 
in their full Extent, and Latitude ; whereby 
we more readily deduce them from their firſt 
*Riſe and Origine. By this Means the Build- 
ing appears all of a Piece: The Jars and Diſ- 


cord, which ſeemed to interrupt the Harmony 
between the Laws of Nature and the Princi- 


ples of Revelation, entirely vaniſh : And the 


| whole Syſtem appears one conſiſtent Scheme, 


perfectly regular and uniform. And hence it 
follows, that the Promulgation of the Old 
and New Teftaments, cannot ſo properly be 
called a Republication of the Law of our Na- 
ture; as a Revelation of theſe two oppoſite 
States of Happineſs and Miſery, that are to 
happen to Man through the whole Extent of 
his Being. This Scheme of God, of Nature, 
and of Providence, is above the Reach of the 
moſt enlarged Capacity to comprehend; nor 
could ſuch a noble Complotment ever have 


7 entered into the Heart or Soul of Man, had 


he not been aided by the Benefit of divine Re- 


velation. 


ih Now Chriſtianity is ane Branch of the 


Plan, that — the. whole Scheme: And 


as 
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as the Mo/aick Diſpenſation, and the Writings 
of the Prophets, open to us the Revelation of 
what we originally were in Adam, and what 
we are in this fallen State of Nature; ſo the 
Revelation of Chriſt and his Apoſtles aſſure us 
of both what we are in this renovated State of 
our Nature by the Redemption of Chriſt; and 
of what we ſhall be, in theſe glorious Regions 
of Bliſs and Immortality, when we come to 
enjoy the Society of Angels and Arch-Angels; 
and are admitted to ſee the glorious Majeſty 
of God Face to Face, or even as he exiſts. 

In Treating of the Works of God, and the 
Laws of his divine Providence, we ought to 
be highly careful always to write up to the Dig- 
nity of the Subject; and, if poſſible, never to 
let fall any Expreſſion, that may convey an 
Idea derogatory to the Perfections of that Al- 
mighty eternal Being: And tho' we cannot 
always raiſe our Thoughts to ſuch a Point of 
Elevation, as may enable us to ſpeak of God, 
in a Style becoming his divine Majeſty (Forwbo, 
as Job well i obſerves, can find out the Almighty 
to Perfection? that is, ſo unvail the Divine 
Attributes to the Underſtandings of finite Mor- 
tals, that they may behold them, with the 
ſame Clearneſs, that the Image is viewed 
through the Medium of a poliſhed Mirrour) 
yet we ſhould always be careful, never to fix 
upon God a Conduct, that falls infinitely be- 


Job xxxvii. 23 
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neath the Dignity. of his Nature: For it is, 


with great Difficulty, that we trace out aright 
the Things that are upon Earth, and the Ob- 


jets that lie before us: Bui the Things that 


are in Heaven, who hath ſearched out : And 


0 whom hath the Lord revealed the ſecret 
; Counſels of his Wiſdom? 


Ou ſublimeſt Thoughts, and moſt forcible 
Language, are naturally prone to fall infinitely 
beneath the Subject, when we attempt to ſpeak 
of God and his Providence: And though we 
rightly judge, that he ever acts according to 


the eternal Reaſon and Nature of Things, 
which demonſtrates thoſe Actions to be infi- 
nitely wile, juſt, and holy; yet, from the 
Suggeſtions of our own Thoughts, we are too 
apt to meaſure the divine Counſels by the ſcanty 


Standard of our frail Reaſon, and to judge, 


"that the everlaſting God is determined in his 
Actions, from the ſame particular Motives, 
that would influence a good, pious, and pru- 
dent Man, to act upon the like Occaſions: 
And, in'attempting to explore the myſterious 
Agency of the divine Adminiſtration, we too 
frequently conſult our own finite Underſtand- 
ings, various Inclinations, and fickle Paſſions, 
without making juſt Allowances, in reaſoning 
from our impotent Selves, to that infinite and 
tranſcendent Nature of the Deity. 


Tuus when we read in Scripture, That the 
Lord was angry: Mat it grieved him at the 
Heart : Theſe Expreſſions only diſcover that 
our 
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our Nature is at Diſcord with the divine Na- 
ture. When he is ſaid to love us; then his 
Nature is in Harmony with ours, and we 
think and will the ſame with the Deity ; And, 
in this Senſe, we are ſaid, by the Apoſtle: 
k To be Partakers of the divine Nature : But 
God never changes his Meaſures ſo, as that 
Change implies a Paſſion of ImperfeCtion ; nor 
can there be any Motive for Change in a Being 
infinitely perfect. So, when it is ſaid, 1 That 
it repented the Lord, he had made Man: 
This is only an Expreſſion ſuited to our Capa- 
cities, and implies, that Man is changed from 
what he was, in his primitive Creation; and 
is become mutable, in this imperfect State of 
Name. 1 ES. 

Now, if we would entertain juſt Appre- 
henſions of God, we ought to conceive of 
him, as he is, the infinite, eternal, and uni- 
verſal Being : The Source of all Cauſes; and 
the Fountain of all Creatures: He is the Ori- 
gine from whence they all flow, and whither 
they return as the Rivers riſe and fall into the 
Sea: We muſt know him by that Name he 
has given himſelf, which certainly unfolds his 
Nature more clearly than any other, — 11 
AM, that I AM. — This Name he doubt- 
leſs aſſumed, in his Conference with Myſes, 
that he might better diſcriminate his eternal 
Exiſtence, from the Exiſtence of all created 


2 Pei. i. 4. | Sen. vi. 6. ® Exod. iii. 14. 
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38 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
Nature: For he is the very Being; that is, 
Self-exiſtent, and can never be reduced under 
any Claſs of Creatures in the Scale of Nature, 
ſince all other Creatures received their Exiſt- 
ence from his creative Power. 

TRE Notion of a ſpiritual Efſence does not 
fully reach the ſublime, adequate Idea of his 
divine Perfections; becauſe, That, in ſome 
Meaſure, we poſſeſs as well as himſelf : How- 
ever, God is a Being, that, in all his Actions, 
diſcovers the Character of an infinite and uni- 
verſal Cauſe, the Effect of unlimited Wiſdom 
and Power : His Underſtanding 1s the eternal 
Treaſury of all neceſſary Truths, comprehend- 
ing, in one View, all the Relations, Habi- 
tudes, and Fitneſſes of Things, which is more 
emphatically expreſſed by the Apoſtle thus. — 
Known to God are all his Works from the 
Foundation of the World. And, in thus con- 
templating the divine Attributes, there appears 
fo vaſt a Diſproportion betwixt the Reach of 
that Almighty Being, that inhabits Eternity, 
and the low grovelling Nature of Man, in this 
fallen State of Things, that God may well 
declare of himſelf, as he does by the n Prophet 
Haiab, That my Thoughts are not as your 
Thoughts ; neither are my Ways as your Ways. 
For as far as the Heavens are removed above 
the Earth, fo far are my Ways higher than 
yours, ſaith the Lord; that is, he acts by an 
eternal and unchangeable Wiſdom ; and which 


o J/digh lv. 8, 9. 
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is perfectly correſpondent with the eternal Rea- 
ſon and moral Fitneſs of Things. And there- 
fore, all his Actions muſt neceſſarily be con- 
ducted upon the beſt and wiſeſt Principles 
imaginable: So that, upon theſe Grounds, 
and this Plan of Providence, I ſhall not fear 
to lay down the following general Propoſition 
as fundamental to all our future Enquiries up- 
on the Principles of Man's Redemption. 


PROP. I, 


THAT the whole Scheme of Man's Re- 
demption, as plann'd out by Moſes and the 
Prophets, by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is found- 
ed upon the eternal Reaſon, and moral Fitneſs 
of Things ; that is, (as I explain theſe Terms 
of eternal Reaſon, and moral Fitneſs) that 
there are Reaſons in Nature why Things ſhould 
be as they are, and not otherwiſe : That theſe 
Reaſons are eternal and unchangeable : And, 
that, upon theſe eternal Reaſons are grounded 
their moral Obligations, as that Obligation 
calls for the Payment of our moral Duty and 
Obedience, 

Now, in the Sequel of this Eſſay, I do not 
queſtion, but to be able to prove to the Satiſ- 
faction of every unbiaſſed Reader, that the 
Laws of Nature, and the Principles of our 
Redemption, perfectly coincide; and, as far 
as our dark and benighted Faculties can com- 
prehend, make o7 a moſt compleat, uniform, 


1 iq And 
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*: beautiful Syſtem of Providence, drawn 
out from firſt to laſt; from the Creation to 
the Conſummation of all Things, For. the 
everlaſting. Righteouſneſs or Truths of God 
revealed in Scripture, affuredly can imply no- 
thing more than his eternal Wiſdom, and Jos 
ſtice, as exiſting in Nature, | 

Bur before we enter upon this Plan of our 
Redemption purchaſed by Chriſt, and the 
Fall of Man, that rendered that great Event 
neceſſary; it will be highly proper, that we 
firſt conſider the Laws of Man's Being in a 
State of Nature; What Nature is in itſelf ; 
what, as it relates to Man, Angels, and God: 
And what Rank this dei-form Creature Man 
holds in the Scale of Beings, that adorn- the 
Univerſe ; This, (if we can reach the ſublime 
Idea) will be a Piece of Knowledge worthy of 
our Enquiry; as it will give to Man that juſt 
Dignity, Place, and Pre- eminence, that he 
pught to enjoy in Nature, both by Reaſon of 
his primitive State of Perfection; and as he is 
redeemed by the Blood of Chrift, 

Tux true Scheme of Almighty D 
in carrying on the univerſal Redemption of 
Mankind, muſt neceſſarily correſpond with 
the eternal Reaſon of Things ; For his infinite 
Mind, clearly foreſaw all the poſſible Cauſes, 
Effects, and Conſequences of Things, as they 
would affect Men, both in the Creation, Fall, 
15 Ee long before they had a Sub- 

ſtence in Nature, and when he had ſurveyed 
the yniverſal Plan of Nature, ſeen how Things 


would 
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would act, in caſe they were put into Being; 
and what the Events of all their Actions would 
amount to, his infinite Wiſdom moved him to 
ſuit the Laws, direct the Platform, and lay 
the Foundation of all Things upon the ſteddy 
and unchangeable Principles of Reaſon and 
Nature. 
Anp though the Wiſdom of God works by 
ways ſecret to us; yet theſe Ways are ſure, 
ſteddy, and always without the leaſt Force 
upon the free Wills of moral Agents: So that 
the Government of this ſublunary World is 
not carried on (as too often happens in human 
Governments) by Will, Paſſion or Humour, 
but is always accompliſhed by perfect Wiſ- 
dom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs: » For he loveth 
Righteouſneſs and Judgment; the Earth is full 
of the Goodneſs of the Lord : And his tender 
Mercies are over all his Works : And tho' what 
the Pſalmiſt ſaith, be certainly true —— That 
whatſoever the Lord pleaſeth, that did be, in 
Heaven, and in Earth, and in the Sea, Id 
in all deep Places; yet iti is equally as certain, 
that God will never do any Thing, either in 
Heaven, or in the Earth, or in the Sea, but 
what is an Effect of infinite Goodneſs ; and, 
in ſuch Ways, as are conſiſtent with infinite 
Juſtice ; and in ſuch Perfection, as is the Re- 
ſult of infinite Wiſdom. Nor does he only diſ- 
play the Beams of his ſurpaſſing Glory to Man 
the Lord of * Creation, but extends his Bleſ⸗ 
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ſings over the whole Univerſe, and reaches out 
his providential Hand to the meaneſt Reptile, 
that crawleth on the Ground: So that he 
Beaſts of the Field, the Fowls of the Air, the 
Fiſhes of the Sea, with the various Claſſes of 
Inſects, are all under the Protection and Gui- 
dance of this Almighty Being: Theſe all wait 
upon thee, and thou giveſt them their Meat in 
due Seaſon : Thou openeſt thy Hand, and they 
are filled with Good. This is the Character, 
that the Royal Prophet gives of both God's 
general and particular Providence, that extend- 
eth over all Nature, and is privy to the leaſt, 
equally with the greateſt Concerns, that happen 
in Life. DFT | 

Such elevated Thoughts, as theſe, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily oblige a Man of true Wiſdom and 
Virtue, to live conformable to the Dignity of 
the human Nature; eſpecially if he ſeriouſly 
reflects, that he is under the continual Inſpe- 
ction of that Being, whoſe Power is privy 
to all our Thoughts, Words, and Actions; 
and conſequently nearer to us, than we are to 
our very ſelves: ? For he knows our Down/ittin 
and our Upriſing, is about our Path and about 
our Bed, and ſpieth out all our Ways: So that 
whether we lie down, or riſe up, whether we 
ſleep or awake, or whatever Way we turn our 
ſelves; the Eye of this impartial Judge is 
| ſure to be upon us. For how can any Thing 


P Pf. cxxxix. 1, 2. 
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be hidden from him, à Who underſtands the 


Thoughts of Man, long before they are conceived 
in the Mind ? 

To ſay, therefore, that God's Bleſſings are 
arbitrarily dealt out to the Children of Men ; 
or that he diſpenſeth Good or Evil to them, 
without any other Reaſon; but merely becauſe | 
it is his Will, 1s highly to diſparage this Sove- 
reign of the Univerſe ; and to ſink him, from 
the moſt perfect Being, down on a Level with 
the worſt of Men: For all Individuals, the 
wiſer and better they grow, the leſs are they 
led by Humour, Paſſion, and Will; and the 
more ſteddily do they cleave, in all their Ac- 
tions, to the eternal Laws of Right Reaſon, 
and Virtue: And therefore we may reſt well 
aſſured, that God, who is the Source, Original, 
and Perfection, of Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Goodneſs, can never, in his Dealings with any 
of his Creatures, depart from the Rule or 
Standard of theſe Laws. | 

Trvus far of Providence, in the Govern- 
ment of Nature : Now, if we proceed to exa- 
mine into Nature herſelf, we ſhall perceive, 
that, ſhe is only an Inſtrument in the Hand 
of God, wherewith he effects his moſt ſecret 
Purpoſes. : For Nature, as diſtinguiſhed from 
her Laws, is either univerſal or particular. 
By univerſal Nature 1 comprehend that huge 
Bulk or Syſtem of Beings, that adorn indefi- 
nite Space; and which compoſe thoſe various 


2 Pf. exxxix. 1, 2. 
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Claſſes of Creatures, that make up the Har- 
mony of the Univerſe, _ 
B particular Nature I e e any Claſs 
of Beings, with their Powers, Attributes, and 
Motions, exiſting in that Point of Space, they 
hold in the Scale of Nature: For, it is the Opi- 
nion of Philoſophers, that there is a regular Fit- 
neſs, in the Reafon of Things, whereby all Be- 
ings preſerve their Exiſtence in Nature, accord- 
ing to their firſt Appointment by Almighty God. 
That Branch of natural Beings, diſcoverable 
by the Uſe of our natural Faculties, without 
the Aid of Revelation, 1s called natural Know- 
ledge: And when that Knowledge relates to 
divine Things, and the Worſhip of the Deity, 
then it is termed Natural Religion. Thoſe Parts 
of Nature and divine Things, that are above the 
Reach of our Faculties to comprehend ; and 
which God has been pleaſed to communicate 
to the World, either immediately by his Spi- 
rit, or mediately by Men divinely inſpired ; 
we call Revelation, or the revealed Will of God 
communicated to Man in a State of Nature. 
Thoſe ſublime Objects, that neither the Uſe 
of our natural Faculties can comprehend, nor 
Revelation aſcertain us of, are called Superna- 
tural, or the Unrevealed Objects of Nature. 
Fon this Survey of Things we find great 
Reaſon to believe, that, upon the Creation, 
the whole Series of Beings from the loweſt 
Claſs of Inanimates up to the moſt high God, 
were all ſo linked and concatenated with each 
other, as to make up a moſt beautiful Syſtem 


of 
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of Nature: And that, by the Aſſiſtance f 


Revelation, and reflecting upon the various Ef. 
fects of their Cauſes, as they exiſt in this 
fallen State of Things, we may ſtill diſcover 
ſome faint Glimmerings of what we were by 

original Creation ; what we made ourſelves by 


the Tranſgreſſion and Pall ; what we are ſince 


regenerated in Chriſt; and what we ſhall be 
when tranſlated to thoſe en Regions of 
Bliſs and Immortality. 

Ir we ſeriouſly. reflect upon the 1 
that fix or mark out the Boundaries between 
natural and ſupernatural Being, we ſhall readily 
perceive, that they are only relative Terms; 
and that, in an abſolute Senſe, there is no ſuch 
Thing as SUPERNATURAL BEING in the Uni- 
verſe, except God alone; who is both the 
Creator of Nature, and the Author of the 
Laws of Nature: For all created Being is, in 
ſtrict Propriety of Speech, NATURE. Things, 
therefore, that are above the Reach of Man's 
moſt enlarged Faculties to comprehend, and 
for that Reaſon are ſupernatural to him, may 
yet, nay muſt be, natural to the Angels, who 
are our Superiors, while. we continue under 
this frail State of our fallen Nature: And 
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neceſſarily be comprehended by the Deity, 
who is both above and beyond Nature : Who, 
by his omnipotent Wiſdom and Power, di- 
rects Nature, and all her Laws, Motions, and 
Operations, through the whole Extent of Be. 
in 
Sor as Man 1s the Subject of this Eſſay; ſo 
I ſhall ſteddily obſerve his Conduct; and view 
him, in all the Revolutions of his Being, from 
his riſing Birth in Nature, to the laſt Period 
of Time, and the Conſummation of all Things 
in the World to come. — This noble Being, 
Man, conſiſting of rational Powers, intelle- 
cual Ornaments, and voluntary Motions, is 
evidently ſet at the Head of this viſible World: 
For, whatever Way we caſt our Eyes, we can 
perceive Nothing, in Nature, equal to him ; 
much leſs above or beyond him. 
Tris ſupreme Dignity of Man is acknow- 
ledged on all Hands, to be his Right: But the 
great Point of Difficulty lies, in diſcovering 
what Rank he either does, or ſhall hold in the 
Scale of intellectual Natures : And if we alto- 
gether adhere to the preſent State of Nature, 
for our Enquiries; and rely wholy on the 
Sentiments of the greateſt natural Philoſophers, 
for this Diſcovery ; they will tell us, that 
Man is that Medium that connects the higheſt 
Claſs of viſible, with the loweſt of inviſible 
Beings ; that is, that conjoins the corporeal 
with the incorporeal Nature, or rather, unites 
the material with the immaterial World, or, 
to ſpeak in one Word, the reaſonable, K's 
intel- 
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intellectual Beings. This Idea, our Reflections 
upon the Principles of natural Philoſophy, 
and of our own Being, naturally ſuggeſts to 
us: And to the ſame Opinion, the learned 
Simplicius in his Comment upon Epictetus, 
ſubſcribes in theſe Words: « The Souls of 
« Men, faith he, are ſo contrived, as to link 
« together into one Perſon an heavenly and an 
« earthly Nature.” 

Bur if we will ſearch into the Records of 
the Old and New Teſtament, and conſult the 
Opinions of Moſes and the Prophets; of Chr? 
and his Apoſtles, who underſtood human Na- 
ture infinitely above all that ever were before, 
or have been ſince their Times, we ſhall rea- 
dily perceive, that we are to be advanced 
far above all Orders of Creatures, and hold 
the firſt Station in the Scale of intellectual Be- 
ings, even next, and immediately under the 
Deity himſelf : For it is an Article almoſt 
univerſally aſſented to by Chriſtians, ' that 
the human Nature is not only capable, but 
actually was united to the moſt high God: 
And the blefſed Apoſtle St. Paul affures us; 
that our vile Bodies ſhall be changed, hike unto 
his glorious Body; wherein we ſhall ſee God 
Face to Face: A Favour not permitted to 
either Angels or Arch-Angels ; for when theſe 
bleſſed Spirits behold the Preſence: of God, 
they are repreſented, as veiling their Faces 
with their Wings, and unable to look upon 
the Brightneſs of that tranſcendent N 

OW 
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Now it is expreſly ſaid, in * Geneſis: That 
Adam and Eve (immediately after the Fall) 
hid themſelves from the Preſence of the Lord 
God, becauſe they were affraid ; which 
Tranſaction plainly implies, that before that 
fatal Period, they could look upon the Pre- 
ſence of God, — behold his Glory. 

I am ſenſible, that divers Philoſophers fur- 
niſh out a moſt harmonious Scale of Creatures 
in this grand Theatre of the Univerſe; all ri- 
ſing, each above the other, by intermediate 
Gradations; and advancing in the Scale, with 
.a comely Grace and Majeſty up to the moſt 
high God. Of theſe numberleſs Aſcents, they 
make but one conſiſtent Scheme of Nature: 
Obſerve, ſay they, how between Things of 
mere Exiſtence, as Matter; and Creatures of 
Life, as Vegetables, there appears a manifeſt 
Difference: Between Plants and the inferior 
Reptiles or Creatures of the loweſt Senſe, 
there is ſtill a Gradation : And between theſe 
laſt and more perfect Animals the Aſcent is 
ſtill preſerved: And this Progreſſion of Na- 
ture, ſay they, is carried on through all the 
Orders of rational and intellectual Agents. But 
if we take this Scheme to Pieces, and tho- 
roughly examine it, we ſhall clearly diſcover ; 
that Things do not thus exiſt in Nature, as 
moſt of - theſe Gentlemen have imagined : 

For betwixt the higheſt ſenſitive Animals and 
wo, there is ach Aa vaſt Diſproportion, as 
25 * Cap. iii, 8. M 
can 
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can never come under the Claſs of any Grada- 
tion : So that, in this aſcending Scale of Na- 
ture, theſe Gentlemen never conſider, that 
they muſt neceſſarily break off this gradual 
Progreſſion, at Man, as he is a ſovereign Na- 
ture, and created Lord of this terraqueous Globe: 
For between a Sovereign and his Subjects, in 
the Order of Nature, as well as Government, 
there muſt neceſſarily be an immenſe Diſtance : 
And this is confirmed by Revelation, which de- 
clares : That God created Man with a l Do- 
minion and Soverergnty over every created Be- 

ing, that adorns this Place of our Subfitance. 

To talk, therefore, of any Claſs of Crea- 
tures, as coming but one Remove beneath this 
Sovereign Creature Man, would be juſt the 
ſame, as to ſuppoſe a Subject, overgrown in 
Wealth and Dignity, treading upon the Heels 
of ſovereign Majeſty, to fill up that Chaſm, 
there would evidently appear in Government, 
for want of ſuch a Creature. Now, who ob- 
ſerves not the Inconſiſtency of this Manner of 
Reaſoning; for between the higheſt Subject and 
a ſovereign Prince, there is always acknow- 
ledged ſuch a Difference, as may ſet them atan 
indefinite Diſtance from each other: So that, 
if you will link Creatures into Claſſes, you 
muſt evidently except God and Man, out of 
both the aſcending and deſcending Line, as 
they both are ſovereign Natures, and there- 
fore cannot be ranged under any Claſs. For 
God, as the univerſal Creator of Heaven and 


Gen. i. 26. 


Earth, 
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Earth, can never come in any Competition with 
his Creatures; ſeeing, that betwixt him, and 
the higheſt Arch-Angel, there is an ini 
Diſproportion. 

In this View alſo, we muſt look upon 
Man, as a ſovereign Nature; for he had the 
ſame Dominion and Power given him, upon 
his Creation, over this neither World, and all 
its native Inhabitants, that God reſerved to 
himſelf over the intellectual World of Spirits: 
So that between Man, a rational intellectual 
Agent, and the higheſt ſenſitive Animal there 
is ſuch a vaſt Gap or Chaſm left, in the Order 
of Nature, as never can be filled up by plac- 
ing him as the Center of Connexion, to pre- 
ſerve the Harmony between the ſenſitive, ra- 
tional, and intellectual World. 

Now, if we take a View of Adam in this 
Light, and conſider what he was before the 
Fall ; it will clearly appear, that there could 
be no ſuch Thing as Supernatural to him : 
For he, that could look upon God, and be- 
hold his Glory, certainly could look upon the 
moſt ſplendid created Objects in Natare. Su- 
pernatural 1s a forenſic Term, and implies thoſe 
Objects that exiſt in Nature, but, which, by 
Reaſon of the Imperfection of our natural 
Organs, are above the Reach of our moſt en- 
larged Conceptions to comprehend : But how 
came theſe Objects to be ſupernatural to us? 
Why; upon the Fall, our corporeal Nature 
was changed, and loſt thoſe glorious Per fecti- 
ons we enjoyed before that fatal Event: Upon 
- * this 


- 
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this unhappy Turn, our intellectual Faculties 
became limited to certain Objects, within the 
Sphere of our ſenſitive and animal Powers; 
which, we have Reaſon to believe, had no 
Place in that primitive State of Perfection: 2 
So that, from that fatal Period, whatever was 
above the Reach of the Senſes to comprehend 


_ was termed ſupernatural ; as they were lodged 


in a State, our beſt natural Faculties could not 
ſoar up to, But Adam both had a View of 
this ſupernatural State, and could look upon 
the higheſt ObjeCts of all created Nature, 

AN D hence it follows: That the Dignity of 
Angels; the Glory of Cherubims ; and the 
Majeſty of Seraphims, could not be unknown 
to Adam, as he could view the very God, that 


brought both himſelf, them, and all created 


Nature into Being : Now, what I have faid 
upon theſe Subjects is no more, than what the 


| Apoſtles of our Lord aſſure us of, viz. That 


we ſhall be advanced to ſee God Face to Face, 
and as he is, the eternal, ſelf-exiſtent Being: 

And if, by a new Modulation of our corpo- 
real Syſtem, we are to behold the Face of the 
eternal God ; then certainly, the ſame power- 
ful Spirit will enable us to penetrate into all 


the Myſteries of Nature, whereby we ſhall 


then be able to reconcile the moſt inſcrutable 
Problems, that relate to Creation, Time, and 
Providence, which, now, by Reaſon of the 
Depravity of our Nature, are attended with 
inſurmountable Difficulties, and almoſt ſeem- 
ing Contradictions, 4 upon theſe Grounds 

2 it 
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it follows: That Adam was immortal, not 
by Grace but by Nature: For Grace could 
have no Place in our Nature, before the Fall : 
For it is the Gift of God whereby he reſtores 
us to thoſe Favours we loſt in Adam. 
The little Glimmerings of Reaſon, that Man 
obtains, in this imperfect State of his Nature, 
is without all Queſtion a baſtard Principle, 
which we have Reaſon to believe aroſe upon 
the Fall; and was an effect of that Change 
his animal Organs ſuffered upon that fatal 
Event: So that, what was intellectual in 
Adam's primitive State of Perfection, became 
rational upon the Tranſgreſſion: And he, 
that at one Glance could view all the Perfe- 
ctions of Worlds in that ſupreme State of Na- 
ture, was forced, upon the Fall, to grope out 


their faded Beauties, by the obſcure Light of 
his erg Reaſon, 
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Of the Laws of Man's primitive Nature : 
And of their Perfection, and Eſtabliſhment 
by Almighty God, according to the eternal 
Reaſon and moral Ty of Things. 


UT notwithſtanding Man's Reaſon is 
much obſcured, from what it originally 
Was; notwithſtanding the Depreſſion of our 
natural Faculties fince the Fall of Man; and 
notwithſtanding the Obſcurity that naturally 
happened to the human Nature upon that 
great Event; yet the Light, that is left us, ſtill 
preſerves its moral Nature; ſtill that Light 
_ correſponds with the eternal Nature of Things, 
and diſcovers to us, ſo far as its Force and 
Energy reach, the Reaſon of the moral Fit- 
nels of Things. 

Ap, having thus far attempted to BOS 
ver, in general, what Man was according to 
his original Creation; and what Station he 
holds in the Scale of Beings, that adorn the 
Univerſe ; I proceed in the next Place, to con- 
ſider what Laws he was under in his primitive 
State of Innocence, and what were the Con- 
ditions of his remaining under the Perfection 
of theſe Laws. And though it be extreamly 
difficult, in this benighted State of Things, to 
diſcover what were the binding Laws of Adam 
in Paradiſe, yet the mutual Relations, natu- 
224.2 E Sn: rally 
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rally ſubſiſting between the God of Nature and 
ourſelves, will as neceſſarily diſcover them- 
ſelves to a reflecting Reaſon, as the poliſhed 
Mirrour does the Face of him that views it in 
that tranſparent Medium. 

Mx, in general, are ſo bigotted to the 
nn they daily converſe with: Their Minds 

o wedded to the Notions they imbibe in their 
early Parts of Life, from the Prejudices of Edu- 
cation; and their reaſonable Faculties fo bound 
down to what is obſervable in this fallen State 
of Nature; that it will require almoſt an Her- 
culian Labour to emancipate their Thoughts 
from theſe Shackles, or be able to bring them 
to believe, that Mankind were ever ina more 
perfect State of Happineſs, than what they 
now experience in themſelves. 

THERE 1s no Queſtion to be made, but 
that in caſe Adam had never fallen, every 
Man would have had an eternal Obligation 
upon him, to love the whole human Species ; 
as every Individual of that Species was to be a 
Partaker of the fame human Nature with him- 
ſelf : Upon the Fall, when Man warped from 
the Reaſon and moral Fitneſs of Things, and 
the human Species became Enemies to each 
other, through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and 
the Corruption that was infuſed into their Na- 
ture; the Obligations to Love and Benevo- 
lence did not ceaſe, but ſtill continued the 
ſame, as a Branch of our natural Duty : So 
that whoſoever is Partaker of the human Na- 
#7 th has a natural _ to our Love, _— 

er 
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ther he be our Friend or our Foe; our Bene- 
factor, or our Enemy; and this according to 
the eternal Law of our Nature. Upon theſe 
Grounds it is, that our Saviour commands 
us to love t our Enemies: And the Reaſon 
why this command is enjoined as a Chri- 
ſtian Duty, ariſes from hence, viz. Becauſe 
they are Partakers of the ſame human Na- 
ture with ourſelves: So that, to love our 
Enemies or Perſecutors, is only raiſing our de- 
praved Nature, by Grace or the Aſſiſtance of 
God's Spirit, to the ſame Degrees of Perfection, 
we ſhould naturally have had, in caſe Adam 
had continued innocent. This is to make us 
perfect, in this Branch of our Duty, even as 
our Father, which is in Heaven is perfect: He 
bears with ten thouſand Infults, every Day, 
from his moſt inveterate Enemies the Atheiſts, 
Deiſts, and Infidels; whom he not only for- 
gives, but favours with Lite, Food, and Rai- 
ment. 

New, that which preſerved this mutadd 
Relation between God and our firſt Parents, 
in Paradiſe, was. Law, Order, and that Re- 
Ritude that meaſured out the eternal Nature 
of Things. For, in Man's primitive State, 
God eftabliſhed Laws, whoſe Line ſhould be 
commenſurate to Man's Exiſtence; that is un- 
changeable and eternal; and which conſe- 
quently were, not only, to be as invariable 
as the Relation itſelf; but to continue the ſame 


t Mat. v. 44. 
E 4 invio- 
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inviolable Laws to all Eternity, whatever be- 
came of that Relation, or whatever Changes 
Man's Nature might come under in the Courſe 
of Time. This moral Law of Truth and 

Juſtice, or, as it is expreſſed in Scripture Lan- 


guage, 7. he everlaſting Righteouſneſs of God, is 
the Reaſon of Nature; and this Reaſon is the 


Voice of God, communicated to Man in a 


State of Nature: So long, therefore, as Adam 
was obſerving of the original Law of his Na- 
ture, ſo long he reſembled the Perfections of 
that divine Image of God, in which he was 
created. | 
ALL the Duties we can poſſibly conceive 
4. ſubject to, in that primitive State of 
Nature, were only three; Obedience to God, 
Love or Benevolence to the Individuals of the 
human Nature, and a Temperance in all his 
Deſires, that chiefly concerned himſelf, Theſe 
were the principal Laws of his Nature ; and 


Laws, that would neceſſarily have called for 


the Practice of theſe Duties, although Adam 
had never fallen: All the other ſubordinate Vir- 
tues were his by Nature, as they depended upon 
theſe three Cardinal Principles of Wiſdom: And 
hence we can, with great Reaſon, join Iſſue 


with the Author of Chriſtianity as old as the 


Creation. — That the Laws of Nature im- 
“ mediately iſſuing out of the Relations of 
« Things, then created, muſt be as immutable 


Land eternal, as the Author himſelf ” : And 


2 Pag. 353. 
| with 
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with the moral Philoſopher alſo in this Poſition, 


« That the Obligations of natural Religion are 
e unchangeable ; and that nothing can be a 


« Part of the Chriſtian Revelation, but what is 


« founded in the Nature and Reaſon of Things.” 
Fox the Chriſtian Revelation differs not at 


all from the Religion of Nature, but only, as 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles revealed thoſe Things as 
exiſting in Nature, that were above the Reach 
of Men or Angels to comprehend, not aſſiſted 


by the Benefit of that divine Light. 


HAD Man never fallen into the Snares and 
Temptations of Satan, nor liſtened to the falſe 


Suggeſtions of Eve, then there had been an uni- 


yerſal Love to God; univerſal Benevolence 
to Man, and an univerſal Obedience to the 


Laws of Nature ; whereby every Thing, ſub- 
fiſting in this ſublunary Paradiſe, had been con- 
ducted according to the eternal Reaſon and 
moral Fitneſs of Things: But Man warping 
from this Standard of Nature, deſtroyed the 
Notion of univerſal ' Good, that then was in 


the World; and brought in the Diſtinctions 


of moral Good and Evil, and their different 
Boundaries, as marked out by the Philoſophers: 
For before this unhappy Period, there was 


no ſuch Thing as either natural or moral Evil; 
chen all was univerſal Good: And this we have 


confirmed from the Veracity of God himſelf, 
who, upon a Retroſpe& and Survey of all the 
Works of Creation, 5 Pronotinced* every-T Ty 
very Good, 
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Bur although theſe Laws, that were the 
governing Principle of Man, under his primi- 
tive State of Nature, are as ſteddy and perma- 
ment as an adamantine Rock; yet, from Re- 
velation, it clearly appears, that the Angels 
firſt, and Man afterwards deflected from the 
Standard of theſe Laws; and, by that Defle- 
ction, ſunk themſelves down infinitely beneath 
thoſe Perfections they enjoyed, in their primi- 
tive State of Nature : So that not the Meaſure 
or Rule, but Man's Nature firſt warped from 
his original Reaſon, and the true Nature and 
Conſtitution of Things. 

Now, though the Perfections of Adam' 8 
Nature, while he ſtood in his primitive State 
of Glory, were infinitely above ours, yet his 
Wiſdom, Knowledge, and Underſtanding, 
muſt neceſſarily be of the ſame Nature we 
diſcover in Man, ſave, that they vaſtly exceed- 
ed whatever we can experience in ourſelves, 
in this fallen State of Nature: For Adam had 
the Spirit above Meaſure : And God, the Au- 
thor of his Being, had dealt out the Powers of 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding to him, with a 
liberal Hand ; ſo that, in all Reſpe&s, he was 
ſuperior to an Angel of Light, although the 
younger Son of Heaven; from ' whence I 
infer, | 


PROP. I. 
THAT | Wiſdom, Knowledge, and Under- 


ſtanding are the ſame in us, they originally 
were in Adam ; the ſame in Adam, they are 
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in the Angels of God; the ſame in the An- 
geis, they are in God himſelf; who is thrice 
bleſſed for ever, 

TuESsE three Attributes, of Wiſdom, 
Knowledge, and Underſtanding, are founded 
in the eternal Reaſon and unchangeable Rela- 
tions of Things; and therefore can never vary, 
nor be different in one intellectual Being, from 
what they are in another: And hence it fol- 
lows: That Truths, though they be in never 
ſo many different Minds, yet are not broken, 
multiplied, nor divided; but are one and the 
ſame individual Truth ſubſiſting in all the Un- 
derſtandings of the World: And therefore, as a 
learned Philoſopher very well obſerves, Men 
could not poſſibly diſcourſe together, perceive 
one anothers Meanings, and have the ſame 
Conceptions of Things in their Minds, if all 
did not partake of one and the fame Know- 
ledge, Underſtanding, and Judgment. Nei- 
ther could one ſo readily teach, and another 
learn, were there not the ſame Ideas of 
Things impreſſed upon the Minds of both the 
Teacher and Learner: Nor could there ever 
be that divine Harmony or Unity of Senti- 
ments, in the World, if the Souls of all Man- 
kind were not derived from the ſame Source 
and Origine: And for this Reaſon, the Royal 
Pſalmiſt tells us, That * he faſbioneth their 
Hearts alike. Now if the Hearts of all Men 
are formed alike ; then it follows, that Judg- 
ment, Underſtanding, and Knowledge, muſt 


* Pſalm xxxiii. 15. 


be 
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be the ſame in Nature, though not in Degree, 
to every Man in the World. 

Bu T, becauſe every Thing, that is perfect, 
muſt neceſſarily depend upon ſomething that 
is infinitely perfect, in the ſame Kind; it 
therefore follows, that the particular perfect 
Underſtanding of Adam muſt:neceffarily be a 
derivative Ray of, or from that infinite and 
eternal Wiſdom, that comprehends, within 
itſelf, the univerſal Reaſons of all Things. 
This aſſuredly was the Prerogative of Adam, 
in his primitive State of Perfection: — Upon 
the Fall (as we ſhall ſee anon) Things indeed 
changed, but not their Principles: For Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Knowledge, and Underſtanding can ne- 
ver change: They are eternal, immutable, and 
ſelf- ſubſiſting Principles, ſuperior to Matter, 
and all ſenſible Impreſſions ; and independent 
of the arbitrary Will of Man : For no Mortal 
can ever change the immutable Nature of 
Things : He cannot by any arbitrary Power 
of his Nature make Good evil, or Evil good; 
nor can he alter the immutable Nature of Truth 
and Falſhood; and make the one the other : 
No, they eternally preſerve their own native 
Diſtinction, and are as immortal, as the God 
himſelf, that formed the World : For it was 
by the Compaſs of his divine Art, Wiſdom, 
and Power, that he framed all created Nature; 
and eſtabliſhed every individual Being upon 
the exact geometrical Proportions of Number, 
Weight, and Meaſure: From whence I infer, 


FROM 
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PROP. II. 


T HAT the Gm TS So are the eter- 
nal and unchangeable Standard of all the moral 
Actions, proceeding from the Agency of God, 
Angels, and Men. ̃ 

Go p, without all Queſtion, has renal 
as much of this- univerſal Law of Nature, for 
the Benefit of-Mankind, as is conſiſtent with 
the neceſſary State and Condition of his Crea- 
tures: That part of Natures Laws, that lie 
open to the View of our natural Faculties, 
and is diſcoverable by the mere Force of our 
natural Reaſon, we call the Laws of Nature. 
And for Men to ſquare their Lives according 
to the Rules of Nature, and the Laws of Rea- 
ſon is nothing more than for them to live in 
their own Kind, as Beaſts do in theirs, who 
only obey the natural Inſtincts of their Being; 
and act as, from theſe Inſtincts, they are 


prompted. And therefore Creatures under 


ſuch Circumſtances cannot properly be enti- 
tled to In future Happineſs, as a Reward of 
their Actions: But Man, as he is, by Nature, 
endued with Paſſions and Aﬀections, that de- 
preſs him beneath the Standard of his Nature; 

ſo has he Reaſon and Underſtanding given 
him, to govern his Paſſions, raiſe his Affecti- 


ons, and ſublime his Nature above the Baſeneſs. 


of Mortality, while he is obliged to continue 
in this mortal State of Life. 


THAT 
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THrarT other Branch of the Laws of Na- 
ture, that was above the Reach of our natural 
Faculties to comprehend ; and which God has 
been pleaſed to diſcover to us, by Moſes and 
the Prophets, by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, we 
call Revelation : This is diſtinguiſhed from the 
Laws of Nature, not ſo much, becauſe it 
was above the Reach of our Faculties to com- 
prehend ; as becauſe God has made them the 
Meaſure of our Duty, and the Rule of our 
Actions in Life. r 

AND, from the Sentiments of both ſacred 
and profane Writers, it clearly appears, that 
the eternal Truths of God's Word are found- 
ed upon the eternal Principles of the Laws of 
Nature; for as the Royal Pſalmiſt well ob- 
ſerves, „The Word of the Lord is right, and 
all his Works are done in Truth ; that is, in 
Equity and Juſtice, or according to the Courſe 
of Nature. And again, * The Council of the 
Lord ſtandeth for ever: His Fudgments to all 
Generations; that is, his Counſels and his 
Judgments are founded upon the eternal Rea- 
ſons of Nature: And in Pſalm cxix, he ex- 
preſſes himſelf thus : Thy Righteouſneſs is an 
everlaſiing Righteouſneſs, and thy Law is the 
Truth; or founded upon the unchangeable 
Law of Nature: And — O Lord, thy Word 
endureth for ever : Thy Truth alſo remaineth 
from one Generation to another: Thou haſt laid 


the Foundation of the Earth, and it abideth: 


y Pf. xxxvii. 4. 2 Ibid. ver. 11. 


All 
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All Things continue this Day according to 
Ordinance, for they ſerve thee : IT ſee, that al 
Things come to an End, but thy Commandment 
is exceeding broad, As if he had faid, though 
Nature ſhall change her Courſe, and the very 
Elements, that compoſe her Being, be diſſol ved, 
yet the Principles upon which all Things ſub- 
fiſt are grounded for ever, that is, are un- 
changeable and immortal. 

NoR is this any way different from what 
Cicero has delivered in his Book de Legibus, 
above ſeventeen hundred Years ago: And, 
which, as he obſerves, was not only his own 
Thoughts upon the Laws of Nature, but the 
Sentiments of Thales, Plato, Ariſtotle, and 
all the great Philoſophers among the An- 
cients. ce According to the Opinions of 
« the wiſeſt and greateſt Men, ſays he, the 
« Law 1s not an Invention of human Under- 
« ſtanding ; or the arbitrary Conſtitution of 
« Men, but flows from the eternal Reaſon, 
ce that governs the Univerſe: And therefore, 


* the Rape of Targquin, upon Lucretia, was 
« not leſs criminal, in its Nature, becauſe. 


te there was not then, in Rome, any written 
« Law that condemned ſuch Violence. The 
« 'Tyrant was guilty of a Breach of the eter- 
ce nal Law of Nature, the Obligation whereof 
ce did not commence from the Time it was 
« written, whoſe Origine is as ancient as the 
« divine Intellect : For the true, the primi- 


* Cic, de Leg. Lib. Il. 
cc tive 
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tive and the ſupreme Law is nothing elſe 
te but the ſovereign Reaſon of the great God 
„ of Heaven and Earth. This Law, ſaith he, 
in another Place, is univerſal, eternal, and 
« immutable. It does not vary according to 
« Times and Places, nor is it different in ſuc- 
c Ceſſive Generations, but the ſame immortal 
cc Law is a Rule to all Nations; and under all 
« Times and Changes, becauſe it has no Au- 
< thor, but the one only God who brought 
« it forth, and promulged it” : And at laſt 
the ſame great Author concludes his Senti- 
ments upon the moral Law of our Being, in 
theſe Words. The univerſal, immutable, 
« and eternal Law of all intelligent Beings, 
« js, to promote the Happineſs of each other, 
« like Children of the ſame Father.” 

FROM all which I deduce 


PROP. Al. 


 Trar the ſame moral Laws of Nature 

were perpetually obligatory upon Adam, the 
Antediluvian Patriarchs, Abraham, the Fews ; 
and will continue upon us Chriſtians to the 
End of the World, 

From whit I have ſaid in the former Se- 
tions, and the above Quotations, it evidently 
appears, that the firſt Law delivered to the 
Jews upon Mount Sinai, and written by God 
-himſelf, in Tables of Stone, was but a Copy 
of that inward Law, engraven in the Heart of 
Adam 1 in Paradiſe, and transferred from him 

into 
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into the Hearts and Souls of all his Poſterity : 
So that God, Angels, and Men, have the ſame 
Rule (and can have no other) to ſquare their 
Actions by, that is, the eternal and unchange- 
able Law of Nature: For the Law being eter- 
nal and immutable, and the Meaſure of the 
divine Rectitude, muſt ever continue inviolably 
the ſame, and conſequently could never poſ- 
fibly come under any Change in Adam's 
Fall. The Change, therefore, could only be 
in him and ourſelves, whereby we all warped” 
from this original Standard of our primitive 
Nature; and conſequently from that original, 
or rather everlaſting Righteouſneſs of God. 

Bu x, beſides theſe Laws, naturally flowing 
from the Nature of Things, God was pleaſed 
to try Adam's future Obedience by a politive 
Law, that, as it was reaſonable, ſo it correſ- 
ponded with the Nature of Things: For there 
was no arbitrary Will in God to make thoſe 
Changes in Nature, that manifeſtly enſued 
upon the Fall: They aſſuredly were all the 

Effects of that forbidden Fruit upon Adam's 
Conſtitution. God did not leſſen the Prero- 
gatives of that firſt Man upon the Fall: His 
own Ruin was from himſelf, and therefore his 
Faculties were depraved by the Effects of the 
Tranſgreſſion: That fatal Fruit blinded his 
Eyes, ſhackled his Will, and captivated his 
Underſtanding; ſo that every Thing was natu- 
ral, although Objects, made a widely diffe- 
rent Impreſſion after that fatal Period, to what 

they did before. | 
F Now 
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Nov God knew beforehand, what Effects 
the Fruit would have both upon Adam's ſen- 
ſitive and intellectual Nature; and therefore 
he forewarned him of the Danger, and plainly 
told him; that, in the Day he eat thereof, he 
ſhould ſurely die, that is, be deprived of the 
primitive Perfections of his Nature: This 
Change was the natural Effect of the Fruit, 
and not the Effect of the Law : And there- 
fore, as the Law could not alter the Properties 
of the Fruit, its Effects muſt neceſſarily re- 
main the ſame, they were before the Injun- 
ction: Thus it appears, that the Changes in 
Adam, whence Objects made a different Im- 
preſhon from what they did before, were in 
himſelf as well as external Nature, | 
Bur, fallen as we are, yet the more we 
ſquare our Practice of Life to the Meafure of 
theſe eternal -Laws of Nature, the more we 
conform to the original Perfections of our 
primitive Nature; the nearer we approach the 
moral Attributes of the Deity, the more we 
reſemble that divine Image in which we were 
created ; and conſequently, the more we par- 
take of the Majeſty of the divine Nature. 
Ou Saviour, therefore, was the Victim 
facrificed to recover us again to theſe divine 
Perfections, we loſt in Adam; an which the 
Laws: of Nature could not reſtore us to with- 
out the divine Aſſiſtance: And upon theſe 
Grounds and Motives it is, that our Saviour 
commands the ſame Perfections in us, that 
| there 


4 


* — ; * 


— — . —̃ — — — — ̃ 


The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 6 7 
there is in the Deity: * Be ye therefore perfect, 
even, as your Father which is in Heaven is per- 
Fett; which Expreſſion would have been highly 
improper, if there had not originally been a 
Perfection in Man's Nature, correſponding 
with the Perfections of the Deity : And if 
there was not again to be, upon the Reſurre- 
ion to eternal Life, the ſame Perfections 
united to our Nature, that there was originally 
in Adam, upon his firſt Creation : For the 
Words, Be ye therefore perfect, &c. in divers 

very old Impreſſions of the Bible, ſtand thus: 
Ye ſhall, therefore, be perfect, even as your 
Father which is in Heaven is perfect: So that 
this Text ſeems to relate as well to thoſe Per- 
fections we ſhall be advanced to in the World 
to come, as thoſe we obtain in the preſent 
State of Nature by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt: And the Greek equally favours either 
Tranſlation, but rather falls in with this laſt, 
b. 48. Eceche & lei TEAGt0L, dereg 0 Warys 
v 0 s w Toig geguors Texas £54. As if our Sa- 
viour had ſaid ; that though, through the De- 
pravity of your fallen Nature, ye cannot now 
reach thoſe ſublime Perfections, yet the Time 
will come, in the Reſurrection to eternal Life, 


when ye /hall be perfect, as your Father which 
is in Heaven is perfect. 


Þ Mat. v. ver. 48. 
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SECT. III. 


Of the general Principles of Mam Rede mp: 
tion, as delivered in Scripture; and the, 
Relation, Conſent, and Agreement they bear 
to the Laws of Man's primitive State and 
Condition, as ex ing in Nature. 


N che two foregoing Sections we have ſeen 
the Truth and Veracity, the Unchange- 
ableneſs and Eternity of Nature, the Laws of 
Nature, and their Correſpondence with Man, 
__ before and ſince the Fall; I ſhall now pro- 
eed to diſcover the Principles of our Redemp- 
a and conſider the Relation and Connexion. 
they have with theſe Laws: And I nothing que- 
ſion, but that theſe covenanted Mercies of our 
God, afforded to Man from Revelation upon the 
great Event of the Fall, will moft clearly ap- 
pear to bear the ſame Date and Original with 
the former: And to be only Means, all. 
along eſtabliſhed in the Reaſon of Things by 
Almighty God, to refine our Nature, and to 
reſtore us to thoſe Perfections we loſt in Adam: 
For, between the natural Laws of Man's pri- 
mitive State of Perfection, and the Laws of 
Grace in this fallen State of Nature, there is 
ſuch an inſeparable Connexion; that whoſo- 
ever, in his Thoughts, Words, or Actions, 
tiranſgreſſes the Limits of the one, neceſſarily 


Ove | 
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over-leaps the Boundaries of the other, 1 
thought it a Thing moſt adviſeable, to place 
theſe Laws of Nature and Grace, that is of the 
Redemption, here in the neareſt Point of View 
to each other ; that, like the Shades and Lights 
in Painting, their Force, Energy, and Con- 
traſt, might be better perceived; ; and the Un- 
derſtanding of the Reader more readily en- 
lightened by their Compariſon. | 

TAHE Truth of God's Word muſt neceſſa- 
rily ſtand upon the Foundations of Nature, 
which comprehends the whole Syſtem of 
created Beings, with the Laws neceſſary for 
their regular Conduct: For, if we once diſ- 

charge the Principles of Nature, we hall then 

have nothing left to found God's Word upon: 
And for this Reaſon, the Apoſtle tells us, that 
the moral Law was a School-Maſter to bring 
us to Chriff : And in this Senſe, he declares 
the Law Holy, Juſt, and Good, And upon 
theſe Grounds the Church retains the ten Com- 
mandments in her Service, as they are a moſt 
excellent Compendium or Abridgment of this 
Law, which is of everlaſting Obligation ; and 
as much required of every Chriſtian, as it was 
of every Jeu, and every Gentile through the 
World. 

TRE Royal Pſalmiſt, on all Occaſions of 
Exultation, is perfectly of this Opinion; and 
grounds the Law of God upon the Truth of 
the Principles of Nature. Speaking of th: 
Law of God, he has theſe Words: The Teſti- 
c Pſam cxix. 

3 moni es, 
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monies, that thou haſt commanded, are exceed- 
ing righteous and true: That is, perfectly 
correſponding with the Nature of Man, and 
the Reaſon of Things, as eſtabliſhed in Na- 
ture: And, for the Eternity of theſe revealed 
Principles, holy David perfectly coincides 
with Plato, Ariſtotle, and Cicero, thoſe great 
Luminaries of the Heathen World. In the 
hundredth Pſalm, he gives this Reaſon, why 
we ought to lift up our Hearts to God in 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving : * For the Lord is 
gracious, his Mercy is everlaſting, and his 
Truth endureth through 'all Generations, or 
through all ſucceſſive Ages ; that is, his Grace, 
Mercy, and Truth, are eternal and unchange- 
able. And when he comes to ſpeak of thoſe 
happy Souls, that ſhall reſt upon God's holy 
Hill, or enjoy the eternal Beatitudes of Hea- 
ven, he expreſly limits thoſe bliſsful Abodes 
to him, that is pure and righteous, in his 
Thoughts, in his Words, and in his Actions: 
So his Words import, He that leadeth an 
uncorrupt Life, and ſpeaketh the Truth from his 
Heart, and doeth the Thing that is right ; that 
is, that attempts to lead his Life, and govern 
his Actions, in this fallen State of Nature, 
as Adam and his Progeny were made to do in 
their primitive State of Creation. — And at 
laſt he concludes that excellent Pſalm thus, 
 Wheſo doth theſe Things ſhall never fall; that 
is, ſhall enjoy eternal Bliſs and everlaſting 


d Pſalm e. ver. 4. © Plalm xv. ver. 2. 


Happi- 
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Happineſs in the World to come. So far bay 
David. 

No w, tho' there is no Law of Nature chat 
points out the Redemption of Man, and the 
Manner how that great Event was to be 
brought about by the Death of Chr, 
there is a Law of Nature that plainly diſcovers 
a Conflict between the Members of our Bodies, 
and the Faculties of our Souls; and Reaſon 
will naturally enquire, how this Conflict be- 
gan to exiſt; for we plainly feel that theſe 


Strugglings between theſe oppoſite Principles 


of Soul and Body ſtrive to bring the Man into 
Bondage: And the ſame Reaſon, tells us, 
that theſe jarring Conflicts, in our Nature, 
could never be from the Beginning ! For what- 
ever was the primitive Law of our Nature, 
mult be natural to the Conſtitution of the Body, 
and friendly to the Faculties of the Soul: And 
therefore, if the Concupiſcence of the Fleſh 
and other inordinate Paſſions Man feels within 
himſelf, had been originally the inherent Laws 
of our Nature, then Man could never have 


had any Conſciouſneſs of Sin, upon the Riſe of 


theſe fleſhly Motions : They might come and 
go, as they do in Beaſts, without any Diſtur- 
bance to the Mind: For it is demonſtrable, 
that whatever was the original, inbred Conſtitu- 
tion of our Nature, could never give any Unea- 
ſineſs, or Pain to our Being; or make us conſci- 


ous, that we-had dons amiſs, in following theſe 


Luſts, and ſubmitting to the Dictates of our 
Nature: And therefore, the ſame Reaſon that 
| F 4 diſcovers 


51 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
diſcovers this Sting in our Nature, tells us, at 
the ſame Time, that without a proper Aſſi- 
ſtance to reſcue us from this Thraldom, it muſt 
neceſſarily be eternal: And the Light of Na- 
ture further aſſures us, that it is inconſiſtent 
with the Goodneſs of God to ſuffer this War 
of Man's Nature to be eternal: And that 
therefore, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that God 
has inſtituted ſuch Ways and Means in the 
Nature of Things, as muſt be available for 
the removing this Clogg from our Nature, 
THESE are all the Diſcoveries we are able 
to reach, from the Light of Nature, concern- 
ing this great Event of the Redemption: But 
if we conſult Revelation, and examine the Ac- 
counts that Moſes and the Prophets; that Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles give of this grand Revolution of 
our Nature, we ſhall. readily diſcover, *both 
the Manner of the Fall, that firſt brought in 
this Oppoſition between the Fleſh and the Spi- 
rit ; and the Methods plann'd out by Almighty | 
God, for the Recovery of Man from his fallen 
State and Condition: And this Plan, thus re- 
vealed in Scripture, is plainly founded in the 
eternal Reaſon and moral Fitneſs of Things: 
For, in all its Circumſtances of Duration and 
Juſtice, it appears to correſpond both with 
Nature and the Laws of Nature, as delivered 
in the foregoing Sections. | 
- 'Wros0EveR attempts to diſcover the grand 
Myſtery of our Redemption, ought, in the 
firſt Place, to conſider how the Son of God 
came to be intereſted in the Affairs of Man- 
03111 kind, 
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kind, eſpecially, as the great Medium of our 
Reſtoration : And, from a ſerious: Reflection 
upon the Circumſtances of the Fall, it will 
readily appear, that a Redeemer was neceſſary: 
And that, from the Dignity of Man's Nature, 
(as he was the Breath of God, and Partaker of 
the divine Nature) none but the Son of God 
could be of Value ſufficient to make the Pur- 
chal. | $6: 
Now, it appears, from divers Texts of 

_ Scripture, that the moſt wiſe God had de- 
ſigned the Redemption of Man, from all Eter- 
nity ; even before the Mountains were brought 
forth, or ever the Foundations of the World 
were laid ; and therefore we muſt begin our 
Enquiries veryearly,if we intend to comprehend 

the whole Myſtery of this great Work: But, 
though the Contrivance of this Scheme of 
Providence was as unchangeable and ſteddy as 
the everlaſting Laws of Nature, yet the pro- 
jected Order and Method of this great Myſtery 
was executed in Adam and Eve: They were 
the firſt created Pair, from whom every Man, 
Woman, and Child, that ever were, are, or 
ſhall be in the World, even with Chriſt him- 
ſelf, was to deſcend ; that ſo a Union and 
Conjunction might fitly be made with the Re- 
deemer which was Chr:/?, and the Redeemed 
which was Man ; and without which Union, 
the Son of God could not properly be qualified 
to tranſact, with Juſtice, the great Work of 
our Redemption, according to the Courſe of 
Nature, From all which I infer, 
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Tur the general Principles of our Re- 

demption, by the Blood of Chriſt, were fixed, 
reſolved, and concluded upon, betwixt the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, from all Eter- 
nity ; and grounded upon the eternal Reaſon 
and moral Fitneſs of Things. 

Now, it clearly appears, that this grand 
Myſtery was ſtipulated between - the Father 
and the Son, before the Foundations. of the 
World were laid, by a moſt gracious Cove- 
nant explicitely declaring, that the Son of 
God ſhould undertake for Man : And this Co- 
venant is often in the New T eftament, ſtyled f the 
everlaſting Covenant: b The eternal Purpoſe, 
which be purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord: 
The everlaſting Goſpel. All theſe Expreſ- 
ſions plainly prove, that the Principles of our 
Redemption were eternal, and commenſurate 
with the Laws of Nature, tho' the Plan 
itſelf was not executed till a proper Period of 
Time. 

By theſe moſt gracious Words, we cannot 
conceive any other covenanted Conditions, but 
that the eternal God the Father required Per- 
formance of the future Laws, that ſhould be 
impoſed on Adam, the intended Creature ; 
and in him, on all Mankind ! To theſe Co- 
venants were annexed the Promiſe of Life and 
Immortality in Caſe of Obedience, and the 
Penalty of Death and eternal Miſery in Caſe 
f Heb. xiii. 20. s Eph. iii. 11. 
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of Tranſgreſſion: This 1 the Hand- writing 
that St. Paul ſo often refers to, which was 
againſt us, and which was done away upon the 
Coming of Chriſt. 

To theſe Covenants the eternal Son of the 
Father re- ſtipulated and agreed; that Man 
ſhould either perform the ſaid Laws, or ſo 
ſuffer: This we conceive to be the Sum of 
the Covenant, that God the Father tranſacted 
with the eternal Son; and which, in divers 
Parts of Scripture, is fully atteſted by the Spi- 
rit of God: And doubtleſs, upon theſe Grounds 
it was, that the Apoſtle calls Chriſt : The 
Surety of a better Teſtament. This Engage- 
ment of Chriſt, as Surety for Mankind, was the 
ſole Reaſon, why God the Son afſumed our 
human Nature in the Fulneſs of Time, and 
became perfect Man; and in that human 
Nature did actually perform the whole Law, 
or Covenant, for which he ſtood engaged; 
and did alſo undergo a moſt bitter Paſſion and 
Death, as he himſelf often acknowledged was 
neceſſary ; and to whole Atteſtation all the 
four Evangeliſts frequently ſubſcribe. 

Tus Engagement of the eternal Son, as 
Surety for Mankind, occaſioned thoſe high and 
lofty Expreſſions of the great Apoſtle: * He 
hath choſen us in Chriſt Jeſus before the Founda- 
tions of the World. * And in Hopes of eternal 
Life, which God that cannot lie, promiſed before 
the World began. Now this chuſing us in Chriſt, 
and the Promiſe of Life; and both before the 

bh Heb. vii. 22. 3+ Eh. 1. % 105 Dhy 1081 
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Foundations of the W orld, can have Relation 


to Nothing elſe, but the eternal Purpoſe, Co- 


venant, and Agreement, taken Notice of 


above, made between God the Father and 


God the Son, before the Creation : For to 
whom elſe could they be made, before either 


Man or Angel was in Being, but only to the 


eternal Word or Son of the Father? and why 
to him, but only as he entered into that Co- 
venant, and thereby became the 1 and 
Undertaker for Man? 

Bo r, granting this to be agreeable to the 
Apoſtles reaſoning, under the New Jeſament 
Diſpenſation, ſay ſome, yet there ſtil] remains 
a Queſtion of the greateſt Conſequence to be re- 
ſolved; and, that is; How the Obedience, 
Death, and Sufferings of Chr:/?, can be ſatisfa- 
ctory to the divine Goodneſs, for the Sin com- 
mitted by Man; and how conſiſtent with the At- 


tribute of eternal Juſtice ; ſeeing that God has ſo 
often declared, that one ſhall not be puniſhed 


for another, eſpecially an innocent or righteous 
Man inſtead of a guilty Perſon : For, accord- 
ing to the eternal Rules of Right and Wrong, 


and the immutable Laws of Nature, the ſame 


Soul that fins ought to ſuffer the Puniſh- 
ment due to the Offence : How, therefore, 
our Saviour could offer himſelf a full, com- 
pleat, and ſatisfactory Oblation for the Sins of 
the whole World, although innocent and clear 
of Guilt, is a Point of the greateſt Moment to 
be fully cleared up. 

To anſwer this Queſtion, in the cleareſt 


Manner, 


of 1 — aa ai —_— — — 1— 


Manner, and give all reaſonable Satisfaction 


to the Objection, we are to conſider: Firſt, that 


Chriſt and Mankind are not to be looked upon 
as two diſtinct Natures, but as partaking of one 
and the ſame human Nature: Nor are we to 
conceive his Death as properly the Death of 
one, inſtead of another, but as one put to 
Death, and making an Attonement for the 
Individuals of the ſame Nature: He as a 
Surety ; we as principal Debtors; he as the 
Head, and we as the Members conſtituting 
the ſame Body. Now, it is plain (to ſpeak: 
in the Language of Compacts) that of 
Surety and the Principal are reputed but one 
Perſon in Law: And the Head and other Mem- 
bers conſtitute one and the ſame Body ac- 
cording to the Laws of Nature. y 
AND hence it follows: That the „ 
of Redemption, by a ſubſtituted Sacrifice, was 
agreeable to the Nature of IT hings. For the. 
Sacrifice was nat vicarious, as it related either 
to Man, as an Individual, or to Man, as par- 


taking of the human Nature: For the Fleſh, 


compoſing both the Individuals and the human 
Nature, was the ſame in Adam, in Noab, and 
in all Mankind, according to the wonderful De- 
ſignation of Providence, that it was in Cbriſt: 
Nor was this Cement, that united Chrift with all 
Mankind, ever broke in upon, from the Creati- 
on of Adam down to this very Day: Had Cbriſt 
aſſumed a Body, and not originally from Adam; 
2 Soul, and not immediately from the bleſſed 
[4 * Mor. Phil. Vol. J. Page 244, 245- 39 
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Virgin, then indeed the Sacrifice had been vica- 
rious, as well in Relation to the human Nature 
itſelf, as the Individuals deriving from that Na- 
ture; and conſequently, ſuch a foreign Agent, 
no way related to our Nature, could not poſ- 
ſibly have been a proper Attonement, accord- 
ing to the eternal Reaſon of Things. ET 
Bur, in order, that the Work of Man's 
Redemption might appear to be contrived, 
not only with infinite Mercy, but alſo after 
the Pattern of exacteſt Juſtice, God at the 
Beginning fo contrived the Laws and Mate- 
rials of the human Nature, that the Redeemer 
and the Redeemed ſhould be united in one ori- 
ginal Lump, and conſtitue one human Nature: 
And, for this Purpoſe, the Father of Spirits, 
planted all the Bodies and Souls of both Noah, 
Abrabam, Cbriſt, and all Mankind, in that 
one firſt Man Adam, from whom both Chriſt 
and we have derived our Fleſh and Souls : S0 
that CH muſt neceſſarily p > me 
human Nature, that ſinned, although not of 
the fame finful human Nature: For had he 
not been innocent, and clear of all Guilt, os 
could not have attoned for Sin in the F leſn. 
"TH x Sacrifice of Cbriſt, therefore, was 
available with eternal Juſtice, for the Re- 
demption of all Mankind, as he made a vo- 
luntary Surrender of his Soul and „de- 
rived from Adam, up to Death; I ſay, a vo- 
luntary Surrender, becauſe had his Life been 
forcibly taken from him by any Violence, or 
Being, that had Power to deprive him _ it, 
then 


4 


then his Death, as being unjuſt, could not be 
efficacious for our Redemption. And for this 
Reaſon, he frequently declares, That he had 
Power to lay down bis Life, and Power to 
take it up again: And that no Man could in- 
voluntarily take it from him: So that in ſur- 
rendering up himſelf to Death, and laying 
down his Life, there was no Injuſtice done: 
But as he died without Spot or Blemiſh; and 
in the ſame: human Nature that ſinned in Pa- 
radiſe, ſo it was redemptive for the — of all 
Mankind; and this according to -etcrnab 
Reaſon and moral Fitneſs of Things) 

GOD always proportions the Cauſes to the 
Nane of thoſe Effects, they are to produce: 
And the Neceſſity there was, that the eternal 
Son of the Father ſhould himſelf be manifeſted 
in the Fleſh, for the Reſtoration of fallen Man, 
plainly. proves, not only the Greatneſs of 
Man, in his primitive State of Nature (and 
that he was ſuperior to Angels, Arch- angels, 
and whatever was afore created by Almighty 
God) but it alſo clearly — the 
Greatneſs of his Fall, as we ſee him now in this 
fallen State of Nature: The mighty Stoop he 
made from what he was: For, from being a Son 
of God by Nature, as he was the Breath of 
God, he fank down. almoſt to the Condition 
of a lifeleſs Clod, a mere Lump of Earth 
obſcure and dark, and _ Ss en 
witty _ —_ that mural t de 
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- Tx now it is the Sentiments of divers Wri-: 
ters; that God, if he had ſo thought fit, 
might have accepted any other Sacrifice in- 
ſtead of his Son, or admitted Adam to Favour 
and Acceptance, without any expiatory Sa- 
crifice for his Sin: But to theſe Poſitions I 
beg leave to obſerve; that God could not, 
conſiſtent with eternal Juſtice and the Nature 
of Things, accept of any other Sacrifice, than 
the Death of his own Son : For as Man was 
the Breath of Life, and a Partaker of the di- 
vine Nature, ſo it was neceſſary, that the Son 
of God ſhould aſſume the human Nature, if 
he would expiate for the Sin of Man commit- 
ted in that Nature : Beſides, if any Attonement 
could have been available, according to the 
eternal Reaſon of Things, then undoubtedly 
he would have ſpared his own Son, and not 
have delivered him up to ſuch a painful, igno- 
minous Death, for the Redemption of us all. 
FT x very Word Redemption ſignifies a Re- 
ſtoration, or the Renewing of our Nature: And 
before we proceed further, it will, I think, be 
highly neceſſary, that we ſtate a true Notion 
of the Redemption; and conſider what is im- 
plied in that Term, as it relates to the Reco- 
very of Mankind. To redeem, therefore, ac- 
cording to the natural Import of the Word; 
does not only ſignify, to take a Man out of 
Slavery; but it alſo implies, a Reſtoration to 
the ſame State, or at leaſt, to the ſame! Free- 
dom of Nature he enjoyed, before the Courſe 
of Accidents happened, that gave Cauſe to his 
* 8 Captivity: 
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Captivity : According to this Notion of Re- 
demption, our Saviour, if he will redeem 
Man, muſt reſtore to him the ſame Preroga- 
tives he ſhould have enjoyed, in caſe Adam 
had'never fallen, as that was the State to which 
he was originally” created, 171 i 

Ap, in the Redemption of Mortgages; 
hare Lands and Tenements, and not the 
Bodies of Men, are the Objects of Redemp- 
tion; there our Laws have provided, that the 
Mortgagee ſhall be impeached of Waſte, and 
obliged to make good all the Damages the 
Lands have ſuffered, during the Time they 
were under his Occupation, in caſe they have 
been ſurrendered up to bim, for his Uſe and 
Security: So that Redemption, in the General, 
ſignifies, to put a Man into the fame Cireum- 
ſtances” he was in, before the Invaſion of his 
Liberty. 1D | ef 2 ct g10 © {1.07 2 fil 
Tn r Word Relenpeln, in a Seripture 
Senſe does not merely ſignify to take the Party 
tedeemed out of Slavery, but it implies ſome- 
what poſitive to be done, in Favour of him 
that was in Bondage to another : : And for this 
Reaſon, I ſhall proceed to examine the Evan- 
gehical Senſe of the Word. To redeem, ac- 
cording to the Goſpel Diſpenſation, if I under- 
ſtand it right, preſuppoſes theſe three Things: 
Firſt, that the Nature to be redeemed was once 
in a State of Perfection and Happineſs. Se- 
condly, that he was deprived of theſe glorious 

Privileges, either by the Secret or open Aſſaults 
of his I This was Adam's Caſe : _ 
G 
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= this ſublime Happineſs by the artful Cun- 
ning of his and our mortal Enemy, and ſunk 
down from his high exalted Nature, to what 
he after was in this fallen State of Things. 
Upon, this Cruſh, a Redeemer, by the Good- 
neſs of God, is promiſed, who was to free him 
and all Mankind; but from what ? Why! 
from the Bondage of Sin, of Miſery, and * 
Death, that he was ſubject to from the Fall: 
And to reinſtate him again into all the Privi- 
leges he loſt upon that fatal Treſpaſs; that is, 
to advance him to be a Son of God again by 
Grace, as he was, in his firſt Creation, a Son 
of God by Nature: For ſo St. Lale treats him 
in his Genealogy of Chrift : * Who was Tho 
Son of Seth, who was the Son of Adam, who 
was the Son of God. ö 

Now, if he was a Son of God, accord- 
jog to his original Creation, he muſt be fo, 
either by Grace or Nature: But he could not 
be ſo by Grace, becauſe Grace, as ſuch, did 
not devolve upon the Individuals of the human 
Nature, till after the Reſurrection of Chrift ; 
If he was therefore a Son of God, he muſt be 
ſo by Nature. Beſides, the Apoſtles never 
3 the Advancement of our Nature, even 
when they are ſpeaking of the higheſt Exal- 
tation we are to attain by the Covenant of 
Grace; but only that our Spirit be renewed 
in the Image of him, that created Adam; 
that 225 5 Bad- Which menen : That, wy 
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endeavour” to act in Obedience to the Spirit 
of the Goſpel, whereby our Nature will more 
neatly correſpond, with the Nature of the 
Deity, | 
TT is true, indeed, the Angels ch diveis 
Texts of Scripture, are called the Sons of God 7 
but this is in an inferior and more limited Senſe 
of the Words; as they enjoyed, by their Crea- 
tion only the Attributes of Wiſdom, , Knowledge, 
and oy hy which are the fame in 
„they are in the Deity. But not ſo 
og For the eſſential Spirit of God was 
united” to Adam's Nature upon his Creation 
whereby be became a Son of God by Nature; 


as the Angels were by the Grace and F avour of 
their Creation. 

Tits: reit Wiyftery of the Redeinptioh 
wat gradually revealed and unfolded in a Series 
of Generations or Ages; all of Which may 
moſt properly be reduced to three grand Pe- 
rtiods: The Act was to Adam upon the Fall, 
When 4 Saviour Was promiſed to fallen Man, 
in theſe Words: » Jh Seed of the Womi 
ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head. It was Faith 
in this Promiſe, that ſaved thoſe that were 
pious, | holy, ated good, in the old World, 
Secondly;' this Promiſe was more explicitely 
revealed to Abraham, where God aſſures him, 
o That in his Seed all the Families, Kingdoms, 
and Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed: This 
Bleſſing clearly appears to reſpect the whole 
World. But laſtly, God made a fuller Revelation 

n Gen. 111. 15. 0 Gen. xli. 3. 
6 of 


$4 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
of this great Myſtery to David, as the Meęſſiab 


was more immediately to deſcend from his 


Loins: This holy Patriarch, when he is go- 

ing to open his Mouth in deep Wiſdom, 

plainly points out the wonderful Myſteries of 
the Redemption; and how far it was above 
the Reach of mere Man to accompliſh. Hut 
no Man, faith he, can redeem bis Brorber (or 
the Individuals of the human Nature) nor give 
a Ranſom to God for them : For it coſt more 
to redeem their Souls; ſo that he muſt, let that 
alone for ever. — What Expence or Coſt, can 
we conceiye the Royal Pſalmiſt to mean, that 
rendered the Value of the human Redemption 
ſo exceeding, precious, but the Blood of the 
Son of God: And how came this high Price 
to be ſet upon the Ranſom of Man, but that 
there was Nothing in Nature. of the ſame Va» 


ue with himſelf. However, this holy Man 


goes on to aſſure us, that the Price Was not 
only infinite in Value, but alſo, that the Pur- 
chaſe comprehended the whole World, „das 
clearly appears from his following Sentiments. 


4 Al Kings ſhall fall doum before him: Al. 


Nations all do him Service ; ond all. the 
Earth ſhall be filled with the Majeſty of bis 
Glory. He particularly Points out the Gentile 
World, that were to receive Deliverance 
through Chriſt. * The Kings of Tharſis and 
zhe. Iſles, /ſhall give Preſents. The Kings of 
Tm and ops. ſhall Prong fs Nor Was | 


r PC. Alix. 78. © © Ibid. Ixxii. 11. . Ixxii, 10. 
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the Extent and Enlargement of Chr:/?'s King- 


dom only, to be univerſal, but it was to com- 
prehend all the various States and Conditions 
of Men, © High and low, rich and poor, one 
with another, The Slave as well as the Lord; 
the Beggar equally with the Prince; and the 
Servant was to partake of the ſame Privileges 
with the Maſter : How juſtly, therefore, may 
we conclude, * That all the Ends of the. W orld 
have ſeen the Salvation of our God. © 

AND thus, all along, we do not only 10 
it probable, that this was the Scheme of Pro- 
vidence; but we demonſtrate the Greatneſs of 
Adam, under his primitive State of Perfection, 
from the Greatneſs of the Perſon neceſſary to 
reſtore him upon the Fall: The Greatneſs of 
the Sin he committed, from the Greatneſs of 
the Sacrifice neceſſary to attone; and the 
univerſal Effects of the Offence, from the 
Univerſality of the Redemption. 

AFTER all theſe Proofs, of the Extent and 
Latitude of Chriſt's Kingdom, I ſhould- be 
glad to know, what the Infidels of our Times 
would have, what it is they deſire and labour 
after : And what kind of Proof they demand 
to prevail with them to embrace the Golpel 
Diſpenſation : Here the Royal Pſalmiſt pro- 
claims the Univerſality of Chriſt's Kingdom; 
and declares, that her Extent comprehends all 
Mankind; and that her Limits are o- extended 
with the Boundaries of Nature herſelf. 
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_ Give me leave here to cloſe this Section 
by recapitulating, as briefly as I can, the chief 
Sentiments contained in the preceding three 
Sections: I obſerve, that here are the Laws of 
Nature and the Principles of Grace, both con- 
ſpiring to ſpeak the ſame Things, expreſſing 
the ſame Sentiments, and labouring with 
united Means to accompliſh the ſame End, 
Both Greeks and Romans were of Opinion, 
that no thorough Reformation of Mankind 
could ever effectually be promoted, without the 
Interpoſition of a Deity, — You may, ſays So- 
crates, give over all Hopes of reforming Mens 
Manners, till God ſhall be pleaſed to ſend ſome 
ſuperior Perſon, whoſe Authority may add a 
Sanction to his Precepts : Plato adds, that 
whatever is ſet to Rights, in this evil World, can 
only be effected by the Interpoſition of Provi- 
dence: And Cicero concludes, that there ne- 


ver was any great Genius without a divine In- 


ſpiration. 

Ax p thus we have Kran, Plaro, and 
Gun. all agreeing in their Sentiments with 
Moſes and the Prophets, with Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, to eſtabliſh the Laws of Nature, and 
elevate us to thoſe Perfections, we originally 
had in Adam, before there were, either moral 
or natural Evil in the World. 
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of the Excellency, Dignity, _ eternal Sub- 
fiſtence of Man, according to the Principles 
e his firſt Creation, or State of Perfection 
in Paradiſe: And of the Prerogatives Adam 


enjoyed, when ee with the A of 
God. | 


N che former thiee Sections we ee 
Nature herſelf, and what is properly im- 
plied by that Term; the Laws of Nature, re- 
lating to our own Being; the Principles of 
our Redemption; and the Correſpondence 
they have, both with each other, and the 
eternal Reaſon and moral Fitneſs of Things: 
We ſhall now proceed, to diſcover whether the 
Dealings of Almighty God with Man, through 
all the Periods of his Exiſtence, have a neceſ- 

ſary Connexion with theſe Laws: For it will 
little avail us : 'That the Principles of Revela- 
tion exactly tally, in every Reſpect, with the 
Laws of Nature; unleſs the Tranſactions of 
God with Man, grounded upon theſe. Scrip- 
tures, be themſelves alſo W with 
the ſame Laws. 

Fox the Revelation did not give theſe 
Tranſactions Exiſtence: It only declared thoſe 
Things to Man, as exiſting in Nature, that 
were above the Reach of his moſt enlarged, 
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natural Faculties to comprehend, unaſſiſted by 


that divine Light: For we were choſen in 
Chriſt Jeſus, before the World began: And 
the Lamb of God was ſlain from the Founda- 
tions of the World; only God was pleaſed, 


in Time, to reveal theſe T hings to us, for, the 


Fuller Aſſurance of our Hope, 
I x muſt indeed, on all Hands, be confeſſed, 
that the conſtituent Principles of the human 
Nature are Points ſo extreamly myſterious, 
that the Experience and Obſervation of almoſt 
6000 Years, have been able to let us but a 
very little Way into the Nature of theſe Pow- 
ers, that compoſe this Miracle of Nature, Man, 
although the moſt conſummate - Judgments 
have, in every Age, laboured their Faculties, 
to unvail the Sende of his Conſtitution and 
Make: And though this naturally diſcovers to 
us, that a thorough Knowledge of the Oeco- 
nomy of the intellectual World, is extreamly 
difficult to acquire; yet this does not fo 
much ariſe from the Imperfection of our ratio- 
nal Powers, in this fallen State of Nature, as 
the wrong Application of our Faculties to gain 
the Materials of that Knowledge. However, 
I am fully perſuaded,” that, by a right Im- 
provement of our natural Reaſon, joined with 
Revelation, ſo far of the Principles of both 
our primitive and fallen State of Nature, may 
be diſcovered, as ſhall render all the Dealings 
of God with Man one conſiſtent Scheme of 


Things, worthy of the great rer of Hea- 
ven and Earth 
MEN 
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Men, generally, have entertained very low - 


and mean Conceptions, of the human Nature, 
and have not Tightly conſidered, that all the 
molt ſecret Springs of Man are wound up, and 
ſet a going by the Wiſdom of the Deity: And, 
that the whole Chain of ſecond Cauſes, from 
the Foundations of the World to the Conſum- 
mation of all Things, are only the Effects of 
bis Providence; and the Laws he has con- 
ferred upon different Agents, for carrying on 
the Oeconomy of the Univerſe. He knows, 
at one View, all the Foldings of our Hearts, 
the Doublings of our Thoughts, and the very 
Compoſition of our Nature ſo well, that he can 


accompliſh his eternal Purpoſes, and bring about 


whatſoever he 1s pleaſed to effect, without 


putting us under any Force, or laying the leaſt 


Reſtraint upon the Freedom of our rational 
Nature. wank 7 n 2 


THE genuine Tendency of a reaſonable 
Soul ſtill aſpires to the utmoſt Bounds of all 
Enquiries. Her Deſires are commenſurate to 
the whole extent of Being in the Univerſe ;. 
and ſhe attempts to graſp at what Knowledge 


can be had of God, of Providence, and all 
created Nature: And thoſe Things that ſhe 
cannot reach by the Vigour of her own native 
Faculties, ſhe ſtrives to be aſcertained of, by 
the Aſſiſtance of divine Revelation. 
THERE is no Pleaſure ſo great, as to be able 
to ſtretch our Thoughts, from one End of the 
World to the other: This enlarges the Mind, 
animates the Faculties, and enables the Soul 
| | to 
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to pauſe over the Spaces, the Tranſactions, 
and. all the great Events, that happened to 
the Patriarchs, the Prophets, and Philoſophers, 
in the various Ages of the World. Nor can' 
any Thing give a more exquiſite Reliſh to 
the moſt refined Taſte, than to be able to 
prove, that this Scheme of Nature is conſi- 
ſtent, in all its Parts, with Revelation. This 
is the grand Drama, and the ſurprizing 
Scheme of Providence thoroughly revealed in 
Scripture: And, but for this Revelation, ne- 
ver could have been diſcovered, by the moſt 
profound Sagacity of either Men or Angels. 
Wx muſt take Things in their full Extent 
and Latitude; trace them from their Origine, 
view them in their various Changes, and mul- 
tiplied Succeſſions; and never loſe Sight of 
them, till they are abſorpt in the Abyſs of 
Eternity, if we would plan out one uniform 
Scheme of God, of Nature, and of Providence, 
and prove that Scheme conſiſtent, in all its Parts, 
with the eternal Reaſon and moral Fitneſs of 
Things: Becauſe, it is certain, that the End of 
Man's Creation had a Means, and that Means, a 
pre-exiſting Cauſe, in the Order of the divine 
Preſcience; and that pre- exiſting Cauſe, we can 
conceive to be no other, than the Fall of the 


apoſtate Angels: From whence I ſhall deduce 
the following Propoſition, N 


PROP. 
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T1 HAT it is reaſonable to believe, his he 
final Cauſe of Man's Creation was the Sin or 
Apoſtaſy of the fallen Angels: And, in Con- 
ſequence of that Poſition, that his Progeny 
vas intended to re-people thoſe happy Abodes 
of Bliſs and Immortality, vacated by the De- 
fection of thoſe fallen Spirits. 

Now, to diſcover any reaſonable Account 
concerning the Origine of the human Nature; 
How Man came firſt into Being; What he was 
in his original Creation; How he came to be 
ſuch a Creature, as we now find him; what 
Changes he has already undergone ; and what 
further Alterations he is {till to ſuffer, are the 
great Points that imbarras this Enquiry : Theſe 
mighty Secrets, who can refolve? What Books 
ſhall we read? To whom ſhall we have Re- 
courſe for our Information? If we go back to 
the antient Philoſophers, their Works are ſtuff. 
ed with the moſt abſurd and improbable Opis 
nions. If we fearch into Nature, ſhe is univer- 
fally ſilent; and neither diſcovers the leaſt Traces 
of her own Exiſtence, or that of Man, What 
then remains to be done, amidſt this Cloud of 
Darkneſs and Obſcurity? Which Way ſhall we 
turn? What Courſe take? And how extricate 
ourſelves from theſe perplexing Difficulties, that 
on every Side, ſurround us? Under this bewilder- 
ed State let us examine the Book of God; and if 
this Book entirely anſwers all the ObjeQtions 
againſt Man's Creation, Fall, and the Re- 

=. demption 
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demption; if it removes all the Difficulties 
that oppoſe the Providence of God, and his Go- 
vernment of the World, and contains all the 
internal Marks of a Revelation worthy of God, 
then 1 think its Doctrines ought to be em- 
braced, as the infallible Oracles of Heaven. 
I this Book we diſcover that the Angels 
were created before Man: That they were 
pure, immaculate Spirits, of great Power, 
Might, and Authority. I confeſs, that Nature 
berſelf is ſilent, as to their Creation: But then 
let the Sadducean Infidels never ſo ſtrongly 
deny the Exiſtence of theſe ſpiritual Beings, yet 
an Affirmation, from a Believer equally ſtrong 


in Favour of their Exiſtence, equally balances 


the Force of their Negation; ſo that both 
Parties in this Particular are upon a Level. 
But then, though Nature herſelf is ſilent, as to 


their Exiſtence or Non- exiſtence, yet the Rea- 


ſons of Nature are entirely on the Side of the 


Believer: For it is not poſſible to conceive, that 


the ſeveralClaſſes of intellectual Beings can break 
off at Man, as we have clearly diſcovered in 
the foregoing Pages: But not only the Rea- 
ſons of Nature are on the Side of Believers, 
but the greateſt and wiſeſt Philoſophers, viz. 
Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato and Cicero, all 
ſabſcribe to our Opinion, which give the 


| higheſt Probability to the Truth of their Exiſt- 


ence: And if we add, to the Weight of theſe 
traditionatySentiments, the Authority of divine 
den then the Proofs are ſo glaring, that 
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1 ſee not how their Truth can be conteſted by 
any reaſonable Man: For here are the Reaſon 

of Nature, the Opinions of the Philoſophers, 
and the Authority of divine Revelation, againſt, 
the trifling Negation of a filly Infidel, that has 


neither Nature, Reaſon, nor Authority, to 
ſupport it. The ancient Philoſophers be- 
lieved Demons or Genii, both Good and Evil, 
and were fully perſuaded of their Exiſtence 2 
Now how: came they to be Evil but from the 


Fall; and how came their Fall, but from 
tranſgreſſing the Rectitude of their Nature _ 
OF a Breach, amongſt the Angels of God, 


there are ſundry Scriptures in this Book of = 


velation, that inform us; how Lucifer or Sa- 


tan, once an Angel of Light, began the | 


wicked Confpiracy : How, being chief of the 
Thrones above, he ſeduced Myriads of Angels 


to revolt from Obedience to their Creator: 
That, upon this Confederacy and Rebellion, 


they fought with Michael and his angelick Hoſt, 


and were overcome: That, upon. this Con- ; 


queſt, they were, by the juſt Judgment of God, 


diveſted of all their celeſtial Nature and divine . 
Perfections; and from that Moment commenced 


wicked, infernal Spirits, — This Pride, Ambi- 
tion, and Rebellion of Satan and his Aſſoci- 
ates, are very particularly ſet forth by the Apo- 
ſtle, in theſe Words: * And there was a War 
in Heaven ; Michael and his Angels fought 


againſt the Dragon, and the Dr gon 7 | 


and bis Angels, us they prevailed not. 
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Born St, Peter and St. Jude“ ſubſcribe to 
the fame Doctrine. The Angels, ſay they, 
which kept not their firſt Eſtate (or the Recti- 
tude of their Nature) but left their own Ha- 
bitations, he hath reſerved in everlaſiing Chains 
under Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the 
great Day, | | SE: 
Tu ESR are plain Proofs of theirConfederacy, 
Rebellion and Expulſion; but to ſearch further 
back into the Origin of Things; to attempt 
to diſcover the myſterious Cauſes of their Fall, 
would be wading too far into the Secrets of God 
and Providence, and ſtretching our Thoughts 
into an Abyſs, where we ſhould have neither 
Nature, Reaſon, nor Scripture to reſt upon. 
Now, if there was a Fall of the apoſtate An- 
gels, according to the expreſs Words of Revela- 
tion; If Satan and all his Hoſts were driven out 
from Heaven for their Ambition, Pride, and 
Rebellion: If Man was created in Conſequence 
of that Expulſion; then it neceſſarily follows, 
That he could not be eternal, according to the 
Sentiments of both Ariſpotle and divers ancient 
Philoſophers, but muſt neceſſarily be created 
in Time, From whence I deduce 


: PN OP. II. 
Tur it appears conſonant to both Rea- 
ſon, the Nature of Things, and divers Texts 
of the Old and New Teſtaments, that Men 
were not eternally produced into Being, by 
ſucceſſive Generations, as we perceive them 
| Y 2 Pet. ii. 4. 2 Jude Epiſt. v. 6. 5 


in 
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in the preſent State of Nature; but, that Adam 
was created by the Wiſdom and Power of. God, 
and not begotten according to the nen 
Courſe: of Generation. 0 
I x now, that the Sentiments of. divers 
Moderns, as well as of ſome Ancients, lead 
them to believe, that the World is eternal in 
all its Parts; and that Mankind havé been 
eternally exiſting, and ſucceeding each other 
by eternal Generations, in the ſame Manner 
as we perceive them in this preſent State of 
Nature: But the eternal Exiſtence of the 
World, and the eternal, ſucceſſive Generations 
of Mankind i in Conſequence of that Exiſtence; 
are Opinions ſo monſtrouſly extravagant and 
abſurd, that it is ſarprizing to think, that {6 
wiſe a Man as Ariſtotle, would ever ſuffer 
them tg;enter . his Thoughts: For to ſay, that 
Mankind were. eternally, produced into Being, 
in the ſame Way they now 2 propagated in 
the World ; is, in Effect, the ſame; as to ſay; 
that Men were eternally Infants, eternally young 
Men, and eternally. Decrepits: And that Ge- 
neration, Corruption, and the various i 
of Age are 2 the ſame Date and Original. 
Now, upon theſe Grounds, there Hoſt 
neceſſarily be Diviſions in Eternity and one 
Eternity twenty, thirty, or forty; 3 fixty, ſeven- 
ty, or eighty Years older than another Eternity 
which is a Contradiction ſo flagrant, that no- 
thing in Nature can be more ſo: For certain, 
Iam, that Things everlaſtingly exiſting, could. 
never come under the Notion of Change, or 


the 


| 
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this ſublunary 


.a Man, and eternally fabj 
| Corruption, which 1s an Abſurdity - ſo groſs, 
that it bids Defiance to common Senſe; 

for it is abſolutely i 


. 


the Regulation of Time, as all Things, in 
World, are manifeſtly perceived 
to do; which is a. moſt convincing Argument 
of their Creation; and that they began to exiſt 
in Time and were not eternal, 2 

Fox ' whatſoever was eternally - exiſting 
a Parte ante, muſt neceſſarily continue, 
eternally, the ſame a Parte foft ; and run 
an even and 'uninterrupted Courſe; through 
eternal Ages yet to come. Man, therefore, can ne- 


ver have been this eternal exiſtent Being, in the 


Manner he is now propagated, becauſe the 
Modes and Changes of that very Being, im- 
plies a Contradiction to the Idea of eternal 
Exiſtence; unleſs we could conceive him, as 
I obſerved above, eternally a Child,. eternally 
to Death and 


mpoſſible, in the Na- 
ture of Things, that any Man, Woman, 
or Child, that eternally was ſuch, ſhould ever 
change their State; return to Death; or reſolve 
into Corruption; and ſo-ceaſe to be, in Time, 


what they ctetnally had Wenn 


THE Truth of all is: That, at firſt: Sight, 
it appears ridiculous to apply the abſtract Terms 


of Infinity and Eternity to Beings, in them- 


ſelves, ſubject to Beginnings and Endings ; to 
Alterations and Changes: Becauſe if we take 
a View, not of Man only, but of all the 
Parts of this terraqueous Globe, we ſhall 
1 nothing elſe but Periods, W 
an 


and — 't * e — the 


Perpetuity of this mundane Syſtem : Beſides, * 


had the World itſelf, and Man the Lord of 
this Creation, been infinite and eternal, with 
the ſame Degree of Knowledge, that now | 
exiſts amongſt, Mankind, then, there muſt 
have been, = a firft Principle, an eternal 
Knowledge in the World, of its own eternal 
; Exiſtence, which certainly would neceſſarily 
have MET, all Nip about this intricate 
Matter. n 
I MIGHT here enlarge. upon this Article, 
with Proofs taken from the Nature of I hings, 
as they relate to the Beginning and Progreſs of 
Arts, and the Increaſe of Men upon the Face 
of the Earth: For had it been eternal with the 
fame Number of Men and Women, that now 
ſojourn in the World; and nothing in Nature 
to interrupt the Laws of Procreation; then 
this Increaſe, according to the known Aug- 
mentation of the Species, in any long Period 
of Time, muſt have overſ pread. the whole 
Earth, infinite Ages ago; which is a mani- 
feſt Demonſtration that the World could not 
be eternal, as this Word implies an eternal Du- 
ration of Exiſtence. | 
Fon the foregoing Reaſonings and Re- 
i flections, upon the Nature of an eternal Exiſt- 
ence, I ſhall. draw theſe neceſſary Concluſi- 
ſions. — That the World was not eternal, but 
created in Time: And that the firſt Man Was 
named Adam, and produced into Being after 
Ann God had r all the nt 2 
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bf the Creation, and adorned this World with 
every Thing neceſſary for his Reception, as 


appears from divers Paſſages in Scripture. 
And from whence I _ FRE 12 


PRO P.- UL 


 THrar it is reaſonable to believe, that 
God, upon the primitive Creation of our firſt 
Parents, neceflarily communicated to Man the 
ſame glorious Principle of the Spirit, that is 
re- united to his Nature ſince the Redemption. 
THIS Propoſition relates to Man's Nature, 
under a double Capacity: And, if well re- 
flected upon, will let us into thoſe Perfections 
and Graces, that God was pleaſed to confer 
upon Adam in his original Creation: And, 
therefore, the beſt way to get a clear Know- 
ledge of thoſe Prerogatives of our firſt Nature, 
is to conſider what we are, ſince redeemed by 
the Blood of Chriſt, and what we ſhall be in 
the Reſurrection to eternal Life, when our 
vile Bodies ſhall be changed like unto Chris 
glorious Body; and we capacitated to enjoy 
endleſs Ages, in communion with God, and 
all the holy Angels of Heaven. 
Tux Generality of Writers allow 1 to 
Fo have been created with very high Prerogatives ; 
and-own, that he loſt th of the Nobleneſs 
_ of his Nature by the Fall : But the Misfortune 
of all is, that'\few of theſe Gentlemen have 
. traced him from his Original, viewed him in 
his multiplied Succeſſions, and conſidered him 
in 
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in thoſe great Events, that happened in divers 
Periods, that have paſſed ſince his firſt Crea- 


tion: For, in the Courſe of theſe Pages, it will 


manifeſtly appear, that the human Nature, 


by the wonderful Providence of God, has been 
preſerved invariably the ſame, from the Fall to 
this very Day. This Preſervation of the Unity 
or Identity of human Nature, in thoſe infinite 
multiplied Succeſſions of Individuals from 
Adam, was abſolutely neceſſary to compleat 
our Redemption in CHriſt, as will more clear] 
appear when we come to handle that Sub- 
ject in particular. 
Nou, if we reflect ever fo little upon the 
New 7. eftament Diſpenſation, we ſhall quickly 
perceive, that both Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
advance the Nature of Man above all other 
created Beings. St. Paul, treating of the Dig- 
nity of the human Nature (even under this 
fallen State of Things) after he had received 
the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, expreſſes himſelf 
in Words of a very high Nature. * But, by 
the Grace of God, faith he, I AM that IAM: 
This perfectly correſponds with that Paſſage 
in Exodus v, where God uſes the ſame Expreſ- 
ſions, to ſet forth his infinite Wiſdom, Power, 
and Glory to Moſes; and which would have 
been Blaſphemy, if the eſſential Spirit of God 
had not reſted upon the Apoſtle: How dare 
any Mortal, though in the higheſt Favour 
with his Maker, preſume to uſe the very ſame 


2 1 Cor. xy, 10,  Þ Exod.iii, 14. 
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Words, that God himſelf made uſe of to unvail 

his Glory to Moſes the greateſt of Prophets: 
Was there no other Being in Nature, neither 
Angel, Arch-angel, Cherubim, nor Seraphim, to 
whom theApoſtle could liken himſelf? Certainly 
none ; for theſe were all of a different Nature, 
and did not reach that ſublime Idea, that the 
Apoſtle knew he was advanced to, ſince his 


Reception of the Holy Ghoſt, 


Bur the Apoſtle purſues the ſame Argu- 


ment, and, through all his Epiſtles, takes di- 


vers Occaſions to magnify the Dignity of the 
human Nature. bat, ſaith he, know ye 
not that your Body 1s the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which 1s in you, and which you have of 


God? And again, For ye are the Temples of 


the living God. Beſides, the Apoſtle never 


ſpeaks of the Advancement of our Nature, b 
the Redemption of Chriſt; but of the Reneu- 
ing of our Minds; the renewing of the Spirit, 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; all which 
Expreſſions plainly imply, that they were 
not Favours newly given to Man, but Favours, 
that he originally had in Adam, were loſt 
upon the Fall; and, now, were to be renewed 
upon the Redemption, purchaſed by Chriſt. 
And hence, it appears, conſiſtent with the 
eternal Reaſon and moral Fitneſs of Things, 
that we ſhould, by this Redemption, be rein- 
- ſtated into every Happineſs and Perfection we 
ſhould have: poſſeſſed through Adam (as an 


© 1 Cor. vi. 19. 42 Cor. vii. 16. 
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Individual deriving from his Nature) in Caſe 
he had never fallen: And upon theſe Grounds. 


and Reaſons 1 ſhall beg leave to deduce the. 
following on mon 


RO p. IV. 


ITI HAT We Dünn of Glory Man's 8 
Nature is to be advanced to in the Reſurre- 


ction to eternal Life, the ſame or equivalent 


ſhould Adam have eternally continued to en- 
joy, in Caſe he had never fallen. H 

As the former Propoſition related to the 
Dignity of Adam's Nature, both before. the 
Fall, and ſince redeemed by the Blood of 
Chriſt : So this concerns the Perfections and 
Glory, that he both originally had, under his 
primitive State of Creation, and ſhall again 
have, united to his Nature, upon the Nau 
rection to eternal Lifſe. 

Now, in the ſacred Pages of the New 
7 eftament we have a moſt glorious Idea, of 
what we ſhall be in the Reſurrection from the 
dead: Our Saviour aſſures the Apoſtles, 
That when the Son of Man ſhall fit on the 
Throne of his Glory, then, they alſo ſhall fit upon 


twelve Thrones as Viceroys, judging the twelve 


Tribes of Iſrael : St. Paul, in Expectation: of 
the ſame glorious Reward, thus expreſſes him- 
ſelf with Joy; Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a Crown of Reg afeogfngſs, which the 


* 2 Tim. iv: 8. 
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Lord, the righteous Fudge, ſhall not only give 
to me, at that Day, but to all that love his 
Appearance. St. James calls it A Crown of 
Life : s St. Peter A Crown of Glory, that 
fadeth not away ; that is, eternal and un- 
changeable. But St. Paul diſcourſing to 
the Corinthians, concerning the Danger of 
their factious Appeals, from the Conſiſtories 
of the Saints, to the Courts of Unbelievers, 
uſes an Argument of a very high Nature, to 
perſuade them to compoſe their little litigious 
Quarrels: h What, faith he, do ye not know, 
that the Saints ſhall judge the World? And if 
the World ſhall be judged by you, account ye 
your ſelves unworthy to judge the ſmalleſt Mat- 
ters? And, in the very next Verſe, he raiſes the 
Dignity and Glory of our Nature, above all 
the ſubordinate Powers of Heaven and Earth: 
* Know ye not, that we ſhall judge Angels, 
how much more the little trivial Things, that 
pertain to this Life? Here the Apoſtle evi- 
dently ſets forth, in the moſt affecting Terms, 
the Dignity of that Glory we ſhall be advanced 
to, in the Reſurrection to eternal Life. 

THESE Reaſons of the Apoſtles, diſcover 
to us, both the Dignity and Stability of our 
Being in that future State of Glory: And tho 
God has not been pleaſed expreſly to reveal to 
us, what Adam was in Paradiſe, before the 
Fall; yet we know from the ſacred Pages 
themſelves, that he was created in the Image 


i. 12. 5 1 Pet. v. 4. h 1 Cor vi. 2. 
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of God, pourtrayed in his Likeneſs or Simili- 
tude, and made to be * an Image of his own 
Eternity: | For Righteouſneſs 1s immortal: 

This exhibits to our View a grand Idea of what 
he was, ſince no other Creatures could boaſt 
ſo noble a Privilege, nor derive their Bein 

from ſo high an Original. He not only had 
the Image of God impreſſed upon his Nature, 
but the very Spirit of God infuſed at the ſame 
Time: So that Adam did not reſemble the 
divine Perfections, as a lifeleſs Image of Block 
or Marble repreſents the Lineaments or Fea- 
tures of Man, but he was created the perfect 
living Image of the everliving God. This is 
all deducible from the very Text itſelf; and 
they that deny this, muſt neceſſarily deny the 


very Words and Senſe of Scripture. F rom 
whence I infer 


PR O P. v. 


Tu Ar Adam (as conſtituted the original 
and univerſal Parent of all Mankind) conſiſted 

of a moſt glorious Syſtem, of corporeal Or- 
gans, which the divine Artiſt formed of Ma- 
terials derived from the Earth : An immortal, 
intellectual Soul, derived from the divinely in- 
ſpired Breath of Life, and an immortal Spirit, 
whereby he partook of the Sanctity of the wo 
vine Nature of God himſelf. TE 
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FROM the two preceding Propoſitions, that 
diſcover to us the Nature, Dignity, and Im- 
mortality of Man, and the Glory he ſhall be 
advanced to in the Reſurrection to eternal Life, 
I proceed to conſider, what he neceſſarily was 
under the primitive Laws of his Creation : For 
ſure I am, that the Redemption of the hu- 
man Nature, by the Blood of Chriſt, can be 
looked upon in no other Light, but only as 
an Effect neceſſarily flowing from the Cauſes 
of the Fall, and which was intended 'by our 
merciful God to reſtore us to our primitive 
ſelves. 
Nov, Man is 0 God-like Creature, 
which the divine Archite& was pleaſed to pro- 
duce laſt, as the ſupreme Eſſay of his Skill; 
not willing to raiſe him into Being, till the 
Creations, preceding his Birth, were com- 
pleated : And, tho' it plainly appears, that 
the FIAT of. the Creator brought all other 
Species of Creatures to exiſt ; and the Breath 
of his Power, that Moment, gave them the ſeve- 
ral Perfections of their Natures, when he bid 
them to be; yet when Man! — I fay, this 
lordly Creature, Man, was to have his 
Birth, the whole cabinet. Council of Heaven 
Was, as it were, to be ſummoned, to deli- 
berate upon this great Event: For the Solem- 
nity of his Creation is uſhered in thus: Let 
us (faith God) make Man in our Image, after 
our Likeneſs; and let them have Dominion 
over l the Fiſh of t the Sea, and over the Fowl 
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of the Air, and over the Cattle, and over all 
the Earth: There is no Queſtion, 1 think, to 
be made, but that this Paſſage (let ut) implies, 
that the ſacred Trinity did co- operate in the 
Production of Man. 

LAM very ſenſible, that divers learned Men 
conceive of theſe Words, Let us make Man 
in our Image, &c. as if they related to a Form 
of Speech, "ſuited to the Grandeur of the eaſt- 
ern Monarchs in their Manifeſtoes and Decla- 
rations to other Princes or their own Subjects, 
and did not relate to Perſons as the . 
Senſe of the Pronoun 16, ſeems viſibly to 
imply: But St. Luke, 1 think, has officiently 

cleared up the Senſe of this Paſſage, and plain- 
ly diſcovered, that the Point in Queſtion" muſt 
neceſſarily relate to Perſons, and could not poſ- 
ſibly accord with the Forms or Modes of 
Speech; ſince it evidently appears, from the 
| Senſe of the Text, that the fame ſacred Three, in 
the undivided Trinity, were equally neceſſary to 
renew Man's Nature after the Fall, that were 
requiſite to produce him into Being upon his 
firſt Creation: For the Angel expreſly tells 
the bleſſed Virgin, That the HOLY GHOST 
ſhall come upon thee, and. the PO WER of the 
HIGHEST, that is, GOD *the FA. 
THER, ſhall overſhadow. thee : "Therefore 
THAT HOLY THING, that is, the 
WORD, which ſhall be born of thee ſhall be 
called the 8 ON of G 0 D. And hence it is 
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as plain, as Words can ſpeak : That, in theſe 
two Creations, the ſame Almighty Power ex- 
erted itſelf: The ſame ſacred Influence was ne- 
ceſſary, and the ſame Tri- une God contrived 
and executed the Plan, as well of Man's firſt, 
as of his ſecond Creation by Chrift : For 
our Redemption is called à new CRE A. 
'TION: And the Apoſtle expreſly tells us, 
That we are created à new in Chriſt Jeſus : 
And for this Reaſon, St. Paul calls us à new 
Lump, derived from Chriſt, in Contradiſtin- 
ction to the old Lump we received from 
Adam. 

THrvs, the Evangeliſt explains this adora- 
ble Myſtery of the Incarnation, whereby it is 
demonſtrated : That the Inſtitution and Reſti- 
tution of Man's Nature were accompliſhed by 
the ſame Powers, brought about by the ſame 
Means, and grounded upon the ſame eternal 
Principles of God and Nature : And thus it 
appears, that to redeem this little, trifling, in- 
ſignificant Creature-Man, as Dr. Burnet ſtyles 
him, not only the O RD muſt become 
Fleſh, and vail himſelf under the paſſive Ma- 
qorials of our fallen Nature ; but, that both 
the eternal Father and the eternal Spirit muſt 
concur to effectuate this Operation. 

Now, left the Deformity of his Nature 
upon the Fall, and the Changes that enſued 
upon the Tranſgreflion, ſhould make it a 
Queſtion with ſome light Wits, in future 
Times, whether, in his firſt Creation, he re- 
ceived the Impreſſion of the divine * - 
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God, this is again twice repeated in the very 
next Verſe: * So God created Man in his own. 
Image : In the Image of God created he him : 
Male and Female created he them : And 
hence it plainly appears, that Man, in his firſt 
Creation, was modelled or pourtrayed after 
the immortal Image, Likeneh, or Similitude 
of God his Maker : And that Dominion or 
Sovereignty was given to him over all the 
Earth, and every Thing that lives. 

Tus far concerning the general Idea of 
Man's Creation : But in the next Chapter, the 
Proceſs is more particularly ſet down, in theſe 
Words: And the Lord God formed Man of 
the Duſh of the Ground, and breathed into his 
Noſtrils the Breath of Life, or Lives (for Iam 
informed the Hebrew Language expreſſes it by 

a ſubſtantive Plural) and Man became a livin 
Soul or a Soul that had Life or Lives in itſelf, 
that is, a Power to propagate immortal Life unto 
all the ſucceſſive Generations of Men, that 
were to derive from Adam. By this ſecond 
Rehearſal of the divine Proceedings, in the 
Creation of Man, it clearly appears, that God 
the Father firſt formed the Members, diſpoſed 
the Limbs, and finiſhed the ſeveral corporeal 
Organs for that divine Image which the Body 
was about to receive from the Breath of God the 
Son, according to, Fob : The Spirit of God 
hath made me: And the Breath of the Al- 
mighty hath given me Life, 
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Axp thoug h Moſes, in deſcribing the Hi- 
ſtory of Adam s Creation, had chiefly in View 
| the Dignity of his Nature, and his Deſcent 
from the Deity; yet, without all Controverſy, 
he was at firſt created with Spirit, Soul and 
Body: And this Diſtinction St. Paul very 
elegantly expreſſes, in his ſecond Epiſtle to the 
Theſſalonians, in theſe Words: 4 And I pray 
God that your whole S PI RI, and SOUL, 
and BODY, may be preſerved unto the Com- 
ing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And the bleſſed 
Virgin Mary confirms this Diſtinction, in theſe 
Words: My SOUL does magnify the Lord, 
and my SPIRIT bas rejoiced in God my Sa. 
viour. Theſe Sentiments, in both, dictated 
by the Holy Ghoſt, ſo juſtly expreſs the Idea 
we have of the Principles compoſing the hu- 
man Nature, that I know neither Ancient nor 
Modern, that has more judiciouſly diſtinguiſhed 
them. Doubtleſs, the Reaſon why Moſes did 
not particularly mention the Spirit, as a di- 
ſtin& individual Principle, was becauſe he 
comprehended it in the Breath of Life : That 
he had it, in his original Creation, appears 
clear from divers Texts of Scripture,” that 
ſpeak of the * Renewing of the Holy Ghoft, 
and exhorts us fo be * renewed in the Spirit 0 
God that created us: That he loſt it in the 
Fall, will appear as evident, when we come 
to treat of the fatal Effects of that great Event: 
And that we his fallen Progeny recovered it 
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ain upon Chriſt, aſſuming our Nature, ap- 
du as certain, both from the Propheſy = 
Joel, where God promiſes, that in thoſe Days 
he would pour out bis. Spirit upon all Fleſh, 
that is in the Days of the Meſſiah, and alſo 
from theſe two Paſſages I have quoted from 
St. Paul and the Hymn of the bleſſed Virgin. 

Now, if we approach a little nearer this 
God- like Creature Man, and take a View of 
his glorious. Form; the ſurpriz ing Structure of 
his Make, and the noble Deportment of his 
corporeal Natnre, we ſhall readily perceive, that 
he had the Principles of Immortality i in himſelf, 
though not abſolutely: And that nothin 
could naturally deprive Adam of an etern 
Duration and Subſiſtance, but his tranſerefling 
the high Command enjoined him by God in 

Paradiſe... 
Hz ſhone out, with a peculiar Splendor, 
appeared like the Sun in its full Strength and 
' meridian Glory; and at once ſtood up a 
rious Piece of divine Workmanſhip: The 

Luſtre of his Body, though earthy, was bright 
and luminous: The immortal Breath of God 
formed his Soul, and animated his corporeal 
Organs: And a Spirit, derived from the eter- 
nal Fountain of Life, impreſſed the divine 
Image of God upon his Nature. 

TE Texts of Moſes, relating to the Crea- 
tion of Man, furniſh us with divers Parti- 
culars, moſt worthy our Conſideration : Firſt, 
the v I ps ration of the Almighty, or the Breath 
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of Life. Doubtleſs, this infuſed Breath was 4 
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Portion of the divine Spirit of God inbreathed 
into Man: For I have been informed by a 


learned Rabbi, that the original Hebrew Word 


Taz, which we render Breath, always figni- 
fies ſomewhat celeſtial or divine, and when 
the Hebrew Word ry is added, it always is 


to be taken plurally, as Spiraculum Vitarum, 
the celeſtial Breath or Spirit of Lives (not Life, 


as our vulgar Tranſlation has it) ſignifying 
doubtleſs, that infinite Number of Lives or 
Souls that Adam was to multiply from him- 
ſelf to all ſucceeding Generations: Analogous 
to this Breathing is that Text of St.* John to 
be underſtood : For Chriſt, being about to 


communicate his holy Spirit to the / Apoſtles, 


immediately before his Aſcenſion is faid to have 
breathed on them : So his Words import: And 


when he had fo ſaid, he breathed on them, ſay- 
ing, Receive ye the holy Ghoſt : Whereby they 
received that divine and celeſtial Spirit that 
was to lead them into all Truth, and enable 
them to overcome all Oppoſition, that ſhould 
happen to them in the Propagation of the 
' Goſpel: This was the fame Spirit that enli- 
vened the Patriarchs often to hope againſt all 


Appearance of Hope: That animated the Pro- 


2 to ſtand up for God, his Laws, and Re- 
Ii 


ion, in Oppotition to the Kings and Rulers 
the Earth; and emboldened the Martyrs 
and Confeſſors to undergo and ſuffer the moſt 


* John xx. 4 
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| ſhocking Perſecutions, and the various Me- 


thods of Death, 


Now, if Adam, in his e Sei a 
Portion of that divine Spirit, that was with 
the eternal Being before the Foundation of the 
World; then it follows, that the Spirit and 
Soul of Adam was, from the very Nature of 
their Principles, eternal a Parte ante, as Phi- 
loſophers ſay, as well as a Parte poft'; for 
no mention is made of the Creation of his 
Soul, but of its inbreathing: And this Breath 
of God moſt certainly had Life and Subſiſt- 
ence before it was infuſed. You may as well 
ſay, that God created the Holy Ghoſt ; for 
that is as much in every ſanctified, chriſtian 
Man, as the very Soul itſelf, ſinee the Redemp- 
tion, as ſay, that he created the Spirit of Man 
when he formed him into Life. All that can 
be fairly ingrred from the Text is, that the 
Breath of Life had a different Mode of Exiſt- 
ence, as it was in Man after the Creation, from 
what it had before that Period of Time. Bat 
yet, after all, I expreſly deny that there is 
ſuch an eternal Exiſtence to be attributed to 
the Soul of Man, as is inſe -parabl y eſſential to 
the Deity. - 
THIS immortal Fa of Adam, therefore, 
being the expreſs Image of God, his Likeneſs 
and Similitude, and a divine Ray, Spark, or 
Emanation of Light, proceeding from the 
eternal Fountain of Truth, we can conceive no 
Point of Time when it was not : The Breath 
of Life, as it was the Breath of God undoubt- 
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edly had a Subfiſtence before its Infuſion: As 
it was an immortal Efſence, muſt have had 
an Exiſtence before the Creation of Light and 
before all Worlds. Seneca is fo near deifying 
the Soul, that I know not how to diſtinguiſh 
him: Quid aliud vocas Animum quam Deum 
in humano Corpore hoſpitantem? And yet this 
no ways differs from St. Paul, ſpeaking of Mens 
being enlightened by the holy Spirit, » Know ye 
not, that your Body is the Temple of the Holy 
bot, which is in you, and which ye have of 
.God? Theſe Paſſages fo clearly prove the high 
Dignity of the Spirit and Soul of Man, that 
1 know not what can fairly be objected againſt 
them, conſiſtent with the Word of God and 
divine Revelation. From whence I infer, © / 
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FT rar the ſpiritual Eflence df the Soul of 
Man, under its primitive State of Creation, 
Was the Breath of Life, clothed with the At- 

- tributes of Wiſdom, Knowledge, and Under- 
ſtanding, infuſed into Adam's corporeal Na- 
ALL the great Ancients were of Opinion, 
that Wiſdom, Underſtanding, and Knowledge, 
could never be created; but that theſe divine 
Attributes muſt be as eternal, immortal, and 
vnchangeable, as the God that made the 
World: And for this Reaſon, the moſt learn- 

a8 * | ? 1 Cor, vi. 19. 11 F 
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ed Men of Antiquity, conſidered the Soul of Man, 
as a divine Principle derived or excerpt from the 
very Subſtance of the Deity : And though I 
think theſe Philoſophers carried the Point too 
far, in thus aſſerting the divine Nature of the 
Soul ; yet, as to the Eternity of Wiſdom, 
which conſtitutes our Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding, they differ not at all in their Senti- 
ments, from the Language of Solomon, when 
the wiſe Man is ſpeaking of the Prerogatives 
of Wiſdom, as diftin& from the Deity : * The 
Lord poſſeſſed me, faith he, in the Beginning 
of his Way, before his Works of old: I was 
ſet up from everlaſting, or ever the Earth was: 
Before the Mountains were ſettled :' Before the 
Hills was I brought forth : When be prepared 
the Heavens, I was there; when he ſet a Compaſs 
upon the Face of the Deep : When he gave to 
the Sea his Decree, that the Waters ſhould not 
paſs : When he appointed the Foundations of 
the Earth : Then was I by him, as one brought 
up with him, rejoicing always before him ; and 
my Delight was with the Sons of Men, when, 
as yet, they were only in the Idea of the divine 
Mind. By this, it viſibly appears, that Adam 
-upon his firſt Creation, partook of the Wiſdom 
of the Deity, tho not of the very eſſential 
Subſtance of the divine Nature, 
An p hence we ſee the Reaſon and Neceſſity 
why the divine Nature ſhould aſſume the Hu- 
man: That ſo, God might be in Chriſt recon- 
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ciling the Word to himſelf, vi. The Great- 
neſs of the Perſon offending, the Dignity of 
his Character, and the divine Energy of his Riſe 
and Birth, having received his Life from the 
Breath of God, being formed in his Image, 
in his Likeneſs, and in his expreſs Similitude: 
So that, although he made a fatal Lapſe in 
Paradiſe, yet if God will recover him again to 
Glory, he muſt, according to the eternal Rea- 
ſon of Juſtice and the moral Fitneſs of Things, 
ſend his only begotten Son to take that Nature 
upon him, that became ſinful upon the Fall: 
That ſo he might reinſtate ſinful Man into all 
theſe Prerogatives he loſt in Adam: And with- 
out all Controverſy, a leſſer Sacrifice than Chriſt 
might have attoned for Man's Offence, if he 
had not ſtood at the Top of all created Nature; 
and, by his efſential Attributes of Soul and Spi- 
rit, been very nearly related to the Deity 
himſelf. From whence follows : 


— 


PROP. VII. 


Tu Ar the Spirit of Man was a Ray of 
divine Light, infuſed into Adam, to preſerve 
the corporeal Principles of his earthly Nature, 
unchangeable and immortal. 

ADAM was the fair Reſemblance of his 
Maker, had a god-like Shape, a princely Dig- 
nity, . and ſurrounded with the Rays of a 
tranſcendent Glory, infinitely excelling all 
that is human, in this fallen State of Nature. 

His Soul and Spirit, deriving their Nature and 


Eſſence 
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Eſſence from the Brightneſs of the Deity, muſt 
neceſſarily partake of the divine Perfections: 
And for this Reaſon, St. Paul calls him * The 
Image and Glory of the inviſible God, He had 
Wiſdom ſuperior to every Thing in Nature, 
an Underſtanding ſo enlightened, that he was 
able to penetrate into the ſecret Springs, latent 
Cauſes, and internal Conſtitution of the moſt 
abſtruſe Objects, at one View: For it is not 
reaſonable to believe, that Adam gave Names, 
at Random, to all the Creatures brought him 
by the Angel of God; but that their Names 
were exactly correſponding with their Natures, 
and did beſt expreſs thoſe individual Chara- 
cters, that Adam, by his Wiſdom, had con- 
ceived of their various Structures, Figures, and 
Motions, as well internal as external. He had 
alſo the Faculty of illuminated Reaſon, where- 
by he could ſee at one Glance all the poſſible, 
intermediate Ideas, that make up the Train of 
a Demonſtration ; and which evidently con- 
nect the firſt Principles of Nature with the 
ultimate Concluſions, though infinitely remote : 
And hence it appears, that Reaſon in him (if he 
had that Faculty) muſt have been, what the 
Solutions in the Mathematicks are to us, with 
this Difference: That he, in every Propoſition 
immediately perceived the Connexion of the 
ſeveral, intermediate Ideas, which we, in this 
fallen State of Nature, do not diſcover but by 
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much painful Labour, great Intenſeneſs of 
Thought, and many tedious Deductions. 

So that we have the higheſt Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that what is eſteemed ſupernatural to us 
the unhappy Progeny of Adam, was the natural 
Condition of that firſt Man, before his Tranſ- 
greſſion in Paradiſe : For Adam, in his primi- 
tive State of Innocency, had the Privilege to 
know God, could hold Diſcourſe with the Deity, 
as one Man talks with another, and behold his 
Glory by the Strength of his natural and ſenfi- 
tive Organs, which were the ſame in him, that 
they will be in us at the Reſurrection ; for then 
we ſhall have the ſame Spirit, joined to the 
ſame Soul and Body we ſhould have derived 
from Adam, in caſe he had never fallen, as 
will more clearly appear, from the very Na- 
ture of the Redemption, when we come to 
treat of that important Event. 

Nor was he only immortal in his Soul and 
Spirit, but he had an immortal Vigour, from 
that Spirit, transfuſed into his corporeal Organs, 
as far as they were corporeal. For though 
his Body was formed of the Earth, yet that 
Earth was ſo refined by the Art of God, the 
divine Architect, that it never could come 
under any Alteration or Change, while 
the Spirit continued to animate the cor- 
poreal Nature. And as he never was young, 
ſo he never could grow old; becauſe he came 

into the World in his full Bloom and Vigour : 
and therefore, the Steddineſs of his —_— 
1 could 
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could not be varied by the Uſe of Meats; 
Drinks, and other Actions, | that conſi- 
derably alter our Nature, in every Period of 
Life ; becauſe, in him, the Quantity expended, 
in carrying on the Laws of Nature, maſt neceſ- 
farily be in an equal Proportion to the Quan- 
tity taken for Suſtenance, which muſt eternally 
preſerve the ſeveral Organs under the Equili- % 
brium of a regular Balance, 

For, all human Bodies would eternally 
continue, in the ſame State and Condition, were 
their Diſcharges, equal to their Additions ; 


But this Law, in Infants and Children, is 


broke in upon, becauſe theſe Diſcharges are 
not in Proportion to the Quantity of Aliments 
they take for ſupplying the Body with Nou- 
riſhment, ſeeing that a conſiderable Portion of 
their Food is not only taken up in repairing 
the Waſtes every Day expended in carrying 
on the Actions of Life; but in encreaſing the 
Growth and Bulk of Bodies, not abendy cave 
to their full State of Perfection. 1" 

ADAM, thus created in Glory and im 
lity, muſt have been ſelf-poiſed upon his own 
Center of Gravity; and the Libration of all his 
Parts muſt have been perfectly equal and uniform 
to continue that Exiſtence : For the Eternity 
of Adam, as an Individual, conſiſting of Bo- 
dy, Soul, and Spirit, did necetleily depend 
upon the Principles of his corporeal Nature, 
brings exactly balanced, and regularly adjuſted 
by the Wiſdom. of God, . whole Spirit reſted 
er 1s pee Organs,” to: a his 
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Body ſteddy to the eternal Laws of his Na- 
ture. His Body having the ſame Center of 
Magnitude, of Motion, and of Gravity, 
would neceſſarily diſpoſe all the Parts to an 
equal Libration, whereby the Motions, Sepa- 
rations, and Secretions, as well as the Diſ- 
charges, would be regular, fit, and proper, to 
continue the corporeal Nature, thus conſtituted, 
always the ſame. This, I think, is a Point, 
that needs no Proof, becauſe it carries its own 
Evidence along with it: For where the Sub- 
ſtractions are continually equal to the Additi- 
ons, the Motions regular, and the Supplies of 
Food keep a ſteddy Pace with the Diſcharges, 
there the remaining Bulk muſt eternally con- 
tinue the ſame, without the leaſt Abatement 
of Life or Vigour. 

ACCORDING to theſe Grounds and Rea- 
ſons, I conceive Adam originally a Ray of the 
divine Being, with the Attributes of Wiſdom, 
Knowledge and Underſtanding, carnified of 
Materials derived from the Earth; who from 
the very Nature of his Creation had the Power, 
tho' net abſolute, of an eternal Subſiſtence 
lodged in himſelf; Cain, I define the ſame Ray 
or Breath of Life propagated by Generation into 
a diſtinct Individual, according to the ſettled 
Laws of Procreation, in this fallen State of 
Nature after the Fall. The fame I conceive 
of Abel, Seth, Enos, and the whole Progeny 
of Adam, from the Beginning down to our 
Times; for we are all Partakers of the ſame 
< divine Ray, or — of Life, derived from 


Alen 


— 


The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 119 


Adam by Propagation, and transfuſed into num- 
berleſs . Individuals of the ſame human Na- 
ture, | 
No w, upon theſe Principles, conceive to your- 
ſelf a Man juſt coming into the World, of the 
ſame Bulk and Stature, under this equili- 
brated State of Nature, that he would natu- 
rally arrive at about his 334 or 34 Year : And 
then, with a little Thought and Reflection, you 
will eafily be able to conceive him immortal, 
and how he might ſtand it out for eternal Ages 
yet to come: For ſuch a Man could never 
grow old: There is a Neceſſity, from the very 
Structure of his Frame, that he ſhould always 
continue in the ſame State of Life, and be 
eternally blooming, eternally ſprightly, and 
eternally gay: For there never can be aſſigned 
any Reaſon, why he ſhould decline from thoſe 
Perfections of his Nature, as there can be given 
for our Changes in Life. 

T 4 £ Reaſon why we grow old, in this 
fallen State of Nature, is, becauſe we were 
once young; the Reaſon why we languith 
and die, is, becauſe we were once Infants and 
Children, and under the continual Changes of 
Nature, which had no Place when Adam was 
firſt created in his bliſsful State of Peace and In- 
nocence; nor can I conceive how Things could 
be otherwiſe, in that primitive State of Per- 
fection, when the Serenity of the Heavens, 
the Temperature of the Air, and the Steddineſs 
of the Seaſons were always the ſame: So that 
et * bing about him contributed to preſerve 
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this Balance of Equality in a Syſtem of Solids 
and Fluids thus regularly conſtituted ; and 
Adam muſt neceſſarily have enjoyed, under 
that glorious Scene of Nature, the Paradiſe of 
God, an eternal Duration of Pleaſure, unleſs 
the Will of his divine Creator had otherwiſe 
difpoſed of him. For Death and Diſeaſes are 
very much haſtened or protracted, ſince the 
Fall, from the Violence of the Heavens, 
the Inclemencies of the Air, and the Al- 
terations of our Diet, and the Seaſons, 
all the Conſequences of the Fall. Now, if 
you ask, why there is a Neceſſity we ſhould 
grow old, becauſe we were once young ; I an- 
ſwer, that the Neceſſity of this Change ariſes 
out of the Courſe of Nature: For there is the 
ſame Reaſon for one Change, that there is for 
another; that is, the Fitneſs of Things, and 
their Relation 8, as conſtituted in this fallen i 
State of Things. 

ADAM, without all Queſtion, had a ſenb- 
tive Nature, but did not perceive it: His ſen- 
ſitive, before the F all, was abſorpt by the Pow- 
ers of his intellectual and divine Nature. This 
plainly appears, becauſe he was naked and did 
not perceive it: For the external Accidents, 
that accompanied ſuch a World, as he then 

was in, could not annoy him, or create him 

any Diſturbance; nor could he feel any Di- 
ſtinction from the Impreſſions of Objects, till 
the Fall too ſoon made him ſenſible * thoſe 


* 3 
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CREATED thus to immortal Glory, he, 
alone, amongſt all the Creatures of God, ob- 
tained this Privilege, that he not only correſ- 
ponded in Nature and Virtue with the whole 
Syſtem of the Creation, but, from the Efficacy 
and Illumination of the Spirit of God, had a 
very near Relation to the divine Majefty : For 
though, in the Materials of his Body, heſym- 
bolized with the Earth and other Elements; 
in the Faculties of his Senſes with the brutal 
Natures; in his Underſtanding and intellectual 
Powers with the Angels, yet he had a ſuperior 
Relation with God himſelf, as he obtained a 
Portion of his Spirit, and was the expreſs 
Image and Similitude of his Perſnn. 
Or this Spirit that is in Man, the Author of 
the Book of Viſdom gives this Character: That 
it paſſeth through all Things by Reaſon its 
Pureneſs : He calls her the Breath of the 
Power of God, and a pure Influence flowsn 
from the Ghry of the Almighty. The Bright- 
neſs of the everlaſting Light. The unſpotted 
Mirrour of the Power of But, And being but 
one ſhe can do all Things : And remaining in 
herſelf, ſhe maketh all 57 bigs new : And, in 
all Ages, entering into holy Souls ſhe maketh 
them Friends of God and Prophets. And this 
Spirit he breathed into Man, upon his Crea- 
tion; and reſtored it him again upon the Re- 
demption, whereby we are ſaid by the Apoſtle 
#0 * Partakers of the divine Nature. And, 


e Wild, vii. 24, 29, 26. 22k l 4. 
N although 
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although Adam was not, in all Parts formed 


alike, yet all Parts were alike informed with 
radiant Spirit and Light ; that he might not 
only. better view the Wonders of the Creation, 
but look up, and aſpire to that divine Being; 
who, with fo liberal a Hand, had ſhowered 
down, upon him, ſuch, a Profuſion of: Bleſ- 
Logs. 

Ap An, thus, with ſurprizing Glory 
crowned, looked down, from his high Emi- 
nence = Dominion, like the God of this new 


World: For, by his infuſed Wiſdom, he was 


not only able to diſcern Things in their latent 
Cauſes, - but to trace the Ways of higheſt 
Agents; ſo that if thoſe glorious Sons of God, 
the Angels of Heaven, ever broke out into 
xapturous  Hallelujahs, upon any Occaſion, 
moſt certainly theſe Exultations were moſt 


aſter-Piece of the Creation was com pleated ; 


and Man went out of the Hands of his divine 


Creator, adorned with all the Graces that Hea- 
ven and Earth could confer upon him. 

80 that, if Moſes, in this fallen State of Na- 
ture, only by converſing with God in the 
Mount of Horeb, had his Face ſo illuminated, 
that the Children of Iſrael could not endure to 
book upon the G bory, for Fhat exceeding Bright- 
neſs wherewith it ſhone: If St. Stephen's Vi- 
ſage, from his being full of the Holy Ghoſt, 


Was fo. changed, while he ood before the 
"4. Exod. xxxiv.. 29, 35. 
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ewiſh Sanhedrim, '* that they all ſaw his 
Pace, as it had been the Face of an Angel; 
how refulgent, bright, and dazzling, may we 
not reaſonably ſuppoſe Adam, to have been, 
juſt come out of the Hands of his divine 
Creator? Doubtleſs, he ſhone out with a pe- 
culiar Grace and Luftre, not to be conceived 
by the Thought, much leſs expreſſed by the 
Language of either Men or Angels. 

H1s Creation, therefore, may well be 
called : The rifing Birth of Nature, ſince 
for him, all Nature roſe to what ſhe was. 
For he received ſuch a divine Influence 
from the Breath of Life, as rendered him 
as well a Son of God, by Nature, as by the 
Grace and Favour of his Creation : So that 
were I asked the ſame Queſtion, that was of- 
ten put to the ancient Poets and Philoſophers, 
viz, — What is Man? I ſhould readily an- 
ſwer; that MAN, according to the Principles 
of his original Creation was the Breath of Life, 
united to Materials derived from the Earth; 
and carnified by the Art of God: — MAN, 
in this fallen State of Nature, is the fame 
Breath united to Fleſh, by the Power and Laws 
of Generation; and of which we have 8 4 
ouſly enlarged in the third Book, 

ADAM was placed in the moſt delightful 
Garden of Paradiſe, ſurrounded with the moſt 
glorious Scenes, that ever intellectual Eye be- 
held: It was a Heaven upon Earth, a Habi- 
tation _ fit for the e of the 
N ä | bleſſed 


3 
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bleſſed above: 80 that the pendulous or hang- 
ing Gardens of Babylon, the Elyſium of the 
Ancients, and the Groves of Dodona, fo much 
famed in Story, and enriched by the fruitful 
Fancies of Poets, were but faint Reſemblances, 
when compared with thoſe everlaſting Beau- 
ties, that adorned this terreſtrial Heaven. 
Bu r, alaſs ! we have been ſo uſed to leflen 
the Individuals of the human Nature, and 
diſparage this Lord of the Creation, as if 
he were but one Remove from the Brutes 
that periſh, when I queſtion not, but upon 
an equal Compariſon, it will clearly appear, 
that he both was, in hisoriginal Creation 
ſuperior to the Angels; and again, ſhall be 
their Superior, when tranſlated to thoſe glo- 
_rious Manſions of Bliſs and Immortality. 
However, T | ſhall proceed to diſcover as 
much of -this dark and perplexed Subject as 
poſſible, and lay down the following Pro- 
poſition, as fundamental to ns enſuing * 


_ 
r i 2 PR OP. VII 


-T HAT ; the Excellency of Adam's Nature 
and his Prerogatives, upon his' firſt Creation, 
were ſuperior. to the Angels of Heaven. 
Tu Is Poſition, that Man was originally 
a Being ſuperior to the Angels, and ſhall again, 
at the Reſurrection to eternal Life, be Adee 
W a Station ſu to thoſe: bleſſed Spirits, is 
not here laid down, as a Point to be granted, 


but 
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but as a Propoſition to be proved from ex- 
preſs Paſſages of Scripture : For the Word of 
God joined with ſound Reaſon, is certainly 
the propereſt Medium to empower us to judge 
truly of the Dignity of different Creatures, 
that ſeemingly bear ſuch an Oppoſition in their 
Natures, as manifeſtly appears betwixt Men, 
and the bleſſed. Angels above. By this Book 
we may compare them' beſt with each other ; 
and conſider what Relation each bears to the 
divine Creator of Heaven and Earth : For he 

being the Center of Unity to all his Creatures; 

and the God of Truth, doubtleſs, has re- 
vealed as much of the inviſible World and 
its Tranſactions, as concern us to be acquaint- 
ed with, in this our * fallen State and 
Condition. 

I conFEss, I have the Soeren Stream 
of all Antiquity, running down againſt me in 
this Affair, who declare, to a Man, that An- 
gels are ſuperior to us in every Change of Life, 
both here and hereafter. That theſe unem- 
bodied Spirits may be more knowing than 
Man, I ſhall readily grant: Neither ſhall 1 
diſpute the Dignity of their Nature, as diveſt- 
ed of all Matter : I believe alſo, that they are 
diſengaged from all Paſſion, but pure Love to 
their Maker and fellow Creatures, in which 
alſo they are ſuperior to us, while our Souls 
and Spirits are confined to animate thoſe groſs 
Bodies. However, it is a great Miſtake, to 
think, that the Supereminency of Indivi- 
duals. depends upon theſe Modes and _ 

utes 
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butes of Motion, as Swiftneſs, Quickneſs, 
Agility, and the like ; or that theſe Modes 
can give Preheminence to Creatures, or ad- 
vance their Natures: If the Dignity of Animals 
depended upon theſe Properties, then the 
Heart, the Hound, and the Hare, would be pre. 
ferable to Man; and the Horſe. more excellent 
than his Maſter ; and then the feathered Kind 
would be ſuperior to all other Creatures, and 
then an Individual of the human Nature might 
be juſtly eſteemed, as the Royal Pſalmiſt cries 
out, A Worm and no Man, ſince moſt otherCrea- 
tures would have the Advantage of him. But 
the Value of any Claſs of Creatures is not to 
be taken from their excelling in theſe Attri- 
butes, Modes, or Properties; but from the 
Relation they ſtand in to their Creator, who is 
God, bleſſed for ever: And this Relation can 
never be had, from the Principles of our Phi- 
loſophy, but muſt be diſcovered from a Reve- 
lation containing the Will of God. 

Ir, therefore, in this fallen State of Nature, 
we compare him with the Angels of God, I 
readily own he is much their inferior: For the 
Royal Pſalmiſt faith, * Thou haſt made him a 
little lower than the Angels : But St. Paul 
commenting upon this Paſſage, very elegantly 
obſerves ; that this Inferiority was but to con- 
tinue for a little while; ſo his Words import, 
s Thou madeſt bim for a little while inferior to 
the Angels, In the large Quarto Bibles, you have 

t Pf. vii. 5. s Heb. ii. 7. 


this 
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this Inferiority for a little while, expreſſed in 
the Margin thus: A little while inferior to, 
In Beza's Latin Teſtament you have it thus: 
Feciſti eum parumper inferiorem Angelis; and 
the Greek delivers it thus: 'HAar]|wras auny 
Beaxy vi wap aſyenss. 

Now, tho” it is certain, from the Context, 
that the Apoſtle intends all this of our Sa- 
viour's human Nature, yet as he came into the 
World to renew in us, whatſoever was defaced 
by Adam's Fall, ſo I think it is an eſtabliſhed 
Truth; that through the Redemption of Chriſ 
we are rendered! Partakers of the divine Na- 
ture: And therefore Adam, muſt in his ori- 
ginal Creation, have been Partaker of the 
ſame. Conſider, how great this Man was: 
That in all the Univerſe there was not a Crea- 
ture to be found, capable of attoning for his 
Offence; in all the heavenly Quires, not an 


Angel, arch-Angel, Cherubim, or Seraphim, 


cqual to the great Work of Man's Redemp- 


tion: Nothing could avail for the Tranſgreſ- 
hon of Adam, but the God that made him; 
the everlaſting Son of the Father, the Prince 
of Peace. From whence I infer, 


PRO FP. 


THAT theſe Natures are moſt excellent 
where God beſtows moſt Love: But it viſibly 


appears in Scripture, that he loved Man infi- 


h Pet. i. 4. 
* 4 


nitely 
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 Hitely above the Angels; and therefore that 

Man's Nature is infinitely ſuperior to the Na- 
ture of thoſe bleſſed Spirits. 1 

THE Apoſtle tells us, that God fo loved 
the World, that he gave his only begotten Son; 
that whoſoever believes in him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. One Ground 
of this Love unqueſtionably was deduceable 
from the Nearneſs of our Relation to God: 
Now, the fallen Angels have not this Privilege, 
but are reſerved to the Judgment of that great 
Day, not for Redemption or a Mitigation of 
their Woes, but to go into everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment with the Wicked, who then ſhall be con- 
figned over to everlaſting Darkneſs and Miſery. 
The Excellency of Individuals is therefore to be 
diſcovered, in the Nearneſs of their Approaches 
to the divine Nature : And it clearly appears, 
from what we have ſaid above, that Man 1s 
the neareſt Creature to the divine Being, and 
a Partaker of a Ray, derived from the eter- 
nal Fountain of Light: This will appear ſtil 
more clear, if we take a View of the diſtinct 
Creations of Man, and of the Angels. 

Hory David ſpeaking of the Creation, 
thus expreſſes himſelf: i By the Word of the 
Lord were the Heavens mage, and all the 
Hoſts of them (that is the Angels, for theſe 
ate rightly ſtyled the Hoſts of Heaven) by the 
Breath of his Mouth : And in another Place, 
where he calls upon all the Creation to praiſe 


i Plalm xxxiii, 6, 


God, 
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God; he particularly . * be Sung 8 
Moon, and Stars, and with them he ranks all; 
the Angels of Heaven : And the Reaſon he aſ- 
ſigns for this Praiſe and Thankſgiving, is, Dat 
God ſpake the Word, and. they were made; be 
commanded, and they roſe out of nothing: 80 
that, by one F I AT of his Almighty Power, 
the Angels were produced into Being, in the 
ſame Manner, that the Heavens, the Earth; 
and all other iuſerior Creatures, received their 
Exiſtence. But not ſo Man; for, as we ob- 
ſerved above, great Order; Counſel, and 
Oeconomy, was neceſſary in his Production: 
And Adam did not immediately aſcend to the 
Perfections ¶ his Nature, till repeated Eſſays 
of the divine Architect's Skill had given the 

finiſhing Stroke to his Being: For he [was 
1158 the expreſs Image of God, and a Pars 
taker of the divine Nature, in Wiſdom, in 
Truth, and in Holineſs: So that, in his firſt 
Creation, he was the pure immaculate Temple 
of God, comprehending 2 Ray of the divine- 
perfections; - and whatever was created afore, 
was only a faint Reſemblance of ms RAT 
dent Excellencies. 03 16) 

BESIDES, God kak in a ve ery mati 
Manner, diſtinguiſhed therhuman Nature with 
the moſt ſignal Marks of Honour: We are 
called the Friends. of God, Brethren in the 
Fleſh, Sons of God, and joint Heirs with 
Chri . in all the Glories 'of a moſt bleſſed 


Pf. cxlviii. 2, 3. 4s: bh 
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Immortality: Add to all this; that, even in 
this fallen State, the holy Spirit is content to 
take up his Reſidence in the Soul of a holy 
and devout Man, and conſecrates his Body as a 
Temple fit for the Indwelling of the Com- 
forter ; And, as the human Nature is rendered 
capable, by the Death, Reſurrection, and Aſ- 
cenſion of Chriſt, to be united to the very 
Spirit of the Deity; ſo, in that Particular, we, 
partaking of the fame human Nature, muſt 
_ neceffarily partake of the fame divine Nature, 
and cohſequently be ſuperior to the Angels 
IA ſurprized, therefore, at theſe Gentle: 
men, who tell us, that we are inferior to the 
Angels in our Nature: When St. Paul ex- 
preſly obſer ves, That we are to judge Angels. 
And when, in the Epiſtle to the! Hebreus, he 
is advancing Arguments to prove the Godhead 
of the Son, he, in the Concluſion of that 
Chapter, introduces Angels ſo far from reaching 
to the ſublime Dignity of the Son, that they 
do not ſeem ſo much as to ſoar up to that 
Glory, we ourſelves ſhall be advanced to in 
the Reſurrection to eternal Life: Are they not 
ul faich he, minifering Spirits, ſent forth to 
guard or ſuperintend the Charge of all thoſe, 


Thut ſhall be Heirs of Salvation? In a Word, 
as the Spirit and Soul of Man are incarcerated 
or impriſoned in Fleſh,” according to the 
Courſe of this fallen State of Nature, we are 


Cap. i 
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certainly their Inferiors: But as we are ingraſt - 
ed into the ſame human Nature with Chrift 3 
as we are redeemed by the Blood of God, "od 
ſanctified by His ioenortal Spirit, certainly the 
Value muſt riſe in Proportion to the Dignity 
of the Purchaſe : And then it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that the Price of one ſingle Soul, thus 
redeemed, muſt be of more Worth than ten 
thouſand e From Ihen I . 


a PROP. IH 


'T HAT lun s Spirit, and Soul wy aby 
in his primitive State of Creation, contained 
every Perfection that was in Chriſt's human 
Nature, as ſuch, either while upon Earth, or 
after his Aſcenſion up into Glory, 

Ou bleſſed Lord did not only vail bimelk 
in our Nature, that he might Kikenj us'from 
the Penalty oF: our Sins; but alſo, that he 
mi ght reinſtate us into all thoſe great Priviteges * 

lifs and Glory we loft in Adam : And to 
_—_ theſe exceeding great Rewards, he 
the angelick 2 and ma an 
in 5 too to take hold of Man: For as the 
Apoſtle well e xprefſes 1 it, He tobk not on Him 
the Nature of Hagel, but be took upon him 
the Seed of Abraham ; that is, the Nature of 
every mortal Man, chat has been in the World 
ſince A, lam. 4 0 
WITIAOU r all Queſtion, Chf plorified 
Body was ſuperior to Angels, Nod. and 
TO Wbat- 
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whatever elſe was created in Heaven or Earth. 
1]. am. fure the Apoſtle argues, in the firſt to 
the Hebrews, upon this very Suppoſition, even 
in Relation to Chriſt's human Nature: For 
ſpeaking of the Perſon of Cbriſt, he thus ex- 
Preſſes himſelf : 2 7, ho, being the Brightneſs of 
his Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of 
his; Perſon z when be had by himſelf purged 
our 1% fat down on the right Hand of the. 
Majeſty on high : Being made ſo much better 
than the Angels, .as he, by Inheritance, hath 
obtained a better Name than they. Certainly, 
he: that purged our Sins, and he that fat down 
on the right Hand of the Majeſty on high, 
are both the ſame Nature, that was made 
ſo much better than the Angels. Upon the 
glorious Advancement of our Saviour's hu- 
man Nature, the Apoſtle purſues the ſame 
Argument, and aſſures us, That at the 
general Reſurrection our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhall: change our vile Bodies, that they may 
be like unto his glorious Body. Now, what Oc- 
caſion for a Change of our vile Bodies upon 
the Reſurrection, if they were not become vile 
upon the Fall, and changed, from what they 
originally were created, infinitely for the worſe: 
This . plainly demonſtrates. the Neceſſity of 
another Change, to recover them from 725 
Corruption they acquired upon that fatal 
Event: And this Alteration he will effect by 
that omnipotent Power, whereby he is able 


n gon» 2 Heb. i 1. . 3” o Philip. ut, 21; 22. 
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to bring about the greateſt. Changer in Na- 
ture. 1 33 

Now, as our vile Bodies ſhall bs: changed' 
like unto his glorious Bodyy and as our Souls 
are the ſame with his Soul, derived from the 


_ fame original, viz. Adam; ſo it neceſſarily 


follows, that we ſhall be ſuperior to the An- 
gels, as we ſhall enjoy the ſame Identity of the 
lorified human Nature,” with the ever bleſſed 
72 And the ſame inſpired Writer pur- 


lues this Argument ſtill further, and aſſures us, 


that our bodily Organs ſhall, at that great 


Criſis, be ſo modulated; as to de able to pene- 


trate into the moſt abſtruſe Myſteries of God, 
of Nature, and of Providence j and be able to 
view Face to Face, and even as he is, the Ma- 
jeſty of that eternal perfect Being, r Who 
dwells in the Light whith no Man can approach 
unto; whom no Man bath ſeen nor can ſee, in 
this fallen State of Nature, which is a Privi- 
lege ſuperior to the bigheſt Seraphim: For 
when theſe bleſſed Spirits approach that eter- 
nal and immortal Potentate, the King of Kings, 
and Lot, of Lords, ſurrounded with all the 


* - . * 


— to dock upon or ns that cel. 

ſible Light. in alien n 
A this is noching different from pr 5 
holy Job had ſaid, upon the ſame Subject, 


long before, and what he hoped to ſee him- 
ſelf and with his own Eyes. 


$7 P 1 Tim. v. 25, 26, 27. 
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Tus victuous Man (when his Friends had 
condemned him of Wickedneſs; and made his 
unfortunate Circumſtances an Argument of 
Guilt, becauſe God had touched him with Affli- 


tions) appeals from their partial and wicked 


Sentence to the juſt Tribunal of the righteous 
God his Redeemer, that was to be his Judge at 
the laſt Day, and uſhers in his Plea thus: 4 For I 
know that my Redeemer liveth, and ſhall land 
at the latter Day upon the Earth: And thi' 
Worms deſtroy 2 Skin and Body, yet in my 
Fleſh ſhall I jee God: Whom my Eyes ſhall be- 
bold and not anothers:; And 1 hall fee bim 


for. myſelf, although. my Reins within me are 


conſumed with the earneft Expect ation of that 
. 
Tam Futte, that divers learned Commen- 
tators have expounded this Paſſage, as if it only 
related to that temporal Felicity, he was to be 
reſtored to before his Death: But there are 
divers Turns in the Context, that plainly for- 
bid ſuch an Interpretation: For if the Purport 
of this Paſſage pu relates to a temporary De- 
liverance; why does he fay, My Eyes ſhall 


fee him and not anothers, and I. ſhall behold 


him for myſelf; when it is certain, that every 
one of his Neighbours. was to ſee and behold 


this great Change in his Circumſtances ? Be- 
ſides, this great Event was not to happen, till 
Worms jy eaten bis Skin and devoured his 


4 Job x xix. 25, 26, 27. 
Body ; 
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Body; or, at leaſt, his Hope reaches. ſo | 
far ; and he frems to have a firm Faith, 
that God could reſtore him after Death; 
which plainly implies, that the Glory he hoped 
to be reſtored to, was not to commence. till 
the Reſurre&ion of all Fleſh. And as to that 
trite Objection of Grotius, That if we inter- 
pret theſe Texts of the Reſurrection, they avid 
give a Light into this great Myſtery, nut only 
above the Proportion of Knowledge, that ' was 
then in the World, but even above what. is 
either to be found in the Patriarchs or P ro- 
phets of the) Old Teſtament, I obſerve, + that 
the Greatneſs of Jab's Sufferings, the Loſs of _ 
his Subſtance, the Deſtruction of his Family, 
and the ſevere and unnatural Treatment of his 
Wife, Servants, and neareſt Relations, called 
for ſome Solace and Comfort, that was ſupe- 
rior to any Changes, that could ariſe from A 
Reſtoration to his former Greatneſs: And how 
could this be given him, under his calamitous 
Affliction, but by opening his'Eyes, and let- 
ting in upon his Soul a Glimpſe of that Glory, 
he was to be reſtored to after che Reſtitution 
of all Things. And this is agteeable to the 
Proceedings of God, who always proportions 
the Light of his Grace, not according to the 
different Periods of Time, but accordivg to 
the Wants, Neceſſities, and ape of 
his afflicted Servants. 2 zn 

AN Þ for this Reaſon, the Ihavbiterg F little 
before their Captivity in Babylon, had ſuch a 
er Deſcription of the Sufferings of the Meſ- 

K 4 | ſiah, 
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| fab; civen \ Gipebs vo the 4 Prophet, to revive 
their Hopes, and preſerve them from deſpond- 
ing under their enſuing Afflictions, as is ſcarce 
to be paralled by either the Apoſtles or Evan- 
geliſts, who were preſent at os Crucifixion of 
our Lord, and privy /to the moſt important 
T ranſactions of his Life and Death: Beſides, 
as we ſhall ſee anon, this Book was not only 
penn'd by a Gentile, but writ for the Benefit 
of-the 3 World: And it was, doubtleſs, 
collected into the ſacred Canon of the FJeus, 
by the wonderful Providence of God, to con- 
vince that People, that the Gentiles, ere 
long, were to be fellow-Heirs, of the ſame 
common Faith and men with them- 
ſelves, -—- 

IENOW but one e in che Abele 
Book of God, that ſeems to advance the An- 
gels upon a Level with the Individuals of the 
human Nature, in the glorified! State; and, 
that is, a Text in St. Matthew, where the 
* Sadducees attempt to poſe our Saviour with a 
. Queſtion, concerning the Nature of the Reſur- 
rection: This relates tothe Woman that had ſe- 
-venBrethren ſucceſſively in Marriage, but without 
any Iſſue: They demand, therefore, of Chriſt 
 eoboſe Wife ſhe was to be at-ithe Reſurrection, 
For they all had her to Wife: Our Saviour an- 
ſwers them, agreeably to the Purport of the 
Point in Queſtion, that they were ignorant of 
n 8 EP of the Scriptures, and did not * 


310 li. * 3. 4 5, GG. 5 Matt. xii. 27. 
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underſtand the Power of God: For that, at 
the Reſurrection, there neither would be mar- 
rying nor given in Marriage, but that the: 
Saints ſhall be as the Angels of God; that is, 
either without the Diſtinction of Sexes; or if 
they retained that Diſtinction, yet it could 
not ſerve to the Ends and Purpoſes of Nature. 
So that this Solution of the Queſtion no ways re- 
lates to an Equality of Dignity, but only toa Con- 
formity of Structure and Action, in theſe natu- 
ral Organs, to be enjoyed by thoſe bleſſed Spirits: 
* They ſhall be as the Angels of God in Heaven; 
that is, without the procreating Principle of Ge- 
neration, Upon the whole; it appears that 
Adam was created Superior to the Angels, 
and by his Fall only became their inferior : 
And as our Saviour took both his Fleſh and 
Soul from Adam, ſo the Apoſtle infers : That 
he was made for a little while inferior to the 
Angels: But that having compleated our Re- 
demption by the Suffering of Death, in that 
human Nature, he became ſuperior to all the 
created Powers of Heaven, and which Honour 
he purchaſed for us and all the Sons of Adam 
8 his Wood: From whenceT infer: 


PROP. XI. 


Tn Ar the Greatneſs of Adam's orimitine 
State of Perfection, is clearly demonſtrated, 
from the Greatneſs of that future State of 


, Þ Ver.-30.- * 


Glory 


1 
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Glory, we ſhall be advanced to, in the Reſur- 
rection to eternal Life; the Greatneſs of 
that future State of Glory, from the Dignity 
of the Sacrifice, neceſſary to. recover Ane! Wan 
the Curſe of the Fall. ori 1 
This Propoſition is only a Gos ence — 


that which went before, which Nia de- 


monſtrates, that Adam was a Creature highly 
favoured of God his Maker; and therefore 1 
ſhall proceed to conſider the Title, we have 
to thoſe glorious Privileges purchaſed for us, 
by the Sacrifice and Death of Chriſt, that ad- 
vance the Dignity of Man above all the other 
Creatures of God, and the Grounds upon 
which that Title is founded. St. Paul ſpeak- 
ing of the Dignity of our Nature, ſince the 
Incarnation of Chriſt, expreſly aſſures us, © That 
we are the Children of God, and if Children, 
then HEIRS; HEIRS of GO D, and 
FOINT HEIRS with Chrip.. : Ag he 
is God, we are his Children by Creation, and 
Heirs through Chrift : As he is Man, we are 


his Brethren in the Fleſh, engrafted into the 


fame human Nature with himſelf, and conſe- 
quently JOINT HEIRS with CHRIST. 

Now JOINT HEIRS is a Law Term 
of the. ſame Import with Coheirs, and implies 
that equal RIGHT) that remains in all the Clai- 


-mants to enjoy equally the Inheritance, left 
them by the Teſtator, when once their Title is 
made out: And there is no Queſtion: to be 


t Rom. viii. 46, 17. 


made, 
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made, but that the Apoſtle — 23 digen 
guiſhes this DOUBLE HEIRSHIP, vi x. of out 
Nang Heirs of God and joint Heirs with Chriſt; 
that all Chriſtians might be thoroughly con- 
vinced, of theſe high Privileges ſecured to them 
by Chriſt, both as he is God, and as he is Man: 
And hence appears the Propriety of the-Diſtin- 
ction between HEIRS and JOINT: HEIRS; 
for we could not be joint. Heirs with God, 
becauſe we never did partake of the Eſſence of 
Deity ; but we are advanced to the Dignity of 
being oint Heirs with Chri/t, as we are Co- 
partners with him in the me human Nature; 
divided to all the Individuals derived from 
Adam: So that, by virtue of this joint Heir- 
ſhip, our human Nature will neceſſarily be 
advanced to all the glorious Privileges, that 
his human Nature enjoys at the right Hand of 


* 2 RS - * 0 
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God; he as the Head, and OE the Mem- 


bers, conſtituting the fame Body; For if 
we ſuffer with him, then the Apoſtle infers, 
that we alſo * ſhall reign with him, and be gu. 
rified together. 

T r1s glorified State i is 5 exceeding great, 
that the Apoſtle was unable to deſeribe it; and, 
therefore, 15 does it but negatively, or in a 
very imperfect Manner, when he declares, 
That Eye bas nat ſeen, nor Bar beard; nets 
ther has it entered into the Heart ar Soul of 
Man, to conceiue thoſe good Things, that God 
has treaſured up for them that love and fear 


„Rom. viii. 17. 2 Tim. ij, 12. 7 1 Cor. 2. 9. 


him, 


eee eee ee e- 


140 The -/Chriftian Philofopher? | 


him. Theſe great Things affuredly ſhall be 
the Reward of every Chriſtian Man, if, by'a 


| looſe Converſation and wicked Life, be does 


not defeat his Title to their Enjoyment: And 
this is not to advance Man above his Nature, 
but it is to make Adam what he truly was 
in his primitive State of Nature: It is advanc- 
ing him to be what the Arians attempt to 
make our Saviour: It is ſetting up Man at the 
Head of the Creation, and raiſing him to be 
the firſt Creature under Heaven. For Man, 

therefore, ſhine all thoſe glorious Orbs of 
Light in the Firmament of Heaven: For his 
Sake, it is, that they once had an apparent 
brighter Luſtre, than what we are able to view 


in this imperfect State of Nature; but the Time 


will come, in the Reſurrection to eternal Life, 
when we ſhall ſee them, as they are in them- 
ſelves, adorned with all the glorious Attri- 


butes of tranſcendent Light and Majeſty: . 


IjupGevD it highly proper to take Notice 
of the Identity of Adam's human Nature be- 
fore the Fall; and conſider the Reſemblance 
and Relation it had with Chriſt's human Na- 


ture after his Aſcenſion and Glorification, that 


I might better diſcover wherein they diſa- 


greed after the Tranſgreſſion; and how the 


univerſal Redemption of Mankind was to be 


effected according to the Reaſons of Nature, 
by our Saviour's taking our fallen Nature up- 
on him, and deriving that Nature from 
Adam: For without diſcover ing that Chain of 
Conſequences, that ſupport the Connection of 


this 
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this Identity, ſeveral Parts of this Diſcourſe 
would be extreamly maimed and defe&tive. 

- Tx vs we have taken a View of this divine. 
Creature Man, as he ſtood in his primitive 
State of Perfection, conſidered what he was, 
and not only what he was in himſelf, but 
what all we his fallen Offspring ſhould have 

been, in Caſe he had ſtood firm in his Duty 
and Allegiance to his Maker. But as Adam 
alone, and without Society (notwithſtanding 
the Dignity of his Nature, and the Profuſion 
of Bleſſings, that the liberal Hand of God had 

ured down upon him) could not be ſaid 
to be compleatly happy, therefore the Lord 
God fook of his Fleſh and Bone, and there- 
of made he Woman. And this leads me 
to ſpeak a few Things of Eve, the Mother of 
all Living, as ſhe was to keep up and preſerve 
the Identity of Subſtance through all her fallen 
Offspring ; they deriving their human Na- 
ture firſt from Adam, formed of the Earth; 
and laſtly, from the ſecond Adam, which is 
the Lord from Heaven. | [wg whence 1 
infer, d 71 


PROP. ES” e 


Tin AT; Eve, the Mother of all Living; 
was not made of another Lump of Earth, --4 
extracted from the Side of Adam. 

| W x obſerved above, that Adam * 4 
his corporeal Nature from the Earth, and his 
Soul and Spirit from = Breath of God: We 

are 
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ate now to conſider how Eve received her Ori- 
gine, that ſhe alſo might be in Union with 

Adam, and come in for the Benefits of Re- 
; purchaſed by Cbriſ, according to 
the moral Fitneſs of Things: : And it clearly 
ace from the whole Scope of the ſacred 
Text, That the Lord God cauſed a deep 
Sleep to fall on Adam: And while be flept, be 


took one of bis Ribs and cloſed up the Fleſh, 
and thereof made be Woman, and unge her 
unto:the Man: And Adam ſaid, this is now 
Bone off my Bone, and Fleſh of my Fleſh,. ſhe 
ſhall be called 8 Oman, ge 2 was taken 
out of Man. 

Nov, * iis Creation of the Wochen, 
it clearly appears, that as Adam was the ex- 

is Image of God, fo Eue was the expreſs 
Image 0 f Adam ; and formed out of his very 
Subſtance ; whereby ſhe became his ſecond 
Self, endued with the ſame Spirit, Soul, and 
Body: And therefore ſhe was the Image of 
God, though not "expreſs ; but rather that 
Image reflected boa her fom Adam 80 
that we may juſtly ſay with the Poet: — Deus 
eft in utroque Parente, for at leaſt ſhe had a 
Semblance of the divine Perfections, was So- 
vereign of all other Creatures, and there- 
fore may juſtly be ſtyled Marito Dea dig- 
na tali. Equal to him ſhe was by the Privi- 
leges of her Birth: And if there were any In- 
„ Ar in Nane they only could be o- 


4 Gen, i ii, 21, 22, 23, 24. | * Hor. : 


ing 
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ing either to her Want of Experience, or the 
different Order of her Creation. 

Tus Adam and Eve, perfect in them- 
ſelves, and immortal in their Natures, might 
have enjoyed endleſs Ages in Bliſs. and Happi- 
neſs, | had they ſtood firm in Obedience to 
their Maker's Laws: They both, as became 
moral Agents and Beings capable of a Law, 
had the Liberty of Choice, and Freedom of 
Will to direct their Actions: A Power to live 
up to the Law of their Nature, or a Will, to 
ſwerve from the Rectitude of that Standard. 
However, univerſal Love and Harmony reign- 
ed through all the Works of God, during this 
firſt State of Nature: There were no Labours, 
nor Fatigues, nor Pains, nor Crimes: No Jar- 
ring in the Elements, no Inclemencies in che 
Air, or {able Clouds that might overſhade this 
„ „/ no 
Und R this delightful Scene all Nature 
ES The equal.Temperature of the Air, 
the Serenity of the Heavens, and the Stability 
of the Seaſons help d on their immortal Blils 
and. Glory ; the eternal Spring danced a per- 
petual Round to ever blooming Nature : In 
this delicious Garden Nature 8 Was a real, 


poſitive Being; and enjoyed the ſpotles Tmage 
of the divine Goodneſs: For various Were the 
Flowers, various the Fruits, and nothin 
wanting, to divert the innocent and; plealing 
PT 2 nei nnn , 1 E41 It: 
Purpoſes of Life, qe. 
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As Boy fowards diſeeveri ng the Princi ole 
of Generation in the Individuals of the hu- 
nan Nature, as they were to relate to 
Adam's primitive State of Perfection, in 
Caſe he bad never fallen: And of the 
Grounds and Reaſons that OR why 
theſe Principles could not poſſibly be inſtituted, 
according to the Means of Procreation al- 
" locted, in this fallen Stare of Nature, 


"H US we have taken a View of Man, 
in his primitive State of Glory, con- 
tem plated the tranſcendent Attributes of his 
Creation, "the Excellencies of his Nature, and 
the Reaſons u upon which his Immortality of 
Body, Soul, and Spirit, was founded : We have 
compared him with the Angels ; and, by both 
Scripture and Reaſon, he a appears to have been 
ſuperior to theſe bleſſed Spirits, as he was 
more highly favoured of God his Maker than 
they : I ſhould here have cloſed this firſt Book, 
and pore to treat of the Origine of Evil, 
the Fall of Man, and the explicite and impli- 
citeCauſes of original Sin; with! the fatalChanges 


that neceſſarily happened to Adam, to Eve, and 
the whole Syſtem of created Nature, upon that 
Event, but that I conceived it highly proper, in 
the firſt Place, to finiſh every Thing, that ei- 
ther did relate to the Perfections of Adam, o or 


if 
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was to concern his State and Condition, i 
caſe he had never fallen from his Glory, - 


- 


Tu 1s leads me to treat of a Subject ſo high 
and ſtrange ; and ſo far above the Reach of Man's 
Nature to comprehend, in this imperfect State 
of Things, that had not God revealed to us, 
that the old Birth was faulty, we, of ourſelves, 
could neyer have conceived the leaſt Thought 
of ſuch an unimaginable Thing; or that the 
Order of Generation had ever been inverted ſince 
the Creation of the World, which clearly appears 
to have been the Caſe: And tho' theſeEnquiries, 
we are going upon, may ſeem to ſome Perſons, as 
needleſs as they are fruitleſs (it being abſolutely 
impoſſible we ſhould ever be able to conceive 
how theſe immortal Natures were to be pro- 
duced into Being, when their very Subs 
ſiſtence and Tranſactions are above the Reach 
of our moſt enlarged Faculties to comprehend) 
yet, as there is a peculiar Spirit of Curioſity 
in Men of Genius, of Learning, and of Parts, 

. to ſearch. into the Origine of any great Event; 
ſo we ſhall endeavour to give them all the Sa: 
tisfaction poſſible, in a Point ſo dark, and fo- 
reign to the Tranſactions of our Nature: 6 And 
tho we cannot ſpeak poſitiyely clear as to the 
Point of Fact, and Manner of Generation, vet 
we know, that it cauld not poſſihly be inſti: 
tuted, according to the Laws eſtabliſhed for the 

Propagation of the human Species, in this 
fallen State af Natu fe ning 
I is true; we have na Revelation, in this 
Point, to guide us in the way; no Footſteps, 
Ln 8 L | in 


. 9s 
— 
oY 
4 
- 


L 


146 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 


in this arduous and difficult Task, to help us 
on in our Journey; no Analogy in Nature, 
to which we may refer our Conceptions of 
Things, to give them greater Light and Pro- 
bability, yet if we ſeriouſly reflect upon the 
generating Principles of Man, and conſider the 
Cauſes and Effects of Procreation, in this fallen 
State of Things, we ſhall readily perceive 
that they cannot be the ſame, that were the 
eſtabliſhed Order of Nature, during Adam's 
primitive State of Perfection. From whence 
I infer, Sig) wy we 4 


PROP. I. 


Tax the Command given to Adam. To 
be fruitful ; to multiply, and to repleniſh the 
Earth, was ſpoken to him during the Period, 
he was under his primitive State of Perfe- 
Etion ; and had Relation to the Principles of 
Generation, correſponding with that ſuperna- 
tural State; wherein Adam, in Conjunction 
with Eve, was to produce Natures as immortal 
and unchangeable as themſelves. _ 

By the Principles of our ſenſitive Nature, 
we are ſo tied down to the Laws, Maxims, 
and Objects we daily. converſe with, in this 
fallen State of Nature ; that we think it re- 
pugnant to Reaſon, that any Thing relating 
to ourſelves, ſhould ever have been, not only 
more perfect, but above or beyond our preſent 
Conceptions of Things: But theſe grovelling, 
low Thoughts are the Foibles of our N ä 
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and argue a Mind ſo ſhackled to the preſent. 
inſtituted State of Things, and the Ideas fa- 
miliar to our Senſes, that it will be almoſt 
impoſſible to emancipate the Souls of ſuch 
Men, from their Chains, or elevate their Minds 
to a more free and generous Way of Thinking, 
Ip we reflect ever ſo little upon the primitive 

Inſtitution of Things, it will clearly appear, that 
Nature muſt have had a quite different Face 
and Look before the Fall, to what ſhe was re- 
duced to after that fatal Event took Place: And 
I am extreamly ſurprized, that any Mortal 
can be ſo ſtupid, as to ſuppoſe: the Courſe of 
Generation, as now the eſtabliſhed Order of 
Nature, was ever originally deſigned by Al- 
mighty God, to be the Inſtitution of Genera» 
tion, according to the fixt State of Things; 
becauſe-then, as well as now (according to the 
eſtabliſhed Laws of Man's Nature) there muſt 
have been Concupiſcence; there muſt have 
been Luſt, in procreating the Species, which 
is contrary to the Word of God. 

THIS appears clear, from the Structure 
and Mechaniſm of the generative Organs; 
their Motions and Contacts with each other, 
in both the Sexes: For this inordinate Paſſion 
of Luſt, or Inclination of our Nature, is de- 
rived from the libidinous Nerves and Mulcles, 
that, in every venereal Action neceſſarily at- 
tack the Senſation of Luſt to the Body, the 
Idea of Concupiſcence to the Mind: And if 
our Nature is the ſame fince the Fall, it was 
before that fatal Period; and the Manner. of 

A L 2 Procrea- 


—— 
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Procreation not different, I then ſhould not que- 
ſtion but pronounce, that Adam would neceſſari- 
ly have been ſubject to Luſt and Concupiſcence, 
in that primitive State of Perfection, even as we 
are now in this fallen State of Nature: And 
conſequently, that his Progeny had been ſub- 
ject to Change, Mortality, and Corruption, 
however their ſpiritual State of Subſiſtence 
had been provided for hereafter: For they 
muſt have been born little Children: They 
muſt, in Proceſs of Time, have riſen to Age, 
made a Progreſs in Arts and Sciences, and 
been ſubject to Decay and Death: For the 
firſt Stages muſt neceſſarily have, introduced 
the Second; and theſe again the ſubſe quent 
Changes, till, at laſt, Death finiſhed the Cari: 
ſtrophe. T his, 1 think, is agreeable to the 
Nature of Things; for whatever is young 
muſt grow old, and whatever Changes, muſt 
naturally return to Corruption: And for this 
Reaſon, the ancient Fathers raiſed Adam to 
the higheſt Perfections their Thoughts could 
conceive of any Creature, and they looked upon 
His Prerogatives as exceeding great, which were 
anconſiſtent with the Troubles of attending 
little Children: And from hence I conclude, 
that the Modus of Generation, as now the 
_ (<eftabliſhed Law of our Nature, was incon- 
fiſtent with the Sum of Happineſs, poſſeſſed by 
our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, before the Fall. 
But nothing fo clearly proves, that we ſhould. 
Have had a different conſtituted Nature, from 
the Preſent, as the n ie Propoſition. _ 
er PR OP. 
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Tur our + Sivibur: in iaſtitoting the Nevef: 
fity of the new Birth, plainly condemns the 
old one, as unclean and polluted, which de- 
monſtrates that the preſent carnal Method of 
Generation was not the original Inſtitution; 
allotted for us, in our primitive State of Nature 

Now, in Support of this Propoſition, our 
Saviour himſelf aſſures us, O Wat ercept 4 
Man be born again of Water, and of the Spirit; 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom , Cod: 
Which plainly demonſtrates that the old 
Birth, or the firſt Birth, in this fallen Courſe 
of Nature is undlean : But the old Birth; by 
no Means, could be unclean, unleſs the Con- 
ception had been tainted; nor could the 
Conception itſelf, at all, have deen tainted; un- 
leſs the generative Organs, in both Adam and 
Eve, ſerving the Purpoſes of Generation, had 
been polluted. Now the generative Organs 
never could have been faulty, if our firſt Pa- 
rents had not been influenced by ſome irregu- 
lar Appetites; but there could not haue been 
any irregular Appetites, in either Adam or 
Eve, had they kept clear of: the forbidden 
Fruit, and not kran the Command of 
G 
111 was this fatal Fruit, that belt ceendemanl 
wy ara 90 of "OO = Concopiſcence” in 221 
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Breaſts of theſe two Delinquents : The eating 


of this fatal Fruit excited libidinous Motions in 
the Fleſh, luſtful Conceptions in the Soul, 


which ever after became - inſeparable to the 
Mind, upon the Procreation of our Species: 


And laſtly, this bitter Fruit was the Root, 
that brought upon all the human Species Woe | 
and Miſery in Life, and a Separation of Soul 
and Body in Death, all the neceſſary Conſe. 
quences that flowed from this corrupted Foun- 
tain : For why are we ſaid to be carnal? Why 
do we feel this natural Law of our Members, 
warring againſt the Law of the Spirit, but 
that we are begotten in the Concupiſcence of 
the Fleſh ? yo why are we ſaid to be ſold 
under Sin; but becauſe we are procreated, 
conceived, and brought forth in Iniquity. 80 
that 1 that was created immortal in his 
Nature, did, by this one preſumptuous Act 
ſubject himſelf to Pain, Miſery, and Death, 
as Will be more clearly made out, when we 
come to ſpeak of the Cauſes of the Fall. 

Ap hence ariſes the Reaſon, why our 
Kayiour declares thoſe already guilty of Adul- 


{tery, that preſume to covet or - luſt after a 


Woman, by indulging theſe carnal Motions 
in the Heart: Becauſe, to have any of theſe 


irregular, fleſhly Motions, was contrary to the 


Rectitude of Adam's primitive State of Nature, 


conttary to the everlaſting Law of God, and 
the Purity of the divine Nature; and contrary 
to the incorruptible Nature we ſhall have in 
the Reſurrection to eternal Life, which will 
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be void of all theſe Attachments to che Tb 


Fleſh, 

' AN p tho what we have ſaid, does not 
prove the Modus of Generation as inſtituted in 
that primitive State of Nature, yet it clearly 
demonſtrates, that it was to be different from 
what it is in this fallen State of Things: And 
that Procreation in this fallen State was owin 
to an Offence committed againſt the Laws + 
Generation, in that primitive Inſtitution of our 
Nature (as will more clearly appear in the ſe- 


cond Book, where we ſpeak of the various 


Circumſtances of the Fall) or elſe whence could 
our Saviour take Occaſion, to lay ſuch Streſs 


upon the Neceſſity of the new Birth, as its evi- 
dent he does, in his Conference ck Nicode- 


nuse, upon this neceſſary doctrinal Part of the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution. From whence I infer, / 


PROP. III. 


'T HAT it dg deute to NID then in 


that primitive State of Perfection, the Indv 


duals of the human Nature would have been 
produced into Life, without the leaſt Motion 
of Luſt, Change of Thought, or Force of 
Pain, in either the Admiſſion, Conception, 
or Excluſion of the Birth, in caſe our firſt 
Parents had not tran aſreſſed the Daw of their 
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152; The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
Tu sx muſt have been the neceſſary 
Conſequences of the firſt Birth, in caſe Adam 
and. Eve, had ſteddily purſued the Law of 
. firſt Eſtate: For — ap all Queſtion, 
primitive Order of Generation, would 
ve been infinitely more ſpiritual: In this 
articular, the Spirit would have been the 
leading Principle, in faſhioning the Man: 
We ſhould have been begotten by the Spirit; 
and not only conceived without Sin, but fa- 
ſhioned in . Righteouſneſs, and brought forth 
according to the eternal Reaſon of Things. 
or as the ever bleſſed Virgin, our ſecond Eve, 
both conceived and brought forth Chriſt the 
Saviour of the World, without the leaſt 
Change of Thought, Pain, Fracture of Mem- 
brane, or Effuſion of Blood, the neceſſary gon- 
commitants of all other Women, in this fallen 
State of Nature; ſo it is reaſonable to believe, 
that our firſt Mother Eve, andall her ſucceed- 
ing female Progeny, would have been aſſiſted by 
x Spirit of God; and enjoyed the ſame Privi- 
both in the Admiſſion, Conception, and 
oy of the Birth, in caſe the Tranſgreſ- 
on and Fall had not taken Place. 
Bu r now the Fleſh: is the 1 Agents 
20 ve, Are more governed by our Luſts, Paſ: 
Gons,. an d flethly Motions, than our ſpicitual 
res TEL therefore, there is a Neceſſity 
of the new Birth, to ſpiritualize our Affections 
and cleanſe our ſenſitive Nature, from that 
original Corruption, we derived, in the old 


Birth from Adam Beæauſe that which is born 
"Ys f 
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ofe Fleſh is Flæſd, and conſequently e 
farily be ſubject to Corruption: For St. Paul 
aſſures us, * That Fleſb and Bland cannot in- 
herit the Kingdom of God, neither can Cor 
ruption put on "Ineorruſt? on, but by the Inter- 
vention of the Spirit in our ne Birth, which 
proves, to us the Farneſt & aan Immortality 
in the Life to come. 3 
AN p hence it follow; that if thee to 
be born of the Spirit, then they muſt neceſſarily! 
have been begotten of the Spirit: And, by the 
Effects of this Generation they muſt haue pro- 
duced Individuals as immortal as themſelves: 
How this Production of Adams Progeny was: 
to be effectuated, I muſt confeſs, exceeds: our 
very Nature to conceive; but 2 this we are 
certain, that, from the very Perfections of 
our primitive Nature, the Thing muſt neceſ· 
farily: have been as I have ſtated it. 
FROM the preceding Arguments and Rea« 
ſonings upon this perplexed Subject, I draw: 
this axtelioy Concluſion: That ſuch a Way 
of p the human Species, as is now. 


the eſtabliſhed Law: of our Nature, is los 
12 


lutely againſt the Principles af Imm 
For the Pain and Miſery of Child-Birtk' was 
2 Cuiſe, and part of Eve's: Paniſhment, 
firſt; pteſuming to: attempt the fatal Experi- 
ent d This —— from the 
irth of the firſt Child; © that if this was 
the — Inſtitution of een then 
Dur F T4401 fi! 2 234832 ler 
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God muſt either have ſuſpended the Laws 
of Nature, in every Birth, or the Parts of Ge- 
neration, muſt have been of a different Struc- 
ture, Figure, and Make, from what they are 
at preſent, or the Deſcendents of Adam could 
never have been immortal, as we may evi- 


dently gather from the Text, they were. 


B ESL DES, there is the fame Reaſon now 
for his being an old Man, if he continues to 
live, that there is for his Coming into the 
World a Child or Infant: Nor can there be 
any one Period of his Life, but, that there is 
the ſame Reaſon for it, that there is for any 
other; that is, they are all equally founded 
upon the Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things: And 
theſe ſucceſſire Variations in Life, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily appear inconſiſtent with the Principles 
of Immortality, as theſe, Principles, in what- 
ever ſubject they inhere, muſt be ſteddy, 
fixed, and unchangeable: For ſo Adam was 
at firſt created; he ſtar ted up, from under the 


Hands of his Maker, in his full Bloom, 


Strength, and Vigour: And as he never was 
an Infant or Child, ſo there was the ſame 
Reaſon, that he never ſhould grow old. It is 
not Time, as many heedleſs People think, 
that makes us grow old: Time is only an 
Attribute, or Mode of Exiſtence, that indi- 
cates the Changes we ſuffer in Nature during 
Life : It is the Alteration of our Principles 
within us, that makes us appear ſoft and 


plump in Infancy and Vouth, and hagged and 


weathered in that decrepid State of Life 5 
ca 
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call old Age : But as both Adam and Eve were 
to go through none of theſe Changes, if they 
had not fallen; ſo it is certain, they could be 
ſubject to none of thoſe Effects, that are ne- 
ceffarily connected with thoſe Changes of In- 
fancy, Youth, old Age, and Death. 

Txvus we have gone through the foruxil 
Subjects that relate to the Excellency, Glory, 
and Immortality of Man, in his primitive State 
of Creation: And if ve attentively reflect up 
the Dignity of this Maſter-Piece of the Creati- 
on; we ſhall readily perceive, that he was the 
true, lively, and expreſs Image of the inviſible 
God; For the Spirit of Man was a lively Mir- 
rour of the divine Love, Patience, and Goodneſs 5 
His Underſtanding repreſented the divine Wiſ- 
dom of the Creator: The Steddineſs of Man's 
Will, the Unchangeableneſs of God's eternal 
Juſtice, the Immortality of the Soul, the eter- 
nal Subſiſtance of this ancient of Days: And 
laſtly, the Dominion given him over the Earth, 
upon his firſt Creation, was a perfect Emblem 
of that Almighty and Sovereign Power, that 
God reſerves to hlmſelf, and exerciſes over all 
created Nature ; And thus it appears, that 
Man ſymbolized. with the eternal Fountain of 
Truth, in all the Perfections of his Nature, 
and wanted nothing to compleat his Happi- 
neſs, while he continued in that primitive 
State of Glory, and bis Actions ſquared, both 
with the eternal Reaſon ; and. the POR! 115 
divine Fitneſs of © Things. 1 we 4a 
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F Adam'r 7 ranſlation, or bis final State 
8 Bliſs and Glory, in Caſe he had Sep, 
0 in his Obedience; and preſerved himfelf 
0. fo the moral Rectitude of | his Forks 
State of Nature. 5 ee 


HE very Nature of poſitive Cas as 
we ſhall ſee anon, plainly point out, 
that higher Degrees of Glory did await Adam, 
in caſe he had ſtood teddy in the Glory of his 
ny, Creation, and not yielded to the 
mportunities and Snares of Eve and the 
Serpent: And there is a Point, not a little agi- 
— 91 by divers of the primitive Fathers, fe- 
ducible to the following Queſtion, viz. Whe⸗ 
7 was Adam conſtantly to continue here in 
tadiſe, or he was after a probationary Courſe 
of Time, to be tranſlated to thoſe Regions of 
higher Bliſs and Immortality. Now, upon a 
full View of the Point in Queſtion, there dl ns 
doubt to be made, but that after he had given 
a ſufficient Trial of his Obedience, he was to 
have been tranſlated, and advanced into a Scene 
of Glory, ſurprizingly great, above what, he 
enjoyed in this terreſtrial Paradiſe : For our 
Saviour came into the World to reſtore to us 
whatſoever we loſt in Adam through the Fall: 
To make up that Obedience to God, that was 
loſt in our firſt Parents, through a Breach of 
the Law gf Nature: To kindle again in our 
tk os Hearts, 
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Hearts that Love and Benevolence we owed 
to all Mankind, as they were equally Pare 
takers of the ſame human Nature with onr« 
ſelves: And to recover us again to that So- 
briety and Temperance of Body; that Chaſtity 
and Purity in Soul and Spirit, we had in Para- 
diſe, and which we cannot of ourſelves arrive 
at, by Reaſon of the Depravity of our Nature 
in this fallen State of Things: It is therefore 


FF Er OO E_ES 
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our univerſal Obedience to the Laws of God 15 | 


and Nature, that muſt elevate our Being,” and 
render us likeſt to the immortal God:himſelf 
who, in Nothing, is ſo much en 
as in doing Good to Mankind. 

Fox, as Man, in the firſt Creation, had 
the Spirit of God breathed into him, ſo, if he 


had eee, in a finleſs State, and lived 0 


obedient to the Law of Paradiſe, enjoyned him 
by his Lord and Maker, he would: then have 
been entituled to thoſe bleſſed Manſions of 
Bliſs and Immortality, in the fame Manner; 
that we his fallen Offspring are, ſince the Re- 
demption, in caſe, we believe in Chriſt, and 
perform all other Duties enjoined uy __ 
tent with an active Faith. 

Now, as Adam was endowed with al the 
high Prerogatives of God and Nature, and 
ſuch, as intituled him to a Perſeverance in 


| Life; fo, without Boundaries fixed, and a 
poſitive Law given, to aſcertain thoſe Limits, 
there could be no Tempter ; and without a 
Temptation no Victory, or Virtue; and con- 
ſequently, a Man, under ſuch mn 

could 
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could not properly be entitled to any Reward i 
For the proper Gifts of Rewards, in all States 
and Conditions of Life, muſt neceſſarily ariſe 
from the Strength of our Virtues to obtain the 
Prize: And the Reaſon why God has or- 
dained ſuch an exceeding Weight of Glory, 
for all thoſe, that by the Aſſiſtance of his 
holy Spirit, ſtrive to overcome the Vanities of 
the World, the Luſts of the Fleſh, and the 
Pride or Ambition of Life, is, becauſe theſe 
three Branches of our Duty, are ſo difficult 
to ſubdue and overcome: And though God 
had ſet Adam at the Head of the Creation; 
yet, without all Queſtion, if he had conquered 
the Serpent, a more exceeding Weight of 
Glory had been reſerved for him, as a Reward 
of his Victory. 
Fon wherever there is a poſitive: Law, 
there ſome ſuperadded Good neceſſarily fol- 
lows as a Reward of our Obedience: And 
us Obedience to the politive Laws of Go- 
vernment, is rewarded with the Protection of 
Life, Liberty, and Eſtate, which invaluable 
Bleſſings could not ſo well be ſecured, in a 
State of corrupt Nature, where the Stron 
would ever be liable to oppreſs the Weak : 
But granting, that all Individuals of the human 
Nature could live up to the Laws of their Na- 
ture, yet this would only be living up to the 
Reaſon of Things in our Nature, as Beaſts 
live in theirs, which, in both Caſes is to fol- 
low the Inſtincts of Nature; ; and for 3 
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neither the Laws of God or Man allot any 
Reward. e 008 
CHRIST, therefore, came to purchaſe for 
us, what we loſt in Adam; but we loſt Life 
and Immortality in Adam; therefore Chrift 
came to reſtore to us thoſe two great Attributes 
of our primitive Being : Indeed all Mankind. 
are infinitely better; and upon a ſurer Foot- 
ing now, they are in Chriſt, than they ſhould 
have been, had they ſtood in Adam ; becauſe, 
it is reaſonable to believe, that thoſe that had 
fallen, had abſolutely periſhed without Hope, 
as the tranſgreſſing Angels did : And thoſe 
that had been ſaved, had been ſaved. by the 
univerſal Principles of Love and Obedience to. 
the Laws of God and Nature... 
SATAN, I think, on all Hands, is ac- 
knowledged to have been once an Angel of 
Light, and the eldeſt Son of Heaven, before 
he fell from the Luſter of his Glory : And 
without all Queſtion, the final Cauſe of Man's 
Creation, as we obſerved above, was to ſupply 
the Place of thoſe fallen Legions, that took. 
Part with this fallen Cherubin, in his Revolt 
and Overthrow. „% LO 
Ix this then was ſo, Adam muſt, as the 
World came to be repleniſhed with his Of 
ſpring, have been tranſlated, otherwiſe, in a 
Series of Ages, there would not haye been 
Room in the Compaſs of this Globe, for the 
Sojournment 'of his Progeny : From whence 
1 | 40 e 
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TAT. it is reaſonable to think, that ; 


Adam, after he had finiſhed his probationary 
State of Obedience, to the Law enjoined him' 
by God in Paradiſe, would Have been tran- 
ſlated: up to thoſe ſuper-celeſtial Regions of 
Bliſs and Immortality, as a Reward of his 
having overcome Satan, the Enemy of God, 
of Angels, and of Man. | . 

* Txr1sprobationaryState; I conceive, depended 

upon the Obedience of our firſt Parents to the 

Law of God enjoined them in Paradiſe : And 


_ their Advancement to eternal Glory was to be a 


Conſequence. of this Obedience: All intellec- 
tual. Natures created free, as Men'and Angels 
were, muſt neceſſarily be under a State of Pro- 
bation or Trial: And this is moſt. rational, 
if theſe Beings expect any Enjoyments ſuperior 
to that State, in which they were created. _, 
Bur if Obedience to God's Injunction, was 
to entitle them to Privileges, infinitely ſuperior 
to theſe they could juſtly expect to enjoy, ac- 
cording to the Law of their Nature; then it 
follows, that Diſobedience , muſt neceſſarily 
fling them down, . infinitely beneath that State 
of Nature they enjoyed upon their primitive 
Creation. Now Revelation aſſures us, that 
the fallen Angels are called Apoſtates, not be- 
Eauſe they tranſgreſſed the Laws of their Na- 
ture, but becauſe they went into a formal 
Oppoſition and Rebellion againſt God; 1 
SPA | | ir 
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their Maker, fided with that fallen Arch-Angel 
Satan, and attempted to dethrone the moſt 
High ; for which envious, bold, and nefarious 
Act, they are reſerved in the Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs for ever. my gt 
Bo not ſo Man: For though a Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Law, enjoined by God, is 
without all Queſtion, a moſt heinous Offence 
or Sin; and therefore puniſhable according to 
its Demerits,. yet can never Adam's Crime be 
conſtrued into an Overt-Act of Treaſon and 
Apoſtacy againſt the Almighty Sovereign of 
all Things, However, there is no Queſtion 
to be made, but that God (had Adam conti- 
nued in perfect Obedience to his Will) would 
have taken both him and whole Colonies 'of 
thoſe primitive Saints to himſelf, after ſuffici- 
ent Probation or Trial: This State of Proba- 
tion perhaps might have been a Thouſand 
Years; after which he and his Progeny were 
to be tranſlated above the Empyreum, there to 
enjoy the Preſence of God to all Eternity. 

AN D I look upon Enoch's Tranſlation as 

a Demonſtration to the Antediluvians, that 
another World, not this, was to be from the Be- 
ginning, the Reward of Faith in God; of 
Virtue!; and of that Righteouſneſs that flowed 
from Obedience to his Will: For this Tranſ- 
lation was not only a Type of our Saviour's 
Aſcenſion, but al typified the Glory that 
Adam ſhould have been advanced to, in caſe 
he had never fallen, | ; 
oo. THE 
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IT nx ſame we may ſay of Elijab the Pro- 
phet, who was taken up to Heaven in a flam-. 

ing fiery Chariot: This Tranſaction typified: 

to the Jeus, that thoſe bliſsful Abodes (beides 
their Reward in this Life) were the glorious 
Habitation prepared for thoſe that were obedi- 
ent to the Laws of God: And is not the Re. 
ſurrection and Aſcenſion of our Saviour a ſuf- 
ficient Security to all the World, of that Glory 


that ſhall be revealed? To what End were 


theſe Facts recorded, but to give us Aſſurance 
and Hope, and to animate our Souls to con- 
tinue, ſtedfaſt and immoveable in our Duty, 
under all the Miſeries and Calamities, that can 
happen in Life; in full Aſſurance, that the ac- 
ceptable Time will come, when we alſo ſhall be 
raiſed from the Dead, thither aſcend, and for 
ever live with Gorif in the Glory of God the 
Father? 
Bu 40 divers of the Infidels of this centians 
ch this Article of the Reſurrection, 
and infolently demand of us a Reſolution of 


that complicated Queſtion, put to St. Paul by 


the Infidels of his Time. * How, ſay they, 

are the Dead raiſed up ? — And with what 
Bodies ſhall they come to Judgment? To the 
firſt Part of this Queſtion I anſwer, that 


they ſhall: be raiſed again by the Power of 
God, in the ſame Manner they were created : 


For it will be as eaſy for God to re-create the 
qame Bodies, from the ſame zecalleGed Duſt, 
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as it was, for him, at firſt to form Adam 8 
Body out of the Duſt of the Ground, and r 
mate that Body with Soul and Spirit. 


TE * — of this Reſurrection will be 
the quickening Spirit; for Chriſt was made a 


quickening Spirit, as appears from the expreſs 


Words of Revelation, not only that he might, 
by its powerful Influence, quicken his own 
Body, but alſo give Life to the Bodies of all 
Mankind: For. — there is an entire 
Separation betwixt Soul and Body, upon the 
extinction of Life, or in that Change of the 
Man, we call Death ; yet the quickening Spi- 
rit * poured out by Gad upon all Fleſh, never 
forſakes the Body after its firſt Acceſſion to it. 
** E18 Spitit, by the wonderful; Power of 
God, is united to the Fleſh immediately after 


and never leaves the Atoms of our corporeal 
Nature (though blown to all the. Corners of 
gt till, the Morning, of the general 
Reſurrection. This, Spirit is that immortal 
Principle of our Nature, that is laid in the 
Grave with the Body; that! is to hear the Voice 
of the Arch-Angel ſounding the laſt Trump; 

that is to unite the Soul again with the B 5 
and, that is, to ſtand the Shock of that impar- 
tial and tremendous. Doom, that Chriſt, our 
righteous Judge, will ee all Man- 
Hale 188 1 e e 
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As to the ſecond Part of the Queſtion, vis; 
With what Bodies ſhall we come out of the 
Graves, and ariſe to Judgment : I anſwer; 
that the Good and Virtuous ſhall ariſe with 
the fame Bodies they ſhould have derived 
from Adam, in cafe he had never fallen; 
which will be the fame refulgent Bodies, with 
that, which Chriſ aſſumed upon his Transfigu- 
ration; the fame glorious Bodies with that 
he now enjoys, at the right Hand of the Throne 
of God: For he has promiſed, that theſe vile 
Bodies of ours ſhall be changed like unto his 
glorious Body ; and this Identity of Change 
_ plainly ſuppoſes. an Identity of Nature: And 
for this Reaſon, he put on the ſame Linea- 
ments and Robes of Glory, upon his 'Tranſ- 
figuration, that adorned Adam upon his firſt 
Creation, And this glorious Parade of the 
Transfiguration, doubtleſs, was intended | 
our Saviour, to ſhow to the Apoſtles 
what they ſhould have been in caſe Adam 
had never fallen; ; and what they were to be 
hereafter, in caſe they ſhould liſt themſelves 
under his Banner, and continue his faithful 
Servants to their Lives end. 
To conclude + This Advancement of Alan 
_— his Progeny up to the ſuper-celeſtial Hea- 
vens, moſt probably would have been after the 
"Expiration of a thouſand' Years, and without 
A Change: Becauſe Adam, as Son of the Earth, 
could not be more perfect: : His bodily Organs 
or corporeal Nature was compleat in every 
Part, his Soul the Breath of God, and his 
| Spirit 


of Places, vacated by the fallen Angels, had 


The Chriſtian Philoſopher, 165 3 ; | 


Spirit a Ray of Light, proceeding from the 
eternal Fountain of Truth: His Body, Soul, 
and Spirit, therefore could admit of no higher 
Perfection, and conſequently not fubject 
to any Change: But tho' the human Na- 
ture was to be ſteddy and permanent, yet 
thoſe exalted Scenes, in the Regions of Bliſs 
and Immortality, muſt certainly have creat- 
ed a moſt tranſcendent Joy, to the new 
received Inhabitants : And we have great 


Reaſon. to believe, that as ſoon-as the Number 


been fully completed; that then the Con- 
Wee of all Things would have taken 


Place; and this World have been reduced to | 


the fame State it was in, before the Creation 
took Effect. And thus I have given the beſi 


Account I was able of Natura inſtituta, or the 
original Inſtitution of our Nature. I ſhould - 


now proceed to treat of Natura deftituta, or 
how Adam loſt the immortal Spirit of Life, 


and thereby defaced his Nature, but that T 
reſerve this Subject, 
ſecond Bo. 


ject, ſor the Materials of the 


THE END OF THE FIRST BOOK, 


So | A PLriick and Diſcaſes compeſed 
2 AUTHOR. 3 
comblea: 75 reatiſe 2 the . * Stone, 


wherein the Cure of the molt cruel Ont: 
toms i is laid down i in the cleareſt Manner. "AE 


8 


II. A new Method of treating Con hp 
wherein the Cure of all Decays and Phthiſical Dif- 
orders affecting the Lungs and Conſtitution, are de- 
duced from the Laws of the Animal Economy, 


UI. A 281 of the Spleen, Vabours, and Hy: 
Wee Melancholy. comprizing the moſt effe- 
ctual Methods to reſtore the Force and Spring. of, the 

affected Nerves and Spirits, through every N 
and Branch of theſe W Maladies, 8 
54 : 7 40 

IV. A Treatiſe of fudden Deaths, 10 Obferve 

tions and -Cautions. neceſſary to prevent the fatal 


Stroke, in thoſę that — — meln 
to the Apoplexy, or LethargicksDi ſeaſes.. 4 
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